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REFACE 


F7 E Author of the enſuing 

Tre, iſe, having t hou! tht fit 

to recommend his Papers! 0 
iy peruſal, f was willing to uſher 
bem iuto the World, with [ome re- 
marks upon _ prous defizn, and 
the uſefulneſs of Tra Is of this mas» 
Fure. 

The pl lainneſs of the ſtile mult be 
0 diſcouragement to the Reader, nr 
muſt Truth be therefore. laid by, be- 
cauſe it comes not dreſt in a } eſt e 
of Gold, or wants the Curioſities 0/ 
f "Oy 4 Al 

Truth needs no borrow'd Beam 
A 3 it 
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The Pretacc. 
its natural L1ht Is ON urh Ke 
the Senſes. If it Le 7 ruth 7. 
matter whether it s preſentea in an 
Earthen Velſe 4 or = a Silver Diſh 

The ſervinz of it up according to 
the Mode, may indeed pleaſe fickly 
Fancies, but t5 0 rreat Chirm or 
Motive to inqutfitive, or rational 
Men, who love Beanty without paint- 
mg ; and are more * ken with the Ma 
tural mixture of white and red, than 
with all the artificial IVaſhes, which 
are uſed to make the Features ami- 
able. 
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of the Relatives hers 
treated of, and did Parents and Chil- 
aren conſcientiouſly diſcharge al! the 
Oblirat ions incumbent pon trem 

the Law of G a, aid Nature, ti 

World C ld nor / ; [9 WICK Fl "187 /1 
is. Education mates th firſt imprej- 
{tons Do the Souls of Men, and 
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| 2 wax was (off, will recoil, and 
b'tge them io retura to their Duty. 
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Education of Children. 7: is /o, and 
the hurt that's done by it, both to 
them, and to the Publick, is wiſp "ate 
a b /e R 

Fl hence is it that there are ſo 
many Prodizals 2 that /o many come 
to an untimely end 2 that ſo many 
run mto exceſſes, which deſtroy both 
Soul and Body: From want of pious 
Eaducatinn. 

[t was a ſevere Cenſure, which 
Carneades the Philoſopher paſſed upon 
the Children of Rich Men, that 
they Icarned nothing but to ride 
well. 

Inloel it is to be wonrtered, that 
—_ Creatures ſhould be ſo care- 
ful to breed up their Progeny to ſen- 
ſuality, and nezlect the cultruation 
of thit which makes them A ffer from 
Brutts, and ſhews. they are Crea- 

of a nobler extratt: Can any 
thinz be more reaſonable, than wir: 
tue and the fear of God? Is not this 
it, which both Scripture and Philo- 
fophy teaches > Do not we our ſelves 
confeſs 
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confeſs ſo much, and do not moſt 
Men acknowledge it nee they COme 
to dye? And yet that we ſhould 
make this the leaſt part of our carc 
in the Education of Touth, is won 
drous ſtrange ! 

Some ſeem fo fancy, that entlinz 
their Children to School, or to teach 
them their Catechiſm, ts all the 
Care that is incumbent upon them. 
Though [ cannot ſay, but that this 
is a Duty, yet it is ſo imperfect, that 

F can ſcarce honour it with the Title 
of Aoing it by hates, it being but 
the beginning, or the leaſt part of it. 
Inſt ruittion, Precept, and Example 
are the mighty Engines and Inſtru- 
ments in the promoting and accoms 
plifhing this Work ; : aud perhaps no- 
thinz hath a greater influence thax 
Example; for all the Moral Pres 
cepts of the Parents, are like Wa- 
ter ſpilt upon the Ground, where Ex- 
ample doth not concomitate the inſtru- 
dion. 

How ſhall the Child learn Sobrie+ 
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ty, where the Father is often drunk 2 
Or how is it poſſible, the younz man 
ſhould be meck and patient, where 
the Father is Cholerick, and hath no 
command of his paſſion ? I do not re- 
ſtrain the Grace of God, and am ſen- 
fible, that the wery impiety of the 
Parents hath ſometimes contrary Ff- 
fedts upon certain Children, and they 
learn to be good by the Wickedneſs 
of their Superiors ; but this is an 
extraordinary Providence, which God 
exerts ſometimes to manifeſt his 
Omnipotence, and to let men ſee that 
he- can bring light out of darkneſs, 
but the erdinary way of Edifying 
thoſe under our Charge, is to teach 
them by Example. 

And thouzth even this proves in- 
effettual ſometimes, yet it's enough 
that it is our Duty, and that we 
have diſcharged it, and have ta- 
ken that way which was moſt rat i9- 


nal, and of Ged s preſcription. 
T am /o pleaſe 
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vice to [Lata CONCErMIin the Edu 
cation of her Dauzhter, that T cans 
wot forbear to tranſcribe part of it. 

{ will let you ſee, ſaith he, 
what Education you are to give to 
a Daughter, whoſe Soul ought to 
be the Temple of God. Let 
her hear nothing, learn nothing, 
ſpeak nothing, but what may in- 
ſpire the fear of God into her. 
Let her not liſten to prophane 
Diſcourlcs, nor be enamoured with 
Love Songs or amorous Ditties. 
Let her uſe her felt at certain 
hours, to ſing Pſalms; let none 
be about her, but ſober Servants, 
and keep her from running into 
Company light and vain, where 
ſhe will learn more ill than good. 
Uſe her to reading, and to work, 
and labour, and promiſe her Rc- 
wards, and incite her to Emutla- 
tion; excite her to Virtve by prai- 
ſes 1nd Commendations, and make 
her ambitious to excel others in 
Virtue and good Works. Let her 
carn 
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learn Scripture Sentences by heart, 
and. chuſe her a Maſter, that may 
not only teach her to read, but 
inſtruct her in good manners. 
Give her a Nurſe neither debaucht 
nor tatling, nor given to ſtrong 
Liquors; and let her Habit be 
medeſt, and ſuch as becomes her 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. Let her not 
bore Holes in her Ears for Pen- 
dants, neither let her uſe any Paint 
or Waſh to beautifie her ſelf. Let 
her not be nice in ordering the 
Hair of her Head, neither ſuffer 
her to acorn her ſelf with Gold 
or Pearls or precious Stones, Cx- 
cept you deſign her for Hell fire ; 
When ſhe comes to riper age, let 
her go with her Parents to the 
Temple, but let hcr not return 
to the Gayetics of the World. Ad- 
viſe her to keep her ſelf in her 
Chamber, and let her not: go to 
Feaſts, and. merry Meetings. I 
would not have her uſe too much 
Faſting .and Abſtinence, which 
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may hurt her health, at leaſt till 
ſhe be ſtronger, and better able to 
bear it. Let her uſe God's Crea- 
tures for neceſſity, and not for 
voluptuouſneſs ſake. Suffer her not 
to be at Muſical concerts, nor to 
be fond of Fiddles, and Lutes, 
and Harps, but let her repeat c- 
very day ſome pallages out of the 
Word of God, Let her not go 
abroad any where without her 
Mother, nor be very familiar, or 
enter into 1ntreagues with any 
Servant. Appoint her a Governels 
thatsſage and wiſe, and who may 
teach her to riſe at midnight, to 
ſing Praiſes to her God. Let her 
pray and work Day and Night: 
Teach her to handle her. Needle, 
to ſpin and to exerciſe her 
ſelf in turning the Spindle. Suffer 
her not to imploy her ſelf. in Ia 
broideries of Gold and Silver. Let 
her Clothes be plain and. decent, 
and let her eat ſoberly and tempe-. 
rately, and let he 
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T know what will be objedted here, 
that this is the advice of a Her- 
mir, aud to teach a Da 4rhter how 
to be 4a Nun. But ſtill I appeal 
to any unprejudiced perſon, whether 
this be nit th» moſt likely way to 
Salvation, and whether theſe Pre- 
cepts be not agreeable to the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt ? And tha! 21 PF will 
grant, that all are not ander the 
ſame Circumſtances, an4 all cannot 
give the ſame Education; yet as to 
the principal part of the advice, 
which is to teach Children by Word 
and Example, how to die to Sin and 
to the World, it muſt be granted 
it's very pratticable. This Age in- 
deed hath learnt to ſhake off theſe 
frifter Rules, but they (hould ſhew 
us too, what Warraut they have 
from the Word of God to do ſo. 

It was judiciouſly obſerved of Fa- 
bius, that a ſoft and effeminate E- 
ducation, breaks the ſtrength of 
Body and Mind, and whilſt we 
breed up Children to all the Arts 
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of L antt y and L: UNXUTY, they continue 
/tr, imzers 10 God and to th emſelves. 

The Vine grows wild, if zt be not 
cul ; [o doth Y outh, if they be not 
b:times curbed in things which war 
againſt the Soul. 

Underſt: nd tH1S, ye Parents, and 
be inſtrutted, ye to whom God hath 
committed the care of Education ; ; ye 
are God's Stewards, and your Chil 
dren are the Goods VOU AYE T0 manage 
to your Maſter s Glory. Their blood 
God will require at your h ands. Have 
not ye read the Curſe God pronounced 
againſt Eli for his negligence, and are 
not ye afraid of the ſame Tudgriont 2 
Te are the perſons by whom your Chil- 
drin muſt be tauzht to ſerve God in 
their Ge eration ; ye are the perſons 
from whom they are to learn their 
Duty to Gd and. Man ; at your door 
the fault will lie, if they miſcarry 
throuzh your careleſneſs Are their 
Seuls i; contemptibl C In Yeur Ces ,that 
you will let them periſh for want of 
Admonition ? Did arid think th en 


LU 


The Pretace. 
worth purchaſing with his own Blood; 
and will ye let them lie without fence 
or waf, or cult.vation ? 

Tou take care that they may live 
comfortably in this World : 1s it not 
a greater Duty to beſtir your ſelves, 
that they may enjoy God for ever 2 It i 
joy to you to. ſee them do well here, 
and ought it not to be a greater jo 
ro find, that they are like to relay 
with Chriſt. and his Saiuts in a better 
IWorld > Tor love them, bat how doth 
it appear you d , while you let their 
Souls Aie 9 Is this your Love, to 
provide for their fleſh, and to neglett 
euriching their b:tter part with rell- 
giouws Principles 2 Ton would have 
them go to Fleaven when they die; 
but how is it poſſible they ſhould, whes 

you. are loth to be at the trouble to 

| ſhew them the way that leads to that 

Paradiſe» Was ever any man. ſaved 

without Holineſs, and do you hope they 

| will be, without this qualification > If 
you teach them not by Word and Ex- 
ample to prattiſe that Holineſs, how 
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can you or they hope to aſcend 


into the Mount of God, or dwell on 
the everlaftins Hills ? 

Do you believe a future Account, 
and do not ye enquire, whether you 
diſcharge your Duty to your Chit- 
dren 2 Or is this no part of the Ace 
count ye are to give? Te are the 
perſons who are to breathe goodneſs 
into them, and to give them life and 
happineſs. Te are their Gods, as it 
were, and from you they recerve th:ir 
motion; and their ſpiritual as well 
as their natural life muſt begin from 
you. Te are Magiſtrates in your Fa- 
miltes, and it is your Province to be 
a terrour to evil doers, and Encon- 
razers of thoſe that do well, 

If by your indulgence they fin, and 
by your connivence they grow wicked, 
will not the ſupreme Judge be aven- 
ged on ſuch Officers ? Tou blame Go» 
vernours of a Commonwealth, if they 
do not adnimadvert on Offenders, or 
are regaral-ſs of the reins of Fuſtice ; 
and do not you blame your ſelves, 
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who are C,mmanders in vour Fami- 
{tes . for (ufferin? thr fear of God 
ſO Aeca) [ | BFE. w/ il j) d) the { al\ FEI $4 
that can mare them happy 

Flow is it, that vou will n0t utts 
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muſt needs love you, that lvue wilt 
conſtrain them to e xpreſs their U ity 
0 LACS? The Preſe mce of Go 'T / 
OVEr-Awe [hem, and they obe) YO 4 
not with eje-ſervice, but when your 
eye is off from them, The fear of 
God will make them aſcrentio 5 of 
obeying YOUY ES in - ally 
and If your ro0d Counſlels a A Exams 
ples prevail with them, th 'V wil] be 
not only your Children, but the Chil- 


dren of God; and you will have this 
[atist itt HY, that VOU Ao H 4 U 16 [ove 
them, but th it God loves t/ em, aii [ 
dwells in them, and they in him. 
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charge of your Duty 
Tour Parents, that und, r God gat 
you life, hive ſt Right to your 
Services rg el 7 ou are born 
Servants to them, and to be at 614 
beck and command is the obligation 
4 Brings with you into the World. 
AS the Autor it) of Parents IC.1S the 
6r/t Government in the World, fo 
VOUY (ub ection [ them Ty the firſt 
Service that was ever Kkn.wa in the 
World. Can you think any thing too 
good for them, who are the great In- 
ale) gon of conveying to you all the 
[4 od F You poſſeſs, Pk all the O dow: 
Menrs you are inveſted with 2 

If you f [low nit their [4 wd [> 
kr: uctions and 4 [1 OnttiO0nS ,- ye are 
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reward it as if it were. a deliberate 
ſeif-denial ; and becauſe you ſhll not 
ſtay: for the recompence, God will Bleſs 
you here, and your lives ſhall be come 
fortable on ths fide Heaven. It is 
the firſt Commandment in the Law 
with Promiſe ; and to let you ſee how 
Goel delights In your honouring your 
Parents, and obeying their wholeſom 
Counſels, he hath ſingled out that 
Precept, and dreſs d it with more 
than ortinary encouragements. 

But then, the Honour you ſhew 
them, muſt not ſpend it ſelf in- ſome 
outward Civilities, but muſt be ex: 
preſſed in Aftijons, in Speeches, and 
in Patience, according to the Advice 
of the Son of Syrach, Eccleſiaſtic. 
J- T2, 13, 14- 

In Aitions, fo as to execute their 
lawful Commands with great alacrity 
and fidelity, to labour, and to take 
pains for their maintenance and ſup. 
port, if they are fallen to decay, and 
to relieve their neceſſities, according 
to your ability. 
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In Words and Speeches, fo as to 
ſpeat honourably of them, to anſwer 
them with humility, to comfort them 
when they are in trouble, and to pa- 
cifie them-with ſoft language, when 
they are angry and diſpleaſed. 

[In Patience, ſo as to | bear their 
anzer patiently, and to endure their 
frowardne/ 5 -and pettiſhueſs without 
contradittion; to recerve their ſeverer 
Commands, and ſuch as are contrary to 
your genius and inclination with gentle- 
neſs,and to do them without murmuring. 

Theſe are Dutres which draw more 
than ordiuary Bleſſings upon you, God 
that fees you do ſo, will have 
thoughts of peace towards you ; he 
will be concerned for you, and you 
may be confident, he will not leave 
you, nor forſake you. 

In honouring your Parents, you ho- 
nour your ſelves. It's that which 
will not only procure you favour with 
God, but rith men too, It's upon 
this account, that Wiſe men have re- 
corded the Dutifulneſs of ſome ex- 
cellent 
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cellent Children, and made them im- 
mortal by their 1 ritings - and there 
are ſuch Examples of "this filial Re 
ſpect, even among the te athen, that 
it would be odjons and dread! ul if 
the Children of Chriſtians ſhou!d fall 
(hort of their D Duty. 

God lays ſo great a ſtreſs upon it, 
that as he promiſes the kindeſt things 
to it, ſo he threatens as ſevere pu- 
__ s, where it is neglefted ; and 
that he dot h not only threaten, but 
eXEecure theſe Fud TmMents, any man 
may ſee, that wil! take notice of his 
Providences, But all this the Rea- 
der will b: more full) convinced of, 
by reading the followins Diſcourſe, 
wh 1ch, that G Ad ma\ bleſs with ſuc- 
ceſs aud edification, ſhall be -my 
hear! [V Prayer. 
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beſt and wilelt men, a thing ab- 

ſolutely neceſlary towards a Re- 
for mation in the World, to begin 
with the Ilaltruction and right Educa- 
tion of Children; thoſe of eldcr Years 
being ordinarily fo rooted and hbard- 
ned in their ſinful habits, that, for 
the molt part, there's very little can 
be done to reform them, and wake 
them better. So ſenſible were ſome 
ancient States of this, cþas they made 
particular La'”s for educating Chil- 
carens 


I has been always reckoned by the 


I SEES 
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dren; thinking it too great a Trulk, to 
leave it altogether in the Power of 
Parents, to train up their Children ac- 
cording to their Humour” and Fancy 
Amongſt Chriſtians, - there arc tew re- 
{ſtraints upon Parents ; in moſt Coun- 
tries it being in their power to Edu- 
cate their Children as they think good: 
[r is therefore of no ſmall importance 
for them to know what their Duty is, 
that they may approve themſyves tn 
God, in doing whatever he requires 
towards their Children, tor their Souls, 
their Bodies, and their outward Eltate, 
The deſign of this Treatile is, t0 
furniſh thole who want ſuch help: 
with ſome plain and eaſi: directions, 
that they may know how to act the 
part of Chriſtian Parents. 
While Children arc yet 
Hw Parents in the Womb, it 1s the Du- 
64g9r tove 4/- ty of Parents to.endeavour 
Je: to bring their mind to an 
-t in :b» indifferency, as to the Sex 
Womb. which ſhall be barn 5 not 
to preſcribe to God, by 
their impatient deſires, aad their bold 
asKinz of him, a Child of this or 
that Sex; but to leave it entirely to 
his Will and Pleaſure, to do what he 
thinks 


CY 
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thinks beſt. The happineſs of Parents 
docs not conſiſt in baving Children 


of this or that Sex: Sometimes Sons 


'who are moſt detired ordinarily) may 
prove uſeleſs in the World, yea very 
hurtful in many regards; they may 
occaſion great grictof Heart, and laſt« 
ing Anguiſh and Vexation to their Pa- 
rents, by their mad and fooliſh Cour- 
ics, and wicked doings: And on the 
o:hzr hand, Daughters may prove 
__ Bleſſings in the World, great 
Comforts to their Parents, and great 
nples cf Piety and of Zeal for the 
ir of God: On which Accounts 
nts ought to relign their will to 
Goc, and be ready with all gratitude 
to 2ccept whatever he beſtows. 
S.cordly, When a Child 
Ss born, Parents ought with How they. 
31] thankfulneſs to return . 98! !2 52 aj- 
praiſe and thanks to God, 7; -. 
who hath beſtowed ſuch a 
Eiclling on them, giving 
thema living Child, ſound and per- 
tect in all its parts "and proporuons, 
without either defect of neceſſary parts, 
or exceſs and deformity thereof. T his 
ſhould make them admire and adore 
the Powerful and Wiſe Providence of 
B 2 God, 
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God, which appears in framing and 
faſhioning their Infant, ſo curiouſly and 
wonderfully in the Womb, preſerving 
it, and making it grow up, from a very 
ſmall and imperfect beginning, to ſuch 
a bigneſs, with all thote comely ſhapes 
and proportions which they behold. 

They ought to look upon their Chil- 
dren as given them of God, to be taken 
care of both as to their Souls and Bo- 
dies; to be bred up in hits fear, for bis 
Honour and Glory ; to be made fit to 
ſerve him here, and to live with him 
for ever hereafter. 

The/Soul being the chiefeſt part of 
the charge committed to Parents, | ſhall 
firſt ſhew what they ought to do for 
their Childrens Souls. 


The firſt Duty of Parents for the Souls 
of ther Children, ts, to conſecrate them 
to God in Baptiſm, 


Firſt, They ought to conſecrate 
their Children to God in Baptiſm, fo 
ſoon gs conveniently they can: They 
cannot better expreſs their gratitude to 
God for blelling them with Children, 
than by preſenting them to hin. again 
.in this holy Ordinance ; thas he = 
> CL 
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ſet his Scal vpon them, and admit them 
into his Bouſe and Family; that he 
may beſtow upon them the priviledges 
of his Children, and give them a Right 

and I itle to the Blelle neſs, the Grace 
and Glory purchaſed by Jeſus Chrilt. 
It is for this End that Baptiſm 1s 1n- 
ſtituted ; not only ro be a Ccremony of 
Admiſlion into the Church, but to ſeal 
unto us the pardon of our Sir.s, toallure 
us of the Divine Favour, 10 make us 
Members of Chriſt, Heirs oft God, and 
Inhetitours of the King com of Heaven, 
if we by wiifel in;peuirercy and nnbe- 
lief, do not afterwards hinder a ng {14 
ſtrate the Virtue therer.f. It is not ne 
ceſiary tor Parents to cr. quite an ach 
things are done by Bantilm: it is enough 
for them to know, T hat Baptiſm is ap- 
pointed for thoſe Ends, and we are ſure 
that God appoiiits nothing in vain : 
Our Saviour is faid, Eph. 5. 26. To 
ſanttify and cleanſe his Church with the 
waſhing of water by the Word, And, Tit, 
$i. $ he is ſaid 70 ſave us by the waſhing 
of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And in the 224. of the As and 
16. it is ſaid by Ananias unto Pan!, A. 
riſe and be baptized, and waſ» ar 

Sims : And fays St. Peter, 1 Epift. 5 3 
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The like Fisnre WATCHED, even Batt 
doth now alſo fave Hs ( BOT Fe pitta - 40 Y 
of the filth of the Fleſh, but the anſwer of 
a good Conſcience towards God, ) by the 
Reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt, And St. 
Paul tells us, Gal, 3. 2] Arr mas y of you 
as have been baptized in: to Cl have put 
on Chriſt: Which mands: import nor 
only our owning and acknowledging 
him as the Saviour of the World, who 
alone is able to waſh and clcanſe us 
with his Blood, but alſo our profelling 
our relolvtion to live holy lives,to walk 
In newneſs of life according to his 
Example; 1n token of which in the an- 
cient Church, they who were baptized, 
were preſently cloathed with White 
Rayment, to teltity their reſolution to 
live in holineſs, and to put off the Old 
Man, that 1s, all their former wicked 
Deeds and Cuſtoms, and filthy Practi- 
ces. Likewiſe, Rom. 6, 3, and 4. it 
Is thus written, Know ye not that ſo m; Uy 
of us as were baptized into Jejus Chriſt, 
were baptized into his Death? There- 
fore we are buried with him by Bap- 
tiſm thnto Death, that like as Chriſt 
was raiſed up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father; even ſo we alſo 
ſhould walk, in newneſs of Life, Theſe 
words 
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words import not only our belief of a 
crucified Saviour, who dyed and was 
buried for (in, to ſave us from it; but al- 
lo our Repentance, whereby we re- 
nounce ſin, as dead and buried to ic 
for the time to come. The general 
Deſign of this Szcrament, being, ſuſh- 
ciently pl-in and clear from theſe and 
other Scriptures; it is to little pur- 
poſe, (an4 oftentimes it proves to very 
jll purpoſe} to enquire any further as 
to rarticulars ; for by ſo doing, a great 
many perſons judging of divine things 


-by their own weak and fooliſh appre- 


hehſiohs, have reaſoned themſelves (it 
| may fo ſpeak) both out of their Rea- 
lon and Religion. 


2, Duty, to ſeaſon their Minds betimes 


with good Impreſſions, 


Secondly, When Children begin to 
ſpeak and to diſcover ſome dawnings of 
Reaſon, It is fit to ſeaſon their Minds 
with foxe Food Thovghcs, with ſome 
divite 4mprefſions, that Religion be- 
times ray catth hold of their tender 
and innocent Minds, before they are 
corrupted and defhled with bad Princt- 
ples, and vein & unreaſonable Opinions, 
B 4 which 
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which they are apt to learn too ſoon 
from evil Company, Teach them who 
made them; who dyed for them ; for 
what end they were made; whither good 
Children go when they dye,and whither 
naughty Children go; what a place Hea- 
ven 1s, and Hell, c-c. Thele and ſuch 
like plain and calie things are to be told 
them, which they can underſtand, and 
which may make ſome impreſſion on 
their miads. In teaching Children ſuch 
matters, it is neceſlary to condeſcend 
to their weak capacity: lt is not fit 
to ask them ſuch Queſtions at all times, 
nor yet to ſay too much to them at a- 
ny one time : Such Inſtruftions are to 
be dropt into their minds ſoftly and 
leiſurely, ſo as not to oppreſs them, but 
to recreate them; not to bea burden 
to them, but a pleaſure. It cannot be 
expreſſed how great Advantages attend 
ſuch early Inſtructions ; theſe are the 
Seeds of Virtue, which take root inſen- 
iibly, and ſpring up ſometimes very un- 
expectedly ; the Impreſſions which they 
make continue a great while,as Earthen 
Vellels retain the ſavour of that Liquor 
which was firſt put into them o_ 
time after: So powerful are theſe fir 

Inſtructions, that they are able to con- 
quer 
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quer even Nature it ſelf. The famous 
Lycurgus made this appear, by bring- 
Ing into the Market-place two Dogs 


| of one Litter, and preſenting before 


them a Pot of Pottage and a Hare ; one 
of them (which was trained up in 
Hunting) run after the Hare ; and the 
other (which was brought up in the 
Houle) fell to the Pottage. What a 
wonderful power may we daily ob- 
ſerve in thoſe early impreſſions which 
are made on mens minds ? Thereby it 
comes to paſs, that the moſt abſurd 
and extravagant Opinions, which have 
been ſuck'd in, when one was young, 
can hardly be removed by the clearel: 
and ſtrongeſt Reaſonings. 


3 Duty, to teach them to pray 


Thirdly, Teach them, fo ſoon as 
may be, to pray to God Morning and 
Evening ; To ſay after you, or others 
whom you appoint for [that purpoſe, 
two or three ſhort Petitions, which 
are eaſfie to be underſtood ; and as 
their Underſtan4ing and Capacity in- 
creaſeth, teach them the Lord's Pray- 
er-; and after that ſome larger Form: 
of Prayer, which they may ſay after 

B «5 


V OYNs 


Io Advice to Parents 
you, till they can read ir themſelves, 
or get it by heart. 

You are to have a ſpecial care, that 
they perform their Devotions in as 
orave and ſerious a manner as their 
years Can admit 
them from ai 
ons and Poſtures, when 
Prayers 


| forts of indecent Acti- 


they fay their | 
For this end, you are to | 


— —— 


You are to keep | 


teach them who it 1s the; ſpeak To | 


when £! 1ey Pray, and what theſe th 
mean, which they pray for, 

Chuſe the fitteit times for them, 
wherein to ſay their Prayers: as in the 
Morning, when-ever they ariſe ; while 
their Spirits are molt vigorous, and 
their Thoughts moſt free. At Night 
let them {ay their Prayers rather be- 
fore Supper than after ; becauſe after 
Supper, they are more apt to be very 
dull and fleepy, and thereby leſs fit 
for ſuch a performance. God is not 
to be ſerved with the refule of our 
thoughts, and with [luggilh ſleepy de- 
fires ; but with cur beit and molt live- 
ly aitections, and with the {trength 
and tervour of our deſires. 

You are to prevent = omitting 
their Prayers at any orc tin . becauſe 
doing 19 once or twice, they are apt 
£0 
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to neglect them wholly, or to return 
to them with great averſneſs : Where- 
as Cuſtom and Conſtancy in performs 
ing their Devotions, will make them 
much more ealie and pleaſant to them. 

When they are poſlefſſed with more 
perfect and folid thoughts about Re- 
ligion, with ſtronger and more lively 
impreſlions of Divine things, and are 
able without great difficulty to expreſs 
the ſenſe of their Souls; They may do 
what they find does ſerve belt the great 
purpoſes of Devotion : If praying 
without reſtraining themſelves to any 
particular Form of Words, contribute 
more to their fervency and elevation 
of mind in Prayer, let them pray with- 
out uſing a Form: But if they find 
that their Minds are more ſtayed and 
fixed, and their fervency and devotion 
greater in the ule of a Form than with- 
out it, let them do that which they 
hind beſt. 

When they pray for outward and 
temporal things, teach them to do it 
with an entire ſubmiſſion to the Will 
of God, who hath promiſed periſhing 
things conditionally, that 1s, 1o far as 
he ſees the beſtowing of them will be 
for his Glory , and the good of his 


nes 
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Children : Therefore they muſt not be 
vehement and importunate in their de- 
ſires and Prayers for ſuch things, bur 
ng. to pray for them with great hu- 
mility and reſignation to the Divine 
Will. ' As for ſpiritual Bleſſings, to 
wit, the pardon of Sin, the direction 
and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, his 
Grace to help them in time of need, 
power and frength to hght againſt 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, 
&c. Theſe things are to be prayed for 
with all the unportunity and earneſt- 
neſs that is poſſible. The more vehbe- 
ment and fervent their deſires and 
Prayers are for ſuch things, the more 
acceptable are they to God, and the 
more likely to obtain from him the 
deſires of their Souls; for he hath pro- 
miſed to {atisfie the longing Soul with 
good things. 


4. Duty, to obſerve carefully their tem. 
per and diſnoſition, and to endeavour 
to reform what # amiſs therein, 


Fourthly , Obſerve carefully their 
Temper and Diſ-:lition , what Vices 
they are molt inclined to; If they are 
Curdy and proud, peeviſh and paſſio- 
rate, 
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nate, cunning, given to lying, flattery, 
and Cdiflimulation ; if they are conceit- 
ed, raſh, and unadviſed, &c. Endea- 
your all you can- to bend their minds 
another way : For Example, if they are 
ſturdy and proud, ſtrive to humble 
them, and break them, to tame their 
proud Spirits; accultom them to the 
doing acts of humilicy ; do not gra- 
tie them in thoſe things that are apt 
to make them proud; cauſe them to 
yield, and to ſubmit co your Will, or 
to the Will of others, whom you think 
fit they ſhould obey, 

If you hnd them peeviſh and pallio- 
nate, teach them to be meek and gen- 
tle; to be of a ſweet and mild diſpo- 
fition ; to love thoſe who have done 
or ſaid ſomewhat that croſſed them ; 
not to ſeek revenge, bu: to forgive 
them; and to be kind to them; to be 
ready, when they have occaſion, to do 
them good for evil. 

If they be given to-Lying,ſhew them 
the evil of ir, that a lying Tongue :s 
an abomination to the Lord, Prov, 6. 
17, That the Devil is the Father of 
Lyars, and that they are in the num- 
ber of thoſe that are ſhut out oi the 
new Jeru/alem, agd have their part - 
the 
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the Lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone, Rev. 2 1. 8. and 22.15, Shew 
them how great hurt 17 will do them, 
and what ſhame it will bring upon 
them ; That if they be found Lyars, 
people will not believe them, even 
when they ſp2ak Irath. Encourage 
them to confels their faults, if they 
have done any thing amiſs ; be apt to 
pardon them when they contel(s, and 
tell the Truthz and commend them 
for doing fo: But if you tind them in 
a Lye, be ſure to chaſtiſe them for ir, 
eſpecially if they have done it oftner 
than once. Nothing tends more to 
the ſpoiling of Children, than their 
getting into ſuch a habit : This is a 
Vice that grows up apace, It not time- 
ly cured by good Education 5 There- 
by they leara to grow lo falſe and diſ- 
ingenuous, that they are not fix to be 
truſted or employed. 

[f you find them to be of too prodi- 
gal a Temper, apt to be too -profule 
in their Expences; ready to throw 
away their Money upon Tritites, and 
when there is no reaſonable occalion 
for itz you ought by all prudeat and 
proper Methods to endeavour to make 
them a little more diſcreet and care» 
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ful z; That they waſte nothing in vain, 
i may be: of ule to poor people ; 
That they do not throw away that 
which may do good at ſome time or 
other. Sugrvelt often to them, that 
we are Stewards of whatever God be- 


ftows up! \ that he will cal ro 
In account; and Q tncreicore 
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them what our Saviour faid to his Di- 
icip! T4 | ted five thouſand 
men [ iv C9 3109 [ 7 ICS, 
fon, ©, 12. þ they n tilled ti 4 
Hnto Dis 4 , Gather up the fras. 
ments that reinain, that n9tizng be loft, 


He would not have any tbirg loſt, or 
thrown away unnaccetiarily, which 
might be uleful atterwards to one or 
otner. 

if you find them of a covetous Tem- 
per , endeavour to endo their 
thoughts by the Principles of Chriſtian 
Charity : Shew them what an excel- 
lent thing it is to do good; to ſhew 
mercy and kindneſs z to make peoples 
hearts glad : Accuſtom them to the 
doing ſuch kind and charitable oilices ; 
for which end, give them now and then 
money, and other things to belitow on 
thoſe 
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thoſe who are poor and needy.Shew them 
the evil of Covetouſneſs; that it's the 
root of all evil, that it takes the heart 
off from God, and rendereth it unfis 
for the conſideration of Divine things, 
and for all worthy and uſeful deſigns ; 
that it diſpoſeth a man for the baſelt 
and vileſt ations and undertakings, as 
it did F4das to betray his Lord ; That 
it bereaves him of true repoſe and fa- 
tisfattion of mind, and pierceth him 
through with many ſorrows, 1 1m, 
6.9, 10, 

If you perceive them to be naturally 
melancholy, and fearful of every little 
thing, endeavour to chear up their 
Spirits : Suggeſt to them ſuch conſide- 
rations, and poſleſs them with ſuch 
Maxims and Principles, as tend to for- 
tifie their minds againſt thoſe things 
which are apt to make them uneaſje, 
and are the occaſion of their fear. If 
their diſtemper proceed from ſome bo- 
dily indiſpoſition, as oft-times it does, 
uſe ſuch helps as are neceſlary : When 
ſuch evil habits of body are once root- 
ed and ſtrongly fixed, and when the 
blood and ſpirits. are deeply infeted 
therewith, they are a very grievous 
clog to the Soul, and a great hindrance 
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to that chearfulneſs ard liberty of Spi- 
rit, wherewith people ought always to 
endeavour to ſerve God, 

If you ſee them to be of too gay 
and airy a Temper, fo that they can- 
not hx and be ſtayed at any time, you 
are to ule a great deal of prudence 
and diſcretion to compoſe ard ſettle 
their Spirits ; Sce that they uſe their 
Wit and Fancy withovt giving offence, 
and that they hurt no body by indecent 
reflections : Let them by no means 
take liberty to indulge their humour 
in jeſting about things that are Sacred, 
or that have any relation thereto : But 
you are to take heed leſt your endea- 
vouring to cure one ſzult, cccaſtin A» 
nother ; leſt your ſtriving to ecliver 
them from one extrexm, drive them to 
the contrary, that is, Icſt inſtead of 
their being too gay, you make them 
melancholy and dull: Their Wit and 
Spirit is not to be rooted out, but re- 
formed and rightly managed z for this 
may be of uſe for ſeaſoning and ſweet- 
ning Converſation. 

If you obſerve them to 'be raſh and 
forward, ready to ſpeak and att with- 
out due conſideration ; ſtrive to make 


them more cautious and circumſpect 
to 
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to refl2ft and think a little more, on 
what they ſay and do; leſt other- 
wiſe, they fall into a habit of ſpeaking 
and ating impertinently and indiſcreet- 
ly: when they ſay or do a fooliſh 
thing, for lack of conſideration, then 
take occaſion to make them ſenſible 
what a ſhame it is for them to do fo; 
what a reproach to thoſe who are rea- 
ſonable Creatures, to ſpcak and act 
like fools without Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding: Shew them ſome of the bad 
conſequences which attend ſpeaking and 
acting in this manner, 

Thus yov are to make it your Byfi- 
neſs. to conſider what are their detets 
and faults, and to do all that you can 
to cure them thereof, and wo direct 
them in the ways of Wifdatn' and 
Virtue. 

5. Duty, to ſce that they be tanoht t 
; Read 


Fift'ly, When once they are of an 
Age fit for it, ſce that they be tavght 
to reao, that thereby they may be abie 
to make uſe of the Holy Bible. It 
your condition in the World is ſuch, 
as diſables you from doing much for 
them 
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them as to their outward Eſtate; yet 
if you do this, it may prove (unleſs 
it be their own fault) of unſpeakable 
advantape to them, and 1a tome fenie 
bettcr than a great Portion. It 1s. ſad 
to ſee how a great many beſtow rea- 
dily enough on their Children, tolearn 
a gainful lrade, that they may get 
Wealth- And yet they are very un- 
willing to give a little money to one 
to teach them to read that facred Book, 
which inſtructs them in the Art of be- 
ing happy; how to be ſaved; how 
to obtain a Crown of Glory; to pur- 
chaſe a Kingdom which cannot be ſha- 
ken z to obtain a Pearl of greateſt 
price, and enduring Subſtance. T he 
Word of God doth teach us all this; 
It's given to make us Wije to Salvation, 
that we may make our Calling and our E- 
lection ſure ;, and therefore neglect not 
to Co this for them, to teach them to 
read: And when they can do it, cauſe 
them every day to read more or leſs 
in that Sacred Book : See that they do 
It with great Reverence, as being the 
Word of God: Cauſe them to conſi- 
der who it is that ſpeaketh to them 
therein; and what it 1s that he com- 
mands, promiſes, or threatens ; direct 
them 
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them at firſt to read ſuch places, as 
are moſt eafje to be underſtood, and 
which are apt to make the deepeſt 
impreſſions: After they have read, ſee 
whit they remember; cauſe them to 
te!] you what they can call to mind : 
Explain to them ſo fer as you are able, 
what they do not know ;, eſpecially in 
iuch things as are molt uſetul ro make 
them wiſer and better. Appoint them 
now and then a verſe or two, to get 
by heart; caule them to repeat them 
with due gravity z let them not do it 
in a trifling manner, as if they were 
telling a filly Story. Do not appoint 
them too many things to be got by 
hearts for this will do more hurt than 
_ A few things well underſtood 
0 better than a great many by rote. 
Be careful leſt they 
Gro _ read any Books which 
ought to ve 14-" tend to poyſon their 
mes wh minds, to fill them with 
ſalſe Opinions, or to lead 
them to bad prattices: Their tender 
minds are apt very quickly to be -cor- 
rupted by ſuch Treatiſes. Even they 
who are of a more fixed and ſolid Vir- 
tue, are 1n danger of receiving hurt 
by reading ſuch Books z eſpecially 
when 
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when they are writ with great Art, and 
when their Notions are repreſented in 
fair and Beautiful Cologrs z They are 
apt to impreſs on the fancy ſome Ima- 
ges of no good conſequence to the Soul: 
How great necd therefore have Parents 
to reſtrain their Children from reading 
ſuch Books as tend to pollute their 
innocent and chaſte minds, which are 
capable of receiving any ſort of im- 
preſſions either good or bad ? 

As for Books of Devotion; great 
care is to be taken, that only ſuch be 
put into their hands as are writ in a 
plain and eaſie ſtyle; which treat of 
things fit and needful to be known by 
themz and which are moſt likely to 
make them Wiſe and Good. They are 
to be accuſtomed to the Writings of 
thoſe who are Men of greateſt Mode. 
"ration; who do not impoſe their own 
conceits, as necellary Rules of Devo- 
tion ; who do not require ſuch things 
as abſolutely ncedful to be done, 
which God hath not. declared to be fo; 
nor y2t who ſhorten the Rule, by cut- 
ting off ſuch things as God hath in- 
joyned us : All Books which lead men 
to extreams ,are caretully to be avoid- 
ed; and {uch Treaties are to be made 
ule 
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uſe of, as contain the plain and necel- 
ſary Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; which 
tend to inſpire Men with the Spirit 
of Purity, of Truth, of Peace and Love ; 
which promote Sincerity, Juſtice, Tem- 
perance, Charity, Meekneis, Humility, 
Patience, Refiznation to the will of 
God in all things, Zeal for his Ho- 
nour and Glory, a frm belict and trult 
in him, CG 

When it 15 requiſite ta acquaint them 
with the dilterent Oplaions among 
Proteſtants, that their minds may no 
be unhxed 2nd unſettled, when they g 
abroad into the World ; be ſure rn 
to put 1nto their hands inch I racts as 
are writ with 2 ps. uncharitable Sp1- 
rit, and in a dogmatick and magilte- 
rial manner; but ſuch as are writ with 
great Temper and Moderation ; which 
erd to heal the Church of all Conten- 
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10:s and Li; 3, and not to kindle 


and increaſe them; which do not load 
Mens Opinions wita unj , extrava- 
gant, and 1mpious contequences, which 
never entred into the minds of thoſe 
who vouched them : but ſuch as make 
fair and fovourable conſtructions, and 
juſt ailowances. Such Practices are chict- 
ly to be choſen for them, which dit- 
pole 
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pole Men to be humble and modeſt; 
not to be ſtiff and pertinacious in their 
own private Sentiments; not raſhly 
and fevercly to condema others who 
have different thoughts ; and never on 
the account of any ſuch particular O- 
pinions to break the peace of Chriſtian 
Society; nor to grow more cold 1n 
their reſpect and aftection towards thoſe 
who have not the ſame thoughts with 
themſelves in lefler matters. TI hey are 
2s it were, to feed upon Books of this 
fort, and carefully .co digeſt them. 


of Duty, to brino0 them fo Ie place of pub- 
lice Hi or (hip [t [00n 4s they are fit for it. 


S$;xthly, You are to bring them to 
the place of publi;k Worſhip ſo loon as 
they are fit for it, that they may have 
the beneſit of the Prayers of God's 
People, and may learn, as th:y are Ca- 
pable, ſfomewh:. that may make them 
wiſer and beticr. Take hed how they 
carry themiclves in the Houte of God, 
that it be with all poilible ſilence and 
reverence; and that they perform their 
publick Devotions in a decent manner. 
When they come from Church, ſee 
what they remember ;- it they have got 
any 
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any thing by heart, encourage them : If 
they remember nothing, you may tell 
them ſomewhat or other of the Sermon 
which is fit for them to learn. Endea- 
vour by their conſtant attendance on 
the publick Worſhip, to beget in 
them a mighty regard thereto, as be- 
ing one great means appointed of God 
to increale in them, true Knowledge 
and Piety. Let them not ſpend the reſt 
of the Lords day in rambling abour ; 
but fo far as their age can bear ir, let 
them be imployed uſefully. 


7. Duty, to make them underſtand their 
Baptiſmal Covenant, 


Seventhly, Do all that you can to 
make them underſtand their Baptiſmal 
Covenant, and if there be opportuni. 
ty to own and renew It publickly and 
ſolemnly, fail not to encourage their 
doing it. 17s of great importance for 
them, to maxe 2 flemn profellion of 
their Fa'th, and to d:clare their Re- 
folutiocn of pertorming their Baptiſmal 
Promite: It is of great advantazve to 
thea.. at iuch an occaſion, to have the 
Prayers Gt the Canurch, apa particu- 
larly of thoſe, who arc appointee of 
God, 


Advice to Parents. 25 
God, to bleſs the People. It ts true, 
the great abuſes which have been com- 
mitted in the performance of this an- 
cient Ceremony, have. made many 
people to tlight and neglect it; bur if 
Confirmation were pertormed with that 
care and fecriouinets, which ought to 
he uſed on tuch an occaſion, it is a 
coſtora which might be of marvellous 
benefit in the Church; both to ſtir up 
Parents to inſtruct rheir Children, and 
Miniſters to Carcciute them, and ac- 
quaint them with thoſe things that are 
reedful for them to know, to believe, 
and tro do. . The careful and Religi- 
ous uſe of it, would tye Children more 
ſtrialy to mind the great concerns of 
their Souls; it would afford them oc- 
caſhon ro conhlder what it 15 to have 
been hapriled, and to be a Chriſtian : Ir 
would work 11 thema more pow«rful 
ſnfe of the Obligations: of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and make thea1 more caretul to 
live up to trlat holy Religion, where- 
of they made fo publick a profcſlion : 
It would make them more afraid- to 
do bad thinzs, againſt which they had 
proteſted 10 ſolemnly. And not only 
fear, but ſhame in this cafe, would re- 
ſtrain them trom doing wickedly. This 

S would 
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would be to young People a great de- 
tence againſt Temptations: Bad men 
would not {o boldly ask them to in, 

it they knew they had openly and 10- 
lemnly difowned and renounced them, 
and all their wicked Courſes; and it 
they were tempted, they would be more 
apt to ſay in their own minds; Shall we 
do fuch wicked things, and run the ha» 
zard of being Covenant-breakers, and 
perjured perions 5 Shall we commit 
fuch Villanies, and practice ſuch Abo- 
minarions, and thereby break our 10- 
lemn Yaw and Engazement * Shall we 
by our tolly and impiety give occalion 
of offence and ſcandal to the Church 
of Chriſt, which he hath purchated 
with his Blood * Shall we renounce the 
Captain of our Salvation, and prove 
Deſerters, who have fo lately vowed 
ro renounce the Devil and all his Works 
What a mighty defence would this be 
to your Children, when allaulted by 
the fiery Darts of the Devil, the Va- 
nitics of the World, and the lults ot 
their own deceitful hearts; to cont 
der, that by their own aQual Content, 
they have renounced all theſe, and g1i- 
ven up themſelves iato the handy. of 
2NTy FOwer, 

Grough 
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through Faith unto Salvation ? T hey 
have vowed, nd they- cught to per- 
> | form it, to kcep his righteous Judg- 
" | ments. Thele things being impar- 
tially conſidercd, ſhould mightily ex- 
| cite Parents to ſee that their Children 
do openly and ſolemnly profeſs their 
Faith in Chriſt crucified; their reſo- 
lution to obey him, to ſerve him, and 
love him, to fight under his Banner, 
, againſt (in, the Devil, and the World, 
x and to continue his Faithful Souldicrs 
and Servants unto their lives end. Is 
not this your Glory, that your Chil- 
dren are Chriſtians ? and do you think 
it a ſhame or diſhonour for” you or 
them, if they make a ſolemn profeſſi- 
on of their Chriſtianity ; that they a- 
vow their Religion, and will by Gods 
, help make good the promiſe which 
| was made in their Name in Baptiſm? 
| 
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Of ſo great importance is this Cuſtom, 

that the greateſt men amongſt the Re- 
; formers did highly commend it, and 
i did earneſtly wiſh that it might bere- 
ſtored, as a thing of great uſe to- 
» wards the reviving the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity. 
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8. Duty, to encourage them to come to 
the Lord's Table. 


E:yghthly, When they are fit for it, 
you ſhould encourage them to come to 
the Table of the Lord, that they may 
be ſtrengthened in their moſt holy Faith, 
aad further allured of the love of God; 
thatthey may make a publiek profellion 
of: their Chriltianity, of their love to 
their Lord and Maſter Jeſus, of their 
Charity toall Men, and of their (incere 
aftection to thoſe wha are Chriſts Mem- 
bers. and Followers: They ought to 
make yſept this holy Sacrament, that 
their loye to their deareſt Lord and Sa- 
viour may be kindled and cnflamed, by 
remembring his Love,and ſhewing forth 
his Death; that they may bind them- 
felyes; more ſtrictly to ferve and obey 
him,, and to fulil their Baptiſmal En- 
Zagernment. How glad ſhould Parents 
be-to fee their Children advanced t9 
this. honour, to gat and drink at their 
Lord's Table, tq partake of fo great 
a. Teſtimony af his Kindheſsand Friend» 
ſhip ? How earneſtly ſhould they en- 
courage them to embrace this opportu- 
niiy &: renewing thely Covenant with 
tne 
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the Lord, to live and to dye his faith- 
ful Servants? Do you not delire to 
have them ſaved, to have them delivered 
from their Luſts and Paſhons, their 
Pride and Revenge, Uncharitablenels 
and Malice, their Hatred and Envy, 
and from all manner of Sin and Folly, 
'© be made pure and clean in Heart 
and Lite, to be made meet for that ho- 
ly place, where no unclean thing can 
erter ? Do you not dejire that thei: 
Sins may be blottcd out, that they may 
he waſhed with the Blood of their Sa- 
viour ? And yct do you not adviſe an:! 
entreat them for their Souls Health anc 
Safcty, to come to the Holy Commut11- 
on, which is deſigned for theſe exccl- 
lent and great Ends and Purpoſes ? Bur, 
alas! how far are too many Parents 
from doing this for their Children ? 
How many do either wholly, or for ths 
moſt part, neglc&t and flight this holy 
Ordinance themſelves, as if our Lord 
had without any juſt or neceſſary ground 
appointed it ? How can ſuch Perſons 
expect the precious Fruits of the Death 
of Chriſt, who will not remembcr 
his Death, when he ſo lovingly and 
kindly calls and invites them to Co it ? 
Do tis Ty. remembrant 7 of me, \W hat 4 

G 3 ercat 
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great Argument is it of a wonderful de- 
cay of true Piety and Religion in the 
World, when Men do thus deſpiſc 
and ſet at naught the kindneſs of their 
Lord and Saviour? When they refuſe 
to do a thing, ſo juſt and realonable, 
and fo ecaſie as this is ; which tends ſo 
much to his Glory and their own true 
Happineſs and Welfare,both herc and 
hereafcer * 


9. Daty, to take care that they ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to Self-Exa: 
mination. 


Ninthly, When they are fit for it, 
iee that they accuſtom themſclves to 
Self-Examination, that they ſpend a 
few momeats every night (it another 
time of the day be not more conve- 
nient for them to do it in,)1in calling 
themſelves to an account; I hat they may 
ſee what good or what evil they have 
done, That they may give praiſe and 
thanks unto God for any thing they 
have done, which was good and right ; 
and that they may confeſs their Sins and 
Follies, begging his gracious pardon ; 
anc 
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and renewing .their purpoſes and re- 
'oluttons to do bctter for the time to 
come 


Bur beſides theſe daily ſhort Re- 
views of their Heart ard Life, tis fit 
to call upon them when they arc well 
advanced in years, to a more ſtrict and 
tolemn Examination of themſelves ; to 
Prayer and Faſting, as their Age and 
Strength can bear it. This may be 
done once a Month, or once tit two 
Months, or once a Quarter at Icaſt, 
As to their abſtinence from Food on 
ſuch days, there's no Rule can be given 
to ſerve all perſons z if they can faſt one 
meal or two, it is well ; if not, then they 
may eat leis at a time, and of ſuch 
things as are leſs apt to be a hinderance 
totheir Devotion : That is to be done 
that ſerves moſt to render them fit 
for Prayer and Meditation. It will 
be convenient in order to their doing 
this to good purpoſe, to be directed to 
a method, that ſo their I houghts may 
not wander and be unfixed : For which 
end, It will be of good ule, to have the 
direftion of their Miniſter, it he be a 
dilcreet and good Man, or of ſome ©- 
ther prudent ſerious Chriſtian Friend : 
B 4 Or 
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Or you may recommend to them ſome 
plain and eafie ſhort Treatiſe on this 
Subject, ſuch as you ſhall find written 
diſcreetly with due moderation of Spi- 
Tit. 

There is not any one method can be 
preſcribed for all perſons, nor hit for 
all times: But in general, upon ſuch 
days it's fit for them to begin with 
Prayer to God, humbly begging the 
Divine Aſſiſtance and Dirc@tion ; that 
he may open their eyes to ſee their 
lin and folly; and to diſcover his mercy 
and kindneſs, his long uttering and 
patience towards them, that they may 
be thereby led to Repentance. 

They may next enquire particularly 
and ſtritly into their ways and doings; 
which they may do, by conſidering what 
have been their thoughts, their words 
and deeds; each of which they are to 
examine according tothe Rule of God's 
Word : Or, (which comes to the ſame 
thing) they may go over the Com- 
mandments, and ſee wherein they have 
broken any of them: Wherein they find 
themſelves guilty, they are with un- 
feigned ſorrow and inward contrition, 
toconfeſs it, to mourn for it, and car- 
neſtly to beg forgiveneſs of God ; re- 
/olving 
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ſolving with full purpoſe of heart,to do 
ſo no more; but to ceaſe from evil, and 
to learn to do well. I heyare to con- 
ſider what Temptations they are moſt 
in danger of; that they may avoid 
them : They arc allo to conſider what 
courſe tney mult take,and what Chriſtian 
Methods they muſt ute, to overcome 
their cvil Inclinations, and fooliſh and 
bad Cuſtoms ; and they are to reſolve to 
govern themſelves accordingly ; and fin- 
cercly to endeavour to go on unto 
perf<ction. After this, they may reflect 
on the kind Providences they have 
met with; that their Souls may be k!- 
led with a gratcful ſenſe thereof ; that 
they may return a'l praiſe and thanks 
to God for his mercy and love; ard 
may be excitcd for the time to come. 
to truſt more firmly in him, and to de- 
pend vpon him.” They may particu- 
larly conhider, whercin God hath becr 
plcaſed to anſwer their Prayers, and to 
grant them the good things they have 
25ked of him for their Souls and Bodies, 
for themſelves or for others ; that their 
Pizty and Love to God may be ther-- 
Dy the more kincled, and their Dev 

tion excited ; that their Faith and Ho; 

may be made more ſtrong and liv: 
ly. Bg Ihicy 
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They may take notice likewiſc of the 
Corrections and Chaltiſements, where- 
with God hath thought fit to exerciſe 
them ; that thcreby they may be a- 
wakened from ſin, and made wiſer and 
better for the time to come. 

It will be very uſcful for them to 
have a Note in writing of thoſe vari- 
ous particulars; that they may on ſuch 
days review them, and with the more 
eaſe make ſuch RefleCtions on them, as 
tend to their improvement in real Pie- 
ty. 

Beſides theſe Acts of Devotion,which 
concern themſelves immediately ; it 
will be fit on ſuch days to make earneſt 
and hearty Praycrs to God for all 
Mankind ; for the Converſion of Jews, 
Turks and Pagans : For the Reformati- 
on of thoſe Chriſtian Countries that 
are corrupted with Superſtition and 
Idolatry z for Union amongſt thoſe that 
are divided in their Opiaions about leſ- 
ſer matters; for deliverance to thoſe 
who are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
ſake; and for thcſe Lands, (that God 
may inſpire us with a Spirit of Peace, 
of Love, and of true Piety;) For our 
King andQueen) for all Judges and Ma- 
giltratcs ; tor all the Miniſters of the 
Golpel; 
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Goſpel; for all their Frie nds and Rela. 
tions ; for all their Enemics,and for all 
who deſire their Prayers; of whom it is 
not unfit to keep a particular Note in 
writing, that this Chriſtian Office may 
be performed towards them with all 
faithfulneſs and kindneſs. 

They are next to conſider, what may 
be done by them for the honour of God 
and the good of Men; and are to reſolve 
to do ſome Act or other of Picty or Cha» 
rity, which may be of real advantage 
to Mens Souls or Bodies, 

One thing more I ſhall mention, 
which may be very uſeful on ſuch days ; 
and that is, T hat they conſider what 
are the things wherein they detire more 
earneſtly the divine Aſliitance and Di- 
rection ; which they may write down 
diſtinctiy, that they may renew their 
Petitions therein every day. And there- 
after, eſpecially on tuch days as they 
appoint for more ſolemn Refl:Ction 
and Pimiliation, they may conſider 
wht Ai.i'wers God has been plealed 
to afoOrq them 

Theie are a few General Heads on 
this Subje&t, which may be of great ad- 
vantage, in order to the promoting of 
true Deyotiog ; But the deſigned brevi- 
ry 
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ty of this Treatiſe does not permit the 
enlarging upon them. 


IO, Duty, to obſerve rat Providences 
they meet mith, and 10 acquamet them 
therem:tr) 172 aue lime. 


Laſtly, Conſider what Providences 
they mect with, what ſignal Mercies and 
Favours their merciful Father beſtow- 
eth upon them; what Dangers and 
Hazards they have eſcaped, wherein 
God's kindneſs and mighty power has 
appeared towards them, in preſervin 
them, and keeping them alive : Keep | 2 
Note thereof | writing ; that ſo when 
they come to be of age, you may aCc- 
114int them therewith, that they may 
thercin read the loving kineneſs and 
tender Mercies of the Lord, and his 
wonderful gocdneſs and favour towards 
them; and may be excitcd to be thank- 
tul, and to put their truſt and confi- 
dence in him, whoſe Mercies are ovycr 
all his Works. But, alas! How far are 
moſt Parents from doing this ? Very 
few do any ſuch thing for themſelves ; 
the Mercies of God are renewed to 
them every morning, they live at his 
coſt and charge, he giyes them richly all 
things 


| 
| 
| 
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things to cnjoy ; all their gocd things 
are from him alone : But how little do 
they conlider, and take notice of the 
Hand of God, in thole many and great 
benefits he loads them with every hour 
and moment ? They do not retiect up- 
on the great and marvellous things that 
he does for them ; they live as if they 
were altogether inſeniible of God's 
mercies and loving kindnellcs ; and no 
wonder it they take l:ttle thought to 
polleſs their Children with any Im- 
preilions of that whcreof they have no 
ſenſe themſelves. 


Some Direttions to Parents, Low to render 
their Endeat.ours ef) cial, 


Now, to render your 
Admonitions and all other I, Ihe muſt 
_ : grve thetr Chile 
Endeavours eftectual, for 5, J,.4 £x- 
the good of your Chil- anple, 
dren; Firſt, you muſt give 
them good Example; when you bid 
them read or pray, or partake of the 
Holy Sacrament, or attend the publick 
Worſhip, &c. you mult do (fo far as 
is needful and fit) the fame things your 
ſelves: This will make your Admoni- 
tions ſucceſsful; Children learn more 


by 
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by the eye than by the ear. lf they 
{ee you do contrary to what you ad- 
vile them, they will be apt to think you 
do not believe what you fay ; or that 
you are very cruel aad unmercitul to- 
wards them, to bind heavy burdens up- 
on them, and not to touch them your 
ſelves ; and if you ſhould conſtrain your 
Children to do what you do not your 
ſelves; what would it {ignify ? It would 
only make them Hypocrites and Dit- 
ſemblers, to do that which they have 
no heart unto, and which they are not 
periuaced to be thiur Daty. Such Chil- 
dren,when ance the re!traint and force 
which is upoa them 1s removed, will 
be ſure to give themſelves the tull ſwing 
in all manner of Folly ; they will do 
thoſe things which they have ſeeu in 
you, and learned by your Example. 
2aly. Chuſe good Com- 
*s Thy muſt pany for your Children, 
chuſe good Come * 
pany for them, (10 far as you have op- 
portunity and ability to 
do it,) otherwiſe, neither your Admo- 
nitions nor Examples will fignifie much: 
Their ordinary Company, if naughty, 
will pull down faſter than you are able 
to build : CorruptNature is eaſily drawn 
away by the Example and I 
® 
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of ſinners ; This is like going down hill, 
which is ealie, con{idering Mens natu- 
ral bent and inclination - Whereas 
Self-denyal and mortiftying our Luſts 
and Paſſions, 1s more difhcult, efpeci- 
ally at firit, like going up hill. When 
therefore you lee your Children fal- 


them from the inare; to break off their 
Familiarity, that they be not corrupt- 
ed thereby, and utterly ruincd. We 
ſce how careful People are to keep their 
Children from thoſe who have the 
Small Pox, or any other infeftious Di- 
ſtemper; and yet what a ſtrange mad- 
neſs is it for them to trult them to the 
Society of thoſe, whole Lives and Man- 
ners are fall of the deadly Poyſon of 
Sin, which intects and kills the Soul. 
As this Rule is neceſ- 
ſary to be followed at all A4duice to Pa- 
times, ſo eſpecially when /#"'* 7% ſend 
. "_—_ " ther Children 
Parents fend their Chil- 7 5. 
dren into Foreign Coun- xe, 
tries, when they are fit 
to Travel; how careful ſhould they be 
not to truſt them toevery body ? But 
to the Conduct of thoſe who not only 
may be uſeful to advance them in the 
Knows 
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Knowledge of the World, to alliſt them 
in their Journeyings, to take care about 
their Lodging and Diet, to wait on 
them to vilit great Men, to-ſee fine 
Places, curious Fabricks, famous Mo- 
numents, and ancient Inicriptions, to 
learn the Language of the Countrey, 
and the different Modes and Faſhions, 
the Government and Policy, and ſuch 
like: - But who likewiſe (through the 
Bleſſing of God on their E: 1deavou rs, ) 
may preſerve them from the Vices of 
thoſe Countries where they Travel; 
from thoſe bad Cuſtoms to which they 
have a great inclination : Who may 
make it their buſineſs to ſeaton their 
Minds with deeper and more lively im- 
preſſions of Virtue; to polleſs them with 
a mighty regard for ſuch excellent Ex- 
amples as they have occaſion now and 
then to ice, t9 fortify them againlt the 
many wicked and dangerous Opinions 
and Practices they meet with; to ac- 
quaint them chiefly with the wiſeſt and 
beſt Men, by whofe Converſation they 
may be improved in Wiſdom and Vir- 
tue ; that they may return into their 
own Country with their Minds fur- 
niſhed with uſeful Notions, with ſolid 
Principles, and wiſe Obſervations ; that 
they 
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they may be able, either in a more 
private way, OT in 2 publick capacity, 
to do ſomewhat, not unworthy of 
thoſe who have had ſuch good occaſi- 
ons for improving themſelves if thoſe 

things which are excellent. To ſerve 
this deſign, Parents arc to be careful 
of two things; One 1s, That their 
Children travel under the conduct of 
one who is wiſe and prudent, and is of 
a ſincere and folid Picty : If he be one 
that is either fonliſh, or prophare and 
Atheiſtical, his Company muſt needs 
be very hurtful and dan gerons; It 
may utterly ruine the young perſons 
who are intruſted to him. What an 
unaccountable thing is 1t to think, that 
men who are caretul to have a. $kilful 
Groom to lock to their Horſes, thoold 
be ſo mad, as. to ventars their Chil» 
cren (who are their chtefeſt Poſleffion, 
ard the principal Objects of their care 
and kindneſs) into the hands of thoſe 
Wao have lictle ciicretion, and leſs pie- 


ty 2 The ſecond thine that Parents 
ought to be caretu W of, in this matter ; 
is, That their Children do not travel 


till thev arc come to ſomewhat of 
ſtayedneſs, and ſolidity of Judgment 

Bll their un derſtanding and diſcretion 
Is 
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is ſuch, as may give ground to hope 
that their Travelling ſhall do thein no 
hurt, but good. It is none of the wi- 
ſeſt parts 1n ſome Parents,to ſend their 
Children too ſoon into Foreign Coun- 
tries, before their Judgment 1s prepa- 
red, and made f:t to make uſeful Retle- 
tions and Obſervations on the World ; 
before their minds are poſſ:iſed with 
folid Principles of Virtue, and with a 
deep ſenſc of Religion z ſo as not to 
be 1n great danger from the tentati- 
ons: which they are ſure to meet with 
in moſt places : Before they know any 
thing at home, it is too ſoon to ſend 
them abroad : Before they know them- 
ſelves a lictle, it is not adviſable to 
ſend them into the wide World, to 
know a vaſt multitude of other things : 
Hence it too often comes to paſs, that 
a great many return after their Tra- 
vels greater Fools than they went ; 
they bring back nothing but a load of 
the Vices and Vanities of other Coun- 
tries, 

3. They muſt, as 


Thirdly, Let not over- 


ned requires, YE- great fondneſs blind 
prove and chaſten your eyes, ſo as not to 


thetr Chiltren : ſee the faults of your 
and naw * 


Children ; nor cauſe 
you 


> 
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| you to ſtop your ears againft juſt com- 


plaints. It's true, there are ſome wick- 
ed people who love to ſow diſcord, io 
kindle {trite and contention ; to divide 
che neareſt Relations : But all are not 
ſo very Wicked ; you cannot but know 
ſome who love you and your Children 
ſincerely ; and when ſuch perſons tell 
you of their faults, you ought to do 
the part of thoſe who are wile, as well 
as kind Parents ; that i*, you ought to 
do all you can to reform their faults, 
and make them better ; and withal you 
ought to be heartily thankful to thoſe 
who do not flatter you and your Chil- 
dren, to the hurt both of you and 
them. 

In order to their Reformation, try 
firſt all gentle Methods to make them 
better : Endeavour to conquer them 
with the Weapons of Kindneſs and 
AﬀeCtion ; Endeavour by loſtructions 
and Admonitions to make them ſenſible 
of their Faults ; Uſe Promiſes and 
Encouragements to allure them to do 
what they ought; When Threatnings 
are neceſſary, tnake uſe of them like- 
wiſe; and if they do not ſerve the 
turn, then try the Rod ; bur let it be 
always the laſt remedz, after you have 
10 
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in vain attempted their Reformation 
by milder and gentler Methods : And 
when you uſe Severity, do it with due 
moderation, and with great carc; leſt | 
you kindle your own paſſion, and ex- 
ceed the bounds of wiidom and dikcre- | | 
tion. If once yon pive way to this | 
rough, ſevere, and vio- 
The Fvil tm lent Method of dealing 
great Sererity. with your Children, there 
is a threefold diſadvan- 
tage attends it ; Firſt, you diſcourage 
your Children, you break their Spr- 
rits, yon make them unft for any uſe- | 
fut thing; you tempt 'them to do ſuch 
things as are hnrtful to themſelves, and 
may prove grievous to you. If op- 
preſſion makes a wiſe man mad ; *tis no 
wonder if a Child, or young perſon, i is 
ſadly difordered, 'and made half mad 
by cruel and tyrannical uſage : Tho? it 
be a fault in Children to be ſo; yet 
Parents onght to be careful not to 
provoke them over-much to wrath, by 
a ſevere unmerciful carriage towards 
them. Secondly, you kindle your own 
paſhons, yon diſorder your minds, and 
accultom your ſelves to a fiery Tem- 
per ; you become fierce, barbarous, and 
ſavage; thereby you turn one of your 
great 
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great Temporal Comforts into a grie- 
vous Croſs and heavy Burden. Third- 
ly, you hereby likewiſe teach your 
Children, thorough your Example, to 
be of a pallionate and violent Spirit ; 
and fo you do them more hurt, than 
all your Correcticns and Inſtructions 
can do them good : Never think to 
cure them of their Faults, by your 
committing as bad your ſelves : You 
mult not do evil that good may come 
of it : The wrath of man worketh not 
the Righteouſneſs of God. 


Fourthly, W hen 
pleaſeth God to viue 4 Te mall _ 
them with ſickneſs, or {77 of their Chit: 
any other adveriity ; qrens Si, hneſs, or 
be ſure to do all that of any other afti- 
you can, to bear in #wns they meet 
upon thcir minds, a *#%:i2mards the 

"wb v-* - maling of 'them 
ſenſe of thoſe things ;/ey ,nd berrer. 
you are molt delirous 
to have them touched with, and which 
in time of their health they, made but 
very little account of, AfBliKtion is the 
time, in which God uſeth to work: up- 
on the hearts. of people moſt powertul- 
ly and ctiectually ; Then he awaken» 
eth them,and convinceth them of on 
d 
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ſad and dangerous ſtate ; He caſts them 
down, thay being made ſenſible of their 
fin and danger, he may again raile 
them up, and ſpeak comfortably to 
them. / will allure her, and bring her 
into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortably 


to her, Haſ. 2.4. Therefore all they' 


who ſincerely delire to reclaim their 
Children, or others, from their bad 
and fooliſh courſes, ought to take the 
opportunity of their ſickneſs, their 
pain and grief, their loſſes and diſap- 
pointments, and of any other ſorts of 
troubles and afflictions wherein they 
are, that then they may ſuggeſt to them 
ſuch Counſels and Advices as are pro- 
per for their Inſtruction, their Convi- 
tion, and Amendment. At other 
times, there are a great many things 
which are apt to hinder good Counſel 
from entring into the mind, or from 
making any deep impreſſion thereon ; 
pleaſures and vanities are apt to choak 
the good ſeed : But when they are af- 
flicted and humbled a. little by ſome 
outward prellure, or bodily diſtem- 
per ; they are thereby ſomewhat bet- 
ter diſpoſed to hear friendly Admoni- 


tions and Counſels, and to think a. 


little more ſeriouſly of their ways and 
doings, 
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doings. /t is good for a man that he 
bear the yoke in his Touth , He futeth 
alone and keepeth ſilence, QC. Lam, 3, 
27, 28, 

Fifthly, Be earneſt | | 
in your Prayers to God 5' -_- ——_ 
daily for them ; that ny FP 0 
he would make them 
what he requires them to be, his du- 
tiful and obedient Children and Ser- 
vants ; That he would ſeaſon their 
hearts with his Fear and Love; That 
he would turn them from Sin and Fol- 
ly 3 and incline their hearts to keep 
his Precepts always, cven unto the 
end; That he would hold up their 
goings 1n his paths, that their footſteps 
may not ſlide ; T hat he would be their 
God and guide z their Sun and ſhield, 
and their portion for ever ;; and that 
he would give every one of them thoſe 
things which be beſt and molt needful 
for them. You have great enconrage- 
ment to do this; becauſe you are allu- 
red that God hcareth Prayer ; He hath 
faid, Every one that asketh recerveth, So 
that either he will grant your Chil- 
dren what .you beg for them, or if 
they render themielves unworthy of 
the mercy and kindneſs of God, by 
their 
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their perverſenels and ſtubbornneſs, 
yet you-are fure of one thing, that 
your Prayers are not lolt ; they fhall 


return into your bolom : God will | 


plentifully reward your Piety , your 
Charity, and Zeal, with more Grace 
here, and Glory hereafter. 


Some Mates to excrte Parents to ods 
theſe things. 


Now to ſtir you 

t. Mxive, from the UP to pertorm theſe 
Diune Command. things; Conlider,frſt, 
Ic is the Will of God 

that you bring up your Children in- his 
Fear, and acquaiat them with his holy 
Laws and Commandments. He who 
made you, requires you to do this; 
he who preſerves you and keeps you 
alive z he: who 1s your King and Lord, 
who has a Right to your ſervice, t0 
all that-you are able to do ; who 
your Father tn. Heaven ; who daily 
takes care.of you, 'and. loads you with 
hx benefits; who is'the God of your 
Salvation ; who hath ſent his Son into 
the World to die for you : It is even 


he who ſaith, Eph. 6. 4. And ye Fa-' 


thers, provoke not your Children to wrath, 
but 


as a M— —_— M.A 
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but . bring them up in the nurture and ad- 
monitz0n of the Lord. 1t you then be 
the Subjects, the Servants, and the 
Children of the great God ; If you 
love and fear him, as you ought to do, 
you will be ſure to make 1t your buſt- 
neſs to train up your Children 1a true 
Virtue and Piety 3 to make them what 
God requires them to be, holy, as he who 
hath called them ts holy, in all manner of 
Converſation ;, you will excite them to 
ſtrive to enter rm at the ſtrait gate, To 
work out their Salvation with fear and 
trembling ,, To remember thesr Creator in 
the days of their youth , To ſeek God 
while he may be found, and to call upon 
him while he 4s near ; To love the Lord 
with all their heart, and their Neighbours 
a themſelves, 
Secondly, Is not this 2. Maotrve, from 
a work worthy of all #* being a work 
" ad worthy of the ut- 
your care aud palns, tO ,,z i, ind 
ſave the Souls of thoſe, pains of Parents, 
who are parts of your 
ſelves, who derive their Being from 
you 7 You are the laſtruments not on- 
ly of their Being, but the means of 
conveying unto them natural defile- 
ment and corruption : And therefore 
you ought with a great deal of Zeal 
D to 
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to endeavour to have their pollutions 
waſhed off by true unfeigned Repen- 
rance, and a hearty turning from Sin 
unto God; by their putting off the 
works of darkneſs, and putting on the 
Armour of light ; by their putting on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and walking as 
he walked. Are you ready to do. all 
that you can to make your Children 
rich and wealthy, great and honoura- 
ble in the World ? And yet are you 
at ſo little pains to do that for them, 
which tends to make them rich in 
raith, and Heirs of a\'glorious Inheri- 
tance ? You endeavot to acquaint them 
with thoſe' who may'be nſetul' to them 
in their worldly Affairs and Concerns ; 
And why do you not [trive to acquaint 
them with God, their greateſt and 
beſt Friend ? Who ts ſure ta ſtand by 
them, to take them up, and to take 
care of them, when all forſake them, 
and turn their backs npon them ? Why 
do you not with greater carneſtnefs 
endeavour to procure unto them his 
Friendſhip and Love, who 1s infinitely 
Powerful, and infhnirely Good and 
Kind ; and therefore not only can, but 
will do for them exceeding abundantly 
above all that either you or they can 
think or ask 7 IT iirdly, 
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Thirdly, The doing of 

this 1s attended with great 3.Mvtive, from 
Rewards, not only in ano- 774 Rewards 
ther World, but even in wt ges wag: 
tlus Life. You cannot but fuirbfally ds 
nd an!pcakable Joy and theſe FhINgs. 
Comtort, when you behold 

your Children walking in the fear of 
God, going trom ſtrength to ſtrength, 
and from Grace to Grace, that at laſt 
they may come and appear before the 
Lord in Sion. Is will tree you from a 
great many anxious thoughts about 
them for the time to come, when you 
know. that they have God tor * their 
Friend, who will be a Guide and Bucks 
ler to them: What a great ſatisfacti- 
on will it afford you, to think that 
they, for whom you make io great 
provition, and are at {o much pains, are 
gocd apd wile, and in all probability 
will make good ut2 ot what is given 
them, or dcehzned' for them? When 
you ice them humble, of a wild and 
gentle temper, apt to bear - uneaſle 
tnings meckly and patiently; when 
you ſee them fober and tcmperate, 
Charitable and compaſſionate, juſt and 
upright, true and faithful, wiſe and 
prudent, devout and religious, zealous 
D232 tor 
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for the Honour of God, and ſtudying 
daily to grow up in all Virtue and 
Pietv; How will tlits fill you with a 
Pleature that cannot be expreſled ? So 
true is it that is ſaid by the Wiſe: } 
Man, Prov. 15. and 20, A wiſe Son. 
meberb A glad Father, 
Fourthly, lt you negle & 
4. Mhtive, from £0 do thete things tor the 
the ſad Effefts Souls of your Children, 
which attend the and leave them to them- 
_ JJ '2ſe ſelves to do as they liſt, 
: then you may expect that 
their Sins and Follies, their Pride aad 
Pailion,their Gluttony andDrunkennels, 
their Curſing aud Swearing, their Ly- 
ing and Decetving,their Malice and Re- 
venge, their Chambering and Wanton- 
neſs, their Atheiſm and Irreligion, 
will not only prove Trapical to them, 
but occaſion great uneahacls, vexa- 
tion and griet of mind to you. Prov. 
10, 1. A Fook(h Son 1s a heavine(s to his 
Mother, and Ch, 17. 21, le that beget- 
teth a Foal, doth ut to Ins ſorrow, and 
the Father of a Fool hath no joy. 
Tis true, "is not in the Power of 
Parents to infuſe good Qualities into 
the Minds of their Children z fome 


are 1o very perverſe, that all that can 
be 
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be ſaid or done by Parents, 1s altoge- 
ther ſlighted, and neg'ected by them : 
However ſuch Parents, who have the 
affliction of ſad and wretched Children, 
have ſome comfort and ſatisfaction in 
having done their Duty for them, and 
in endeavouring to approve themſelves 
unto God, who will accept of their 
honeſt and ſincere endeavours; and 
will crown them with glorious Re- 
wards. Burt it is otherwiſe, when Chil- 
dren prove had through the too great 
indulgence or the negligence and had 
Example of Parents. What a dcep 
wound mult it needs give them, when 
they begin to conſider that they did not 
their part to make their Children good, 
and were ſo far from it, that they 
corrupted ard ruined them by their bad 
Example, and over great kindneſs and 
indulgence? Such Parents do often eat 
the Fruits of their cruel fondneſs, and 
feel the ſad Effects of their own bad 
Example, by means of their Prophane 
and Graceleis Children. As God doth 
often wvifit the mmgquity of the Parent s upon 
the Children; fo when Children are ſuf- 
tered to go on in their fooliſh and 
wicked courſes, through the indiſcreet 
gentleneſs and kindneſs of Parents, 

D 3 who, 
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who, perhaps, are in other reſpe1s good 
people; the Lord doti: metres PU- 
niſh ſuch Pareats, ard bring Tempo- 
ral Judgments upon them. E! y Was 2 
great inſtance of this, 1 Sam. 2, and 22. 
He hcard all that his Suns did unto all 
Iſrael ; which wcre things of a very vile 
nature, whereby, as It's faid Chap. 3. 
and 13. they made themſelves Vile, that 
Is, 'hateful to God, and baſe and con- 
temptible to all the People, by their 
lewd and abominable practices. E!y did 
reprove them, hut it was too coldly 
and gently. Chap. 2. 23, 24. Find be 
ſaid HARI) In m. WHY a/) y' Fol ſuc ” tongs 4 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all this 
People : N; ay, my Sons ; for it 15 110 good 
report. that [ hear » you make the Lord's 
People to tranſgreſs. Belides his reproof, 
he ought to have reſtrained _ Ch. 3. 
and 13. as being High-Prie | a Judge, 
and Chief Governour nnd the 
People: He ought to have put them 
out of the Prieſthood, as accurſed per- 
ſons, and executed the Laws of God 
againſt them. Which becanſe he did 
not, therefore God denounced very 
dreadful judgments againſt him by a 
Prophet, whom he ſent unto him, 
Chap. 2. 31, 32, 33, 34, 36. and Chap. 


I. I 3, 


| 
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# 3. 13, 14. And in Chap. 4. we find his 


two Sors Hophn and Phineas were (lain 
In Battel by the Philiſtines, and the 
Ark of God was taken ; upon the news 
whereof, the Old Man fcll from off 
his Scat backwards, and his neck brake 
nd he dyed. 

We fee likewiſe in David, what 
was the Eft of his too great indul- 
gence to ſome of his Children; eipr- 
cially Ab alom and Adomyahl, W9 
only wrought their own deſtruction, 
but proved great Crolles to their ar<4 
Father. 


b 
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FAKE 


The Duties of Parents as to their 
Childrens Bodies. 


Aving treated of the Duty of 
Parents towards their Children, 
as to their Souls, the better part, 1 
ſhall next ſhew what their Duties are, 
as to the Bodies of their Children. 
Firft, It bclongs to the 
1. Duty, ii Mother to give fuck to her | 
belongs to the Children; unleſs ſome bo- 
fuck tf, dily imperfection, great 
Chillren. weakneſs, or ſickneſs, or 
her circumſtances in the 
World, make it impoſlible, or very 
dangerous and inconvenient both for 
her and the Children, or for either. 
For this end it is that God hath given 
Breaſts unto Women, and conſe the 
Milk 


Advice to Parents. 57 


Milk to flow into them, that there 
may be nouriſhment ſuitable to the ten-= 
der Infants in a readineſs for them, 
Neither can we ſuppoſe any other bo- 
dy capable of ſh-wing equal Care and 
Love to the Children, with that which 
it is natural for the Mother to expreſs 
to the Fruit of her own Womb. Be- 
ſides this, it cannot well be imagined, 

that the Milk of any other Body can 
be ſo fit for the Child as its own Mo- 
thers, if ſhe be but in tolerable Health. 
Even amongſt the Heathens, they were 
accounted but halt Mothers, who neg- 
lected to give Suck to their Children. 
An ancient Author amongſt the Hea- 
thens, ſpeaking on this 

Subject, faith ®, How *® Auluy Gellins, 
unnatural a thing is lib. 12.cap. 1, 
this, how imperteft, Quod ot enum 
and only to be a Mo- hoc contra natHs 
ther by halves, having ram, rmperſe« 
brought forth a Child, Gam atque di- 
preſently to throw it a+» midiatum mas 
way ? having nouriſh- #45 genus ? 

ed in her Womb ſome- 

what that [he could not ſee, not now to 
nouriſh it with her Milk, when ſhe ſees 
It alive, and calling for her aſliſtance ? 


Ds We 
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We ſce likewiſe that 

Peperiſſe, ac fla- Nature hath impreſled 
tim ab ſeſe abj?= on the molt Savage and 
cyje * aluyſe im Wild Creatures a rea- 
utero,ſangaine/n”, gineſs to draw out 
neſcio quid, quod 
mn viderct? wm Their Breaſts to their 
alere nunc ſu9 young. Lam 4 4. 3+ Even 
Litte quod videat, the Sea Monſters draw 
= —_— ont the Breaft, they gxve 
jam matris officia S#R 10 Heir young ones, 
implorantem * And ſhall Women de- 
gencrate into ſuch un- 

natural Barbarity towards their young, 
as is not to be met withamongſt the 
moſt ſavage Creatures'? Shall they, 
whoſe love and terderne(s has: been fo 
noted and admired, prove unkind and 
cruel to the fruit of their own Womb ? 
21y. When Children 

2. Duty, abut are 'fit for ſtronger 
Childrens Diet, Food, Parents are not 
to indulge them too 

much in gratifying the curiolity and 
daintineſs of their Palate, which not 
only is apt to make them too ſoft and 
tender ; but likewiſe diſpolſeth them to 
gluttony and ſenſuality; to make their 
Belly their God. It js fit to accuſtom 
them toa plain and ſimple Diet ; which 
Is generally more wholſom than that 
ſort 
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ſort of Food which is very artifically 
prepared. The State of all Humane 
Things is very uncertain ; they who 
have at preſent all manner of things 
in greateſt plenty and variety, may 
meet with changes and viciſtitudes : It's 
therefore a part of the Wiſdom of Pa- 
rents, to accultam their Children ( fo 
far as their Health and ſtrength can 
bear it) to cat any ſort of Food; that 
ſo, if God ſees fit to change their out- 
ward condition and circumſtances, they 
may be the more fit and able to en- 
dure ſnch an alteration. 

Thirdly, As to their Ha- 
bit and Apparel: Parents y, py, 
ought to cloathe them de- bout Childrens 
cently, but not gorgeouſly : Apparel. 
Fineries and Gayeties in 
Apparel are apt to make people, 
elpecially younger perſons, vain and 
conceited, to value themſelves upon 
their gay Cloathing. It is fit often to 
ſuggeit to them, that their Cloaths 
and Apparel are but borrowed Fea- 
thers; and therefore that it 1s a great 
folly to be proud of that which 1s not 
their own, but which they owe to the 
Sheep or Goats, to the Worms or Bow- 
els of the Earth. 
It 
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It is not fit for Parents, to make too 
great diſtintion among their Children, 
as to their Apparel ; becauſe this 15 apt 
to cauſe dilcontents and jcalovfies, ha- 
tred and enyy, contentions and quar- 
rellings amongſt them. Joſephs Coat of 
many Colours, which his old Father 
Jacob gave him, cauſed his Brothers 
to hate and envy him, and at laſt to 
conſpire moſt wickedly againſt him, 
Gen. 37. 3, 4: &c. The ſame is to be 
faid as to their Diet, and other things; 
wherein it is no ſmall part of the Wiſ- 
dom of Parents, not to ſhew too much 
fondneſs to one above all the reſt. T his 
does not hinder, but that Parents may, 
to very good purpoſe, give Rewards 
to thcir Children for their Acts of Vir- 
tue, for their ready and chcarful O- 
bedience totheir Commands; for their 
diligence and care in performing what 
was appointed them, &c, Whereby 
they who do: ſuch things are encoura- 
ged, and they who do nor, but are 
careleſs and negligent, are puniſhed, 
and ſpurred up to amend their faults. 
But when ſuch marks of favour are be- 
ſtowed, *"cis fit ta let the reſt know, 
that if they do as well, they alſo ſhall 
bave a Reward ; By which means they 
will 


| 


————_ ra ISS 


Advice to Parents: 6x 


will ſce that Virtue and Goodneſs are 
the things which their Parents love 
and eſteem moſt ; and for which they 
are ready to beſtow the marks of their 
aftetion. 


The Duty of Parents as to the outward 
Eſtate of their Children, 


A third thing that belongs to the 
care of Parents, is the outward E- 
ſtate of their Children. 

Firſt, When they are 
fix for a Trade, they ought 1+ Duty,tochuſe 
to chuſe an honeſt Em- As Jr 

TDEM, 

ployment for them: To 

ſuffer them to live in ldleneſs, is to 
ruin them : If they have not ſome uſe- 
ful thing or other to take up their 
thoughts, they are in great hazard of 
finding ſomewhat to do which is bad, 
and hurtful both to themſelves and 
others. The Devil is always at hand 
to furniſh Occaſions to idle people, 
for employing theinſelves to their own 
deſtruction. 

As to the particular kind of Employ- 
ment, wherein Children are to ſpend 
their days, it is to be left to the diſ- 
cretion and prudence of Parents; They 
are 
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are ſo to inſtruct and diſpoſe the minds 
of their Children, that th:y may be 


ready to be determined to any Irade | 


or manner of Life that's honelt, which 
their Parents think beſt and meeteſt 
for them to follow : But yet a great 
regard is to be had to the particular 
Genius and Inclination of Children, 
which ordinarily diſpoſeth them more 
for one ſort of Employment than ano- 
ther: Is will make them more diligent 
in learning their Trade, when they 
have a delight in it: Otherwiſe, if 
they are put forth to a Trade againſt 
their minds, they are more likely to 
negle&t it, or to break off from ir. 
Seldom do ſuch perſons attain unto 
great perfection ia their Employment, 
who follow it againſt the grain. 
Second'y, When they 
2. Dity,at ave fit for Marriage, 
TYPJIAG of "9M Parents are ſo to dif- 
Marriage. 
poſe of them, as that in 
all likelyhood -they may be happy 1a 
ſuch a ſtate of Life: They are not to 
conſtrain them to marry againſt their 
will; for ſuch marriages are ſeldom 
happyz they end too often 'in ſome- 
what or other very Tragical and Ca- 
lamitous, to one or t'other party, if 
not to both, Great 
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Great care isto be taken, that there 
be not too great inequality of outward 


| ſtate and condition z; for that occaſions 


often neglect and contempt of the per- 
ſon that is inferiour to the other in 
ſome external advantages: Nor yet 
too great incquality of years ; for that 


| doth likewiſe, ſooner or later, cauſe 


an abatement and decay, and ſome- 
times an uiter extinction of that Re- 
ſpect and Love which is neceſſary to 
make thoſe who are married happy, 
Parents are not, in diſpoſigg of their 
Children in Marriage, to govern them- 
ſelves wholly by their reſpect to Riches 
and Honour ; but are to have aregard 
to Virtue and Goodneſs, fo far, as to 
prefer one who is diſcreet and wiſe, of 
a Virtuous and - good diſpoſition, to 
another that \is fooliſh, or indiſcreet, 
and prophane and Atheiſtical, tho? at- 
tended with greater degrees of Wealth 
and Ezrthly Honour. What a great 
Reproach is it to our Religion, to think 
that ſo many Parents, in diſpoſing of 
their Children, only conlider how 
much Wealth they may have, and 
what Friends and Alliances they may 
make by marrying into ſuch a Family? 
or what Profits and Preferments may 
be 
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be expected thercby ? As for any other 
thing, they do not much trouble their 
Hcads about it: They know no other 
happineſs but in the things of this life, 
and therefore they ſeek nothing elſe 
for their Children, but to make them 
great and wealthy; by which means 
it often comes to paſs that they bring 
their Children into a moſt miſerable 
and unhappy ſtate of life, in which 
they muſt pine away their days in ſor- 
row and grief, in the Company of foo- 
liſh and wicked wretches, who are 
often in a fury and rage, who ſpend 
their time in gaming and drinking, in 
Curſing and Swearing, in quarrelling 
and fighting, in whoring and ranting, 
and ſuch like woful doings z which can- 
not but prove to thoſe, who have any 
the leaſt degree of real goodneſs, ſo 
very uneaſte and affliftive, that Wealth 
and Richcs can make no amends for 
them. Such unfortunate perfons cannot 
but often envy the happineſs of thoſe 
who are in a very poor and low eſtate 
and condition, but yet live in peace 
aid quietneſs, in love and concord, and 


in the feer of God; and ſo enjoy-real | 


ſatisf-Q2yn and contentment, and have 
a great deal of Comfort to ſweeten 
thr 
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their outward Wants and Neceſſities. 
Prov. 15, 16, 17. Better is latle 
with the fear of the Lord; than great Trea- 
ſure, and trouble therewuh, Better is 4 
Dinner of Herbs where Love 1s, than a 
ſtalled Ox, and hatred therewith, 
Thirdly, Parents areto 
provide for them, if they 3. Duty, about 
can, ſomewhat that may ary” Aga 
be a foundation for their he the fndetivn 
Comfortable ſubſiſtance ,Frheir comfor- 
in the World; which rable ſubSRance 
by the Bleſling of God #n the Weorid, 
on their Catlings, may be 
improved towards their living decent- 
ly and honeſtly. Parents are not to 
propoſe to themſelves, the rendring 
their - Children very Great and Rich: 
But as they themſelves having Food and 
Rayment, are to be therewith content-; 
ſo, if they can get Neceflaries for their 
Children, they onght to reſt ſatisfed, 
and be thankful. Our life (that 1s 
the happineſs of our life) doth not 
conſiſt in the abundance of the things 
we poſſeſs, Luke 12. 15. Tho? you are 
thus to provide for your Children; 
yet you are not, out of too great thought- 
fulneſs about the time to come, to re- 
ſtrain your ſclyes from doing all ne- 
cellary 
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cellary Offices of Charity to the poor, 
who do now ſtand in need of your 
help: Never neglect a preſent Duty 
for fear of an uncertain inconvenience : 
You are forbid to rake thought for the 
Morrow, Matth. 6. 34. But you are Te- 
quired t0 do good to all Men, while you 
have opportunity, Gal. 6. 10. To caſt 
your Bread upon the Waters ;, to gave 4 
Portion to ſeven, as alſo unto eight, be- 
cauſe you know not what evil there may be 
in the Earth, Eccie/. 11, 1, 2. T his 1s 
the way to lay up Treaſures for your 
Children; to entail upon them great 
Blellings; to make God their Guardian; 
to Icave them to'his merciful and kind 
Providence, and to his Almighty pro- 
tection. P/ 37. 25, 26. I have ora 
and now am old; yet have I rot ſeen the 
Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
Bread. Fle is ever merciful and lenaeth, 
and his Seed is Blefſed. So that by your 
Bounty and Charity, you put forth 
your Money into God's hands, who 
will not fail co repay it with Ulury. 
He that gives to the poor, lendeth to the 
Lord. You thereby bring your Wares 
to a good Market. The hberal Soul fhall 
be made fat, Prov. 11. 25. Hethat gives 
eo the poor ſhall not lack, Prov. 25. bp. 
an 
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and Dent. 15. 10. it is written, Thou ſhalt 
lurely PaVe kim, (to wit thy POOT Bro- 
ther) and thy heart ſhall not be grieved, 
when thou grveſt unto him ;, becauſe that 
for this thing, the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs 
thee, in all thy Works, and in ail that 
IYOM putteſt thine bands unto, And In the 
Eviſtle to the Hebrews, ch. 6.v. 10. it is 
ſaid, God 15 not unrichtecus to / woot your 
work, and labonr of love, n hich you Dale 
hewed towards his Name, in that you have 
min:ſtred to the Saints, and do muniſter, 
From all which it appears, that Cha- 
rity and Liberality are the b:{t Hus- 
danUry. 

As you are to beware, Iclt your care 
for your Chilcren, make you neglect ne- 
cellzry Dutics of Charity ; ſo you are to 
tzke heed, leſt you uſe any unlawful 
method to get Wealth to beſtow up- 
on them: This is not a way to make 
them rich; for ſuch Riches ſeldom pro- 
ſper: There is a Curſe which attends 
al unlawful Gain, and like a Canker 
eats It out, and conſumes it. All Ages 
and Places afford Examples, which con- 
firm this Obſervation. Better, ſaith So- 
lomon, Prov. 16, 8.15 a little with Righte- 
oaſneſs, than great Revenues mithout 
Rint, 
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Thus I have ſhewed you what are 
the principal Duties you owe to the 
Souls and Bodies of your Children, 
and what you are to do for them as 
to their outward Eſtate. 


The above mentioned particitlars earne fly 
recommended tq Parents. 


From what. hath been ſaid you may 
ſec, what a weighty and difficult charge 
you have; the ſenſe whereoc ſhould ex« 
cite you to beg of God earneſtly every 
day.that he would dirett and alliſt you,to 
perform the Duties that belong to Chri- 
ſtian Parents. That you may the better 
act your part ; *tis fit for you, when 
you call your ſelves to an account a- 
bout your Lives and Converſacions, to 
make enquiry particularly how you 
perform :he Dutics of Parents towards 
your Children, as to their Souls, their 
Bodies, and Outward Concerns : And it 
upen ſerious enquiry, you find that you 
ſincerely endeavour to do whatever 
you know your ſelves to be bound to 
do for them; then bleſs and praiſe 
God, who gives you both to will and 
to do according to his good pleaſure: 
Beg his pardon for thoſe imperfections 


and 
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and defects that attend all Humane 
Actions : Reſolve to go on, and not 


| togrow weary In your Duty towards 


them; that fo they may be as bappy in 
all reſpects, as is pollible for you, by 
the help of Gcd, to make them. 

But if upon enquiry, you find that 
you have been very detective in your 


| duty towards your Children; that you 


have done very little good for their 
Souls, and not whac you ſhould, and 
mizht have done for their Bodies and 
outward Eſtate; and that perhaps you 
have done them a great deal of hurt 
by your Evil Counſel, and Prophane 
and Wretched Example; that you have 
led them on in the Broad Way, which 
leads to the Chambers of Death ; that 
you have robbed Gcd, who beſtowed 
them cn you, of their Service and OQ- 
bedience ; and have made them che Ser. 
vants of Sin ;, that you have contribu- 
ted to the making them #eirs of Wrath, 
Children of Dt ſobedzence, who were made 
by their Baptiſm, Ci:ldren of God, and 
Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven ;, 
that you have done what tcnded to de- 
ſtroy eternally thoſe Souls and Bodies, 
which God intruited with you, thax 
you might take care of them , and do 
what 
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what you could to make them happy. 
If, 1 fay, upon enquiry iato your hearts 
and lives, you find your ſelves guilcy of 
thoſe things, how great reaſon have 
you to bz in bitterneſs and grief of 
He.:r:, to weep and lament, to abhor 
yout (elves ia Dult and Aſhes, to con- 
fels and acknowledge your (ins with 
great humility and contrition, to im- 
plore the divine mercy _ and forgive- 
neſs with all earneſtneſs, for the ſake 
of his dear Son, to reſolve and purpoſe 
fincerely to amend your ways and do- 
ings; to beg grace from God, that he 
would afliſt you, that he would com- 
paſs you abour with his Salvation; and 
never leave you nor forſake you. Con- 
ſider the particular things wherein you 
have hurt the Souls of your Children, 
and failed in your Duty to them, as-rd 
their Bodies and Outward Concerns : 
And the more you hnd you have done 
amiſs, reſolve ſo much the more co 
be zealous to do them good ; to double 
your diligence in promoting the. welt- 
fare and happineſs both of their Souls 
and Bodies. © Iett them lo tar as 1s 
meet, what you now lee and teel ; let 
them know that you have becn out of 
the way, that you have milled them 
and 
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and brought both your (elves and them 
in danger of b-icg undone, and ruined 
eternally: Icll them what you reſolve 
to do, and what you and they ought 
to do, and mut!t d-, or elſe that you 
will certairily pcrith. Delay not to do 
his one moment : fly like a Bird out 
of the Snare of the Fowler. Your Souls 
lye at the ſtake, and therefore do what 
Men uſe to you to fave their Lives; 
Sk n for Skin, 4 all that a Man bath, 
pill be give fe W "bis Life. Men are ready 
to part with any thing to ſave their 
lives; They'l part with Houſe and 
Lands, with Silver and Gold, with their 


| ughole Eſtate and Subſtance, ro ſave 
| their Bodies alive, which muſt dye ax 


laſt, and, for ought they know, may dye 
within a very few days or hours. How 
mach more ought you, that you may 
fave your own Souls, and the Souls of 
your Children, to part with your vile 
ind unruly Luſts and Paſſions, your 
vai fooliſh Habits and Cuſtoms, which 
are your reproach and diſhononr, which 
are the worſt things in the World; 
which can do you no good, if you hold 
them ſtill, but will certainly do you 4 
2reat deal of miſchief? They will 
prove the cauſe of your defiruttion ; 
they 
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they will deprive you of all that is 
good and excellent; they will cut you 
off from the favour of G0d, the Love 
of Chrilt, and the fellow::p of the 
Bl:fled Spirit; they will i1:cwile de- 
prive you of the aſliitance and Miniſtry 
of the Holy Angels, and the Comfor- 
table Society of the Salats departed ; 
they will exclude you for ever trom the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Crown of 
righteouſnels, the peace and joy, the 
love and glory of the future State : All 
this your ſins will deprive you of ; and 
inſtead thereof, they will expoſe you 
to the Wrath of God, to the devou- 
ring fire, to everlaſtiog Burnings, to 
blackneſs of darkneſs, to weeping and 
gnaſhing of Teeth, to the wrecched 
and curſed company of Devils and 
damned Souls, to the Worm which ne- 
ver dieth, which will gnaw you, and 
torment you for ever : And will you 
chuſe all this rather than part with 
your Luſts, that you may be for ever 
happy, and have fulneſs of joy and 
pleaſures for evermore?_ Will you be 
to mad, as to prefer Hell and Death, 
everlaſting Miſery and Woe, to Hea- 
vea and everlaſting life, to Bleſſedneſs 
and Glory ? Now ls the time for you 
0 
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to become cither happy or miſerable; 
if you repent and amend, and act the 
part of Wiſe and Religious Parents, 
you may be happy; for God will have 
mercy upon you. 1/a. 55. 7. Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
os Man his Thoughts: And let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mey- 
upon him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon, Follow therefore the 
Example of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 1 19. 59, 
60, / thought on my ways, and twnea my 
feet unto thy Teſtimomes, I made haſte and 
delayed not to keep thy Commandments, But 
if, inſtead of this, you continue in your 
fn and folly, ſetting at naught Gods 
Counſels, and deſpiſing his Reproofs, 
putting the Evil Day far from you, 
promiling your ſelves peace and ſafety, 
tho? you walk after your own Hearts 
Luſts ; making a mock at ſin, and laugh- 
lng at all that is ſacred and ſerious ; 
and by your wicked Example deſtroying 
the Souls and Bodies of your poor Chil- 
dren ; then aſſure your ſelves God will 
not be mocked ; he will at laſt wher 
his Sword and bend his Bow, and make 
ready his Arrows againſt his Adverſa- 
ries; he will render to you accordging 
to your Works; he will in no wiſe 
E clcar 
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/ 
clear the Guilty, Conſider the terrible 
threatning which is mentioned, Der. 29, 

19, 20. againſt the man, who, when 
he heareth the words of the Curſe, does 

leſs himſelf in his Heart, ſaying, 1h i 
_—_ e, ty 1 walk in the imagomation 

f my heart, tc add drurt ſs to thirſt : 
5 The Lord will nt he we him, but the 
anger of the L rd and his jealouſie fhall 
ſer Re againſt that man ; and all the Cur. 
ſes that are written in / this Boos, ſhall JF" 
rpon him, an 4 ge Lord ſhall blce ont his 
Name from under Heaven.) 


Concernius the Duty of Parents when God 
ww 


yn ' # , ” : by ; 4 ol 
removety their Children Oy acath, 


After all that hath been ſaid, it will 
Not be unſit to add ſomewhat concern- 
ning the Duty of Parents, when God 
ſees fit to' remove their Children from 
them by Death. This falls out fo ve- 
ry often to Parents, .that ic cannot but 
be ſeaſonable to a great many to ſuggell 
to them ſome plat a and eaſie conlide- 
rations, which they may ſometimes re- 
flect upon, and iaipririt on their. minds; | 
that ſo they may not be ſurpriſed with 
the death of their Children, nor ſwal-| 
lowed up of excellive and immoderate!. 
grief, Parents 
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Parents-oughe to conk- 

dery when. their] Children -,,. ray cnab; 
dye Joibytbat; the Logd |rhwmnſider rh 
who does it :- Ha who i # ts the Lord 
Lord of Life, who gave #2 4s 2 
Life to themlielves and to 

their Chitdren', is alſo Lord of death, 
aad nemaves 04% of the World whom, 
and, whes ze fees: fit. He is the great 
Pattar.; and Man 1s: the Clay, which 
he: hach- formed and faſhioned into a 
curious and beautiful ſhape ; and ani- 
mated with an immortal Soul: When 
be fees. fit to. bregk thas - brittle V callel 
i@ Piece9, amd tolcparate the Sonl from 
K, With dere fay- 4nto him, WV hat doett 
thou? Mas. aott he: do with his own, 
what .he-thinks good? Or mult he give 
#n aceo30t of his Actions, uato the 
work of -his own:hands ?2:Hz t&ingnitel; 
8641-2 Md powerin} pagd therefore will 
dd agcording £O his gwitgaed pleaſure : 
He is inficitely wie, and knows what's 
belt and figteit to. be done; He is - tn- 
finitely good and kind, and: therefore 
will: order, gll. things far gpad:: Ard 
he 15 invigteely- juſt and righteous; ard 
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therefore thas Parents, when God re- 


; moves their Children from them by 


+ Dcaths 
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Death, ſubmit chearfully to the will 
of him, who is infinitely powerful, wiſe, 
good,and juſt ; andthat they adore him, 
and ſay with Fly,” x Sam. 3. 18. Jt 5s 
the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 
£004. 
Secordly, They ſhould 
2. They owght ts conſider that their Child. 
opener — Ten-were born Mortal, 
ra) v4 angolany frail by Nature, ſubject 
tal. ro a neceſſity of dying, 
by their very compoſiti- 
on and frame; and alſo by the Decree 
of Heaven, Heb. 9.27. It js appointed 
for all Men onoe to dye, And therefore 
when God ſees fit to remove them by 
Death, to make the Houſe of Clay fall 
down about their Ears, Parents ought 
not to be ſurpriſed: This is nothing 
but what falls out daily: Some are 
going out of the World, and ſome are 
coming into it : Some are a great while 
upon the Stage, and ſome but a very 
ſhort while ; ſomeno ſooner enter upon 
it, but preſently they are gone, and are 
ſeen no more; ſome take a few turns, 
and then they are withdrawn; ſome 
tarry longer, and aft a great pars on 
the Stage, for a conſiderable time, and 
give 
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give hopes of yet greater Aftions and 
Performances; but on a iudden they 
are gone likewiſe, as a ſhadow; and 
all their own deſigns and projects, and 
the hopes and expectations of others 
fall to the ground. All this happens 
every day in the Courſe of things here 
in the World ; and therefore Parents 
have no reaſon to think it ſtrange when 
they ſee their Children dye. The thing 
that hath been, it is that which ſhall be ;; 
and that which 1s done, 1s that which 
ſhall be done , and there is no new thing 
wider the Sun, Ecclef. 1. 9. 

And as It is with men, ſo it is with 


| all things elſe, which live upon the 
| Earth, or grow out of it: Some live 


longer and ſome a ſhorter while than 
others of the ſame kind : Some pro- 
ſper and thrive, and others decay and 
periſh. Some things grow up in the 
Morning, and are withered e're Night: 
Some things grow apace till they are 
very near the time of ripencſs and 
perfection; and then ſomewhat hap- 
peneth, which prevents the p-rfect 
growth, and makes the goodly appea- 
rance come to nothing :Now, what are 
Men ? Moſes in his Prayer (F/. go. 5, 6.) 
tells us, ſn the Morning. they are like 


E 3 graſs, 
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graſs, which groweth up; In the Morn- 
ing it flouriſbah, and groweth wp: In 
the. Eveninp it 1s cut dau arid wither. 
2), And to;the: ſame (purpoſe the 
P.almiſt David ſpeaketh, P/al. 103; 
I5, 16, As for Man bus dtys are at 
graſs, as a fiuwer of the ficld, ſo he 
floursſheth, for the Wind paſſety over it, 
and it 15 gone, and the place thereof ſhall 
know it no more, Likewiſe Eſa. 40. 
6, 7. 1t is thus written, The Yo | 
laid Cry. And be ſaid What ſhall I cry? | 
All fiſh is graſs, and all the goodili- | 
neſs thereof 15 as the flower of the field. | 
The oraſs withereth, the fizwer fadeth, 
becanſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth 
upon it: Surely the people is oraſe, 
By all which it appears what Man 
is by Nature, to wit, a very weak 
and vaniſhing thing, ſoon nipt and 
brought to nothing; like the tender 
Graſs and the Flower of the Field, 
which is more expoſed to the Winds 
and other inconventencies, than the 
Flowers of the Garden, which the 
Gardiner preſerves and ſecures. 

The Conlideration of theſe things 
will tend mightily to quiet the minds 
of thoſe who calmly and wiſely reflect 
upon them, when God removes their 
Children, 
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Children, or other Relations from 
them by Death. Their caſe 1s not 
ſingular , It is that which is common 
and uſual amongſt men; it 1s accord- 
ing to the courſe of Nature for a mor- 
tal thing to die. 

But what if the manner of the death 
of your Children be ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary, by ſome ſudden and unuſual 
Accident, or by fome ſtrange and odd 
Diſtemper ;z are you oa this account 
to allow your ſelves in the excelles of 
Sorrow 2nd Mourning ? No, 1a no 
ways : You arc not therefore to be 
tranſported into immoderate griet and 
mourning. Shall you be vexed and 
diſquieted, becauſe a Worm did eat 
up your pleaſant Fruit, or becaule the 
ſtormy Wind did blow away your love- 
ly Flowers ? Are you thcrefore to be 
enraged and mad with anger againſt 
the Worms, or againſt the Winds ? 
What would it mend the matter, if 
you ſhould give way to your paſlicon 
and anger never ſo much in ſuch a caſe ? 
This would only multiply your lofles, 
by making you loſe not only your Fruit 
and your Flowers, but your ſelves too : 
Which they all do, who loſe their pa- 
tience, in which it is that we polleſs 
our Souls, E 4 When 
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When therefore your Children are 
removed from you by Death, in ſome 
unuſual and extraordinary manner, you 
ought to look beyond Diſeaſes or Ac- 
cidents unto the Lord of Life and 
Death ; who by his Providence order- 
eth not only their death, but the man- 
ner of it. If the Sparrows fall not 
to the gronnd, that is. die not, with- 
out your Father : You may be ſure 
your Children do not die by chance, 
or wi*-2ut the particular diſpoſal of 
their heavenly Father. As to the par- 
ticular grounds and reaſons for which 
God does after ſach a manner ſee fit 
to put an end to your Childrens days, 
you are not to be too curious and 1in- 
quiſitive. The Counſels of God are a 
great deep : His ways are in the deep 
waters ;, and none by ſearching can find 
him out unto perfettion, Job 11. 7. Up- 
on ſuch occaſions all ought to remem- 
ber the words of our Lord, when they 
told him of the Galileans, whoſe blood 
Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices, 
Luk. 13. 2, 3,4, 5- Suppoſe ye that theſe 
Galileans were ſinners above all the Galt- 
leans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things ? I 
tell you, Nay © But except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh, Or thoſe erghteen upon 

whom 
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whom the Tower of Siloe fell, and ſlew 
them, think ye that they were ſinners a- 
bove all men that dwelt in Feruſalem? 1 
tell you, Nay : But except ye repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh, 

Thirdly, Conſider from 
whence, and whither they 3 They ſhoul4 
are gone. They were here _— _ 
| in a life of Vexation and ,j;,j,,” »., 
| Trouble ; ſubjeCft to innu- are g1ne. 
merable vanities, tempta- 
| tions, ſnares and dangers : They were 
compaſled about with great and terri- 
| ble Enemies, the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh : They were ſubje&t to 
daily neceſſities and wants. If they 
had lived never fo long, they would 
only have ſeen the ſame things in a con- 
tinual ſucceſhon and revolution : As 
for Example, heat and cold, fair wea- 
ther and foul, night and day, Sum- 
mer and Winter, health and ſickneſs, 
plenty and poverty, peace and war, 
proſperity and adverſity , ſucceeding 
one to another : All things going round. 
But now they are delivered from. all 
theſe 3; they are at reſt, they are ſub- 
ject to no more neceſlities and wants ; 
opprelled with no more troubles and 
Vexations z expoſed ro 1.0 more ene- 

E 5 mies, 
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mies, temptations or dangers 3 but 
exalted to a ſtate of perfect peace, joy, 
love, and glory. They are as well and 
better than you can deſire: You are 
not. able to comprehend the Happineſs 
that they are admitted to, Will you 
then be in continual ſorrow and grief 
for your Children, when they are ex- 
alted to a ſtatc of Reſt and Glory; 
when they are where you would re& 
joyce to be; when their gracious Fa- 
ther hath freed them from the vain 
company of the World, and tranllated 
them into the bleſſed Society of An» 
gels, and of the Spirits of juſt men 
made perfect ; when he hath pur an 
end to their toil and labour, to theic 
fighting and wreſtling agzinlt their 
Enemies, and beltowed on them a 
Crown of Glory, and an everlaſting 
Inheritance ; when he hath broken 
their bonds aſunder, whereia they were 
held and kept in captivity and {lavery, 
and hath put th em into a ſtate of per- 
f:&t and glorious freedom ? The con- 
kdcration of thele things ſhould miti- 

gate and allwage ' -our ſorrow and orief, 


and, fll you with untpeakable coinfort 


and gladnetis, 


But 


- 
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Bot ſome are apt to ſay, I ſhould re- 
joyce, if I thought that my Children, 
who are dead, were in Heaven : But 
this I do not know. As to this, you 
are not to trouble your thoughts about 
it: for God does not ſee lit £0 ac- 
quaint you with ſuch things. | Secrer 
things belong to God 1; and things vevealed 
to us and t9 our Children, Deut. 29. 29, 
If your Children, while they were a+ 
live, minded good things; and if you 
did your part to inſtrutt them, and 
to make them what God requires them 
to be, you are not to be any turther 
ſolicitous about their everlaſting ſtzxe : 
You are to hope that they are very 
happy, and you are to comfort your 
ſelves with theſe thonghts. 

But ſome are apt to ſay, I am afraid 
that my Children are not in a happy 
ſtate; they did very bad things, and 
uſed bad Company z and. therefore I 
have cauſe to tear, and ty, be troubled 
about them, now that they are dead. 
As to ſuch Parents, who have had 
wretched Children, they ought not to 
ſutter their minds to be diſordered, 
and oppreſled with grief and ſorrow, 
becauſe their Children, who died, were 
wicked. If tliey did their Duty to make 
them 
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them better ; if they adviſed and ad- 
moniſhed them ; if they reproved them, 
and, 2s was fitting, chaſtened them ; if 
they deſired others to deal with them, 
to ſee what they could do towards the 
reclaiming of them ;. if they prayed to 
God for them, and gave them a gocd 
Example : they are not any further to 
be troubled and diſquieted concerning 
them, when God takes them into his 
own hand ; He is wiſe and good, holy 
and juſt, he does all things well, for 
excellent and glorious ends ; and there- 
fore Parents ought to leave them to 
his Diſpoſal, who is the Supreme Go- | 
vernour of the World, and Judge of 
the whole Earth. Whatever he does, 
whether in Mercy or Juſtice, is always 
beſt. The Inhbabitants of the other , 
World, who are tranſlated into a ſtate 
of heavenly Glory, are not under the 
power of ſuch paſſions and partialities, | 
as govern us here below. The glori- | 
fied Parents of damned Children, ar: 
not under any uneaſineſs on that or 
any other account : The Wili of God 
and his Glory is their all ; they know 
that whatever he does is moſt perfect: 
ly juſt and good, and for his honour ; 
and therefore all things afford them 
great | 
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great pleaſure and delight, true and 


laſting joy and fatisfaftion of mind. 
There's nothing able to interrupt the 
pappineſs and joy of thoſe in Glory : 
Toey are perfettly and eternally deli- 
yered from all fort of evils, both of 
ſin ana puniſhment : They are placed 
above the reach of whatever may ren- 
der them in the leaſt uneaſie. 
But there 1s a third ſort ; of thoſe 

who are troubled, not only becauſe 
their Children were bad and prophane, 
but becaule hey were ſo through their 
example or neglect. As for ſuch, 1 
have alrealy in general ſhewed them 
what they ought to do. I ſhall onl 
add 3 1 nat ſince they have been fo 
faulty aad defective in their Duty to- 
wards their deceaſed Children, they 
ought to be the more careful of thoſe 
who are yet alive, and to do all that 
is poſſible to make them what God re- 
quires them to be. As to thoſe who 
have no more Children left them, it 
would be very fit for them to take into 
their care one or more Children, upon 
whom they may beſtow all that pains & 
care which they ſhould have beſtowed 
ia the right Education of their own , 
and endeavour, by God's help, to make 
them 
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them truly pious and religious, and 
Patterns of all forts of Virtue to 0- 
thers. This is an office which will be 
very acceptable to God, and one of 
the belt demonſtrations which Parents 
can make of the lincerity of their Re- 
pentance, for their not having done 
their Duty to their own Children. 
Fourthly, Conſider, T hat 
4+ They ſhuld there will be a ReſurreCti- 
conſrzer t9at on of all thoſe that are 
there will be , "07" 
RelarreZim, dead. I he mighty Power 
of God, which made all 
things cut of nothing, will alſo gather 
together the (cattered duſt of thoſe 
who are deceaſed, and will reform and 
rebuild, as it were, their bodies which 
are fallen down, and conſumed. He 
will raiſe them up again in a more ex- 
cellenr, perfect, and glorious manner, 
Then ſhall you meet with your Chil- 
dren and Friends who died in the 
Lord, and behold them after another 
manner, thag you ſaw them here in 
this World. Inſtead of weak and dif- 
eaſed bodies, you {hall ſez them ſtrong, 
vigorous, and lively bodies : Inſtead 
of frail and dying bodies, you ſhall 
ſee immortal and incorruptible bodies : 
laſtead of filthy and vile bodics, Fe, 
al 
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ſhall ſee pure and glorious bodies : And 
you ſhall lee them ſo as to be with them 
for ever, fo as never any more to 
be ſeparated from them by death, 
or any other thing z for you and they 
ſhall die no more : 1 Cor, 15. 42) 43» 
44. So alſo 15 the reſurrection of the dead, 
[t is /[omn 10 CoryHpraon, "W 3s rar ſoa mn 
ncorruption ;, it xs ſown 1972 diſhonour, it 
1 rarſed in glory, It 18 jomn in meak- 
neſs, it 1s raiſed in power, It 1s ſown 
as natural body , it ts raiſed a ſpiritual 
body - And ver/, 15, F3. 1745s Corruptie 
Wle muſt put on incorruption, and this more 
tal muſt put on 1ummortality. 

How gladly would poor people part 
with their deareſt Children, if they 
could be aſlured of teeing them 2gamN 
in an honourable ſtate and condition, 
exalted to great Dignity and Honour ! , 
And will not you, who have the hopes 
of 2 glorious ReſurreQtion, be COM- 
fortcd in the ablence of your Chit- 
dren ? when their merciful God and 
Father takes them away from you unto 
himſelf ; not to do them hurt, bur 
good ;, to make them happy and bleſ- 
{ed with himſelf for ever ; to beſtow 
upon them what eye hath not feen, nor 
ear hcard, nor which hath entred into 
the 
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the heart of man to conceive ? Conſi- 
der the words of the Apoſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, 1 EpiſÞ. 4+ 13, 14, But 7 
would not have you to be ignorant, Bre- 
thren, concerning them which are aſleep, 
that ye ſorrow not , even 4s others which 
have no hope : For if we believe that Feſus 
dyed and roſe again, even ſo them, which 
ſleep in Feſns, mill G od bring with him. 
Fifthly, Your gi- 
5. They ſhould con- ving way to exceſ- 
ſider that ri ſive Grief and Mour- 
ps $p-ckrans. 4 ning, can do you no 
Maurning, can do 9 F 
otro will cers good, but will cer- 
tainly do « great deal tainly do you a great 
of hurt, deal of hurt and 
miſchief in many re» 
ſpects. It cannot bring back your Chil- 
dren that are dead, Though you ſhould 
break your Hearts into a thouſand 
pieces, by your weeping and mourn- 
ing, and waſte and conſume your years 
in conſtant heavineſs and ſorrow ; tho? 
you ſhould never henceforth allow your 
ſelves one moment of relaxation of 
mind ; after all you muſt go to them, 
they ſhall not return to you, Now what 
a folly is it for Men toconſume, to diſ- 
quiet, and to torment themſelves, 
where It is tono purpoſe at all to do 
ſo? And 
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And not only do you thereby no 
good at all ro your ſelves, but you 
do your ſelves a great deat of miſchief 
and prejudice, You provoke God to 
anger againſt 1 Ou, to bring upon you 
yet heavier a! 4 more grievous mn 
ments,and to dep» ive you of other Mer- 
cies and Comforts, which you ſtill CN 
Joy. 

You do thereby no ſmall hurt to 
your Bodies; you bring upon your 
ſelves very dangero as 1 Diſtempers,u hich 
will make you unfit for the ations of 
Life, and the Duties of your Calling. 
You likewiſe do unſpeakable miſchief 
to your Souls ; you deprive your ſelves 
of that vigour and chearfulneſs of Spi- 
rit, that is needful to make you fir to 
ſerve God acceptably. You thereby 
weaken your Memory, and darken and 
diſorder your Reaſon and Underſtand- 
Ing, and fo expoſe your ſelves to all 
the ſad conſequences of a difordered 
and diſtracted Mind. 

Your Example does alſo a great 
deal of hurt to others : Your impati- 
ence and immoderate ſorrow and mour- 
ning teacheth others to do ſo upon the 
like occaſhon.  Hereby you bring no 
{mall reproach upon our holy Religi- 
on, 
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on, as if it were not ſufficient to ſup- 
port : and fortiſie us againſt our crolies 
and atilictions, and to comfort us a- 
midſt the uneaſic things which God 
ſees fit to exerciſe us with in this 
World. 

What an excellent Example 1s Das 
7:4 unto you in this matter ? When 
God ſtruck his Child, ſo that it was 
very lick, he falted and prayed ; but 
when the Child died , he aroſe "from 
the earth, and waſhed and anointed 
himſelf , and changed his apparel, and 
Came unto the Houſe of the Lord, and 
worſhipped - Then he came to his own 
houſe ; and when he required , they 
ſet bread before im, and he did cat, 
Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What 
thing is this that thow haſt done ? Thou 
diaſt faſt and weep for the Child, while ut 
was alrwe ;, but when the Child was dead, 
thou didjt riſe and eat bread. And he 
faid , While the Chil la was yet alive, I 
f ted and : Pepe 7 » {or [ [ajd, Who Can tell, 
whether C God will { U 'C BY ACLIONS unto me, that 
the Child may live ? But now he 15 aead, 
Wherefore ſhould I faſt f Can I bring him 
again ? I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not 
retwrn to me, 2 yam 13. I5, 16, CC, 
Thus ought all Parents to do, =_ 
ear 


- 
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fear God, When the Lord layeth his 
hand upon your Children, you ought 
to pray to God for them, and to uſe 
all lawful mcans for their recovery : 
But when he fees fit to take them a- 
way by Ccath, you ovght patiently to 
ſubmit to his Will, and to fay with 
Fob : The Lord pave, and the Lord bath 
taken away :;, bleſſed be 1he name of the 
Lord, Job 1. 2i. This is your wiſclt 
courſe: It is the way to make your 
ſelves happy, and to cnjoy comfort 
and fatisfation of mind under your 
croſſes. This is the likelicſt and rea- 
cieſt way to obtain new Mercics and 
Favours from the Lord, inſtead of 
thoſe you are deprived of : Thus you 
ſce the Lord dealt with Job 5 Fam. 5. 
11. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have ſeen the end of the Lord : That 
the Lord 15 very pitiful, and of tender mer - 
cy. And Job 42. 12,13. The Lord bleſſed 
the latter end of Job, more than bis begin- 
ning. And ver/. 16, 17, Aﬀrer this li- 
ved Job an hundred and forty years, and 
faw his ſons, and his ſons ſons, even four 
generations, So fob ayed, being old and 
full of days. 

But it God ;ce it more fit to with- 
hold from you the bleflings of the 
Womb, 


L 2 
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Womb, and to beſtow no more Chil- 
dren upon you ; he can and will 
make ur» this wt.c. with much grea- 
ter and better Blcll.ngs. What you 
want in Temporals, you ſhall have 
in Spiricuals. As Elkanah ſaid to 
Hannah, 1 Sam, 1. 8, He mill be better 
to you than ten Sons, He will give you 
a Name better than of Sons and Daugh- 


ters, even an everlaſiing Name, that 


ſhall not be cut off. Iſa. 56. 5. 


SOME 


FORMS 
PRAYER 


WHICH 


Parents may teach their Chil- 
dren according to their Ape. 


A Morning Prayer to be taught 
Children, when they begin to 
ſpeak. 


Lord, I praiſe thee for all thy Mer- 

cies, and for thy Care of me this 
Nighe, Watch over me this day, For- 
give me all my ſins, and make me thy 
Child for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


This Prayer may be uſed likewiſe at 
Night, 
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Night, only changing that petition 
[watch over me this Day] into [_watch 
over me this Night. 
"Whmn Childres corhevto 13 ur 
or five years old, the following Pray- 
may be uſcd. 


= Lord my G: d., what ſhall 1 Yen- 
der une e fork all re 
7 bleſs [s tie for 1VUt 10 -m Lije, p. j 


things meefful r0 ket 'p te” altue.” Pus* 
bove all, 1 bleſs thee for ſending Chriſt 
to dye for me, that be mioht waſh me 
vith his Blood, and make me fit for the 
K 1118401 of Heaven, For. his [ike have 
merry upon me, and forgive me all ny 
ful whonght, mordh, aud dectl;.. Give 

me Gract 0 ſerve thee as I 0 uo ht to as; 
thit 1 may not dog yr - ſay a naughty 
thiy g,: leſt thow be &-2g7 
* [frhere be mn; th mnt ard c J'; me int0 
=> pwr -= He u pre, £0 rd bleft and 
pray for them preſerve my F pay ns 
likewiſe, ther * an d , [ my Fr icnns 

and Kelis. 

I praiſe thee, O God, f r pre ſerving of 
ne this Nig bt, "watth, 01 & wit this day; 
ſve me from er very evil thin», Good Lord 
hear me, and .grant me 1at ſocuer. thou 


hnoweſt to be beſt for me, 0 wy'y Chrift ns 
/ ake, 


— 
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ſake, in whoſe holy name and words, 1 
pray, Our Father, CC, 


This Praver may be likewiſe uſed 
at Night, by charging only two words, 
and {ay Inf inſt = of [ p1 eſe, ving me 
this mpht ) ['p c/ert 7 me thi, days] and 
inſtead of [watch over me this day] 
(Patch Wer me this ng br. 
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A Morning Prayer for Children, 
when they come to twelve or 
fourteen ycars of Age ; ſooner 
or later, according to the ripe- 
neſs of their underitanding, 


ORD teach ard aſſiſt me to more 
ſhip thee-as I onghe ro do, Lift up 
heart nnto thee 
What fall I render unto thee, O moſt 
gract "ms GO Md, f a mo, t merciful Father, 
for 4 [{ ti Ivy merci 'sF FO me. « hb all the 
4 urld ? 1 bleſ; (s thee ft r mal ng me a Teas 
ſon, tble Creat? "1 ano for a, rams 11 
ll thins whi ch be needful ro ſupport Ty 
Life : I bleſs thee fo r my health, liberty, 
ard ſafety; for my Food and Raymert 
for the uſe of my Reaſon and Underſtand- 


ing, 
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ings and of my Senſes ; for thy corrections 
and deliverances; ana. for all the advan- 
tages 1 have had by good Examples, and 
d Inſtruttions : Bur chiefly, I praiſe and 
vl; thee for the reatmption of Mankind 
by the Lord Feſus Chriſt : Tbat ] was 
born within thy Church, where [ was ear. 
ly given 80 thee #n Baptiſm, that I have 
ad the benefit of Chriftian Education ; 
that thou haſt afford:d me the means of 
Grace, and called me to the hope of Glo- 


TY. 


But notwithſtanding thy goodneſs and 
love, 1 have gone aſtray from thee ; F hav 
mot cared ſo much as I ought to hav 
done, to know thee, and to do thy Will, 
bus have done my own will in ma 
things , and followea my own fooliſh ana 
ſinful inclinations : T1 have broken many 

of thy moſt Holy and 

. me wan Fuſt Laws, in thought 
make 2 parte pg dnd ded wer 
ay by 1 have deſerved thy 

Wrath and Curſe. 


Father of Mercies have mercy upon me, | 


C& forgive me all my /uns fo; Feſus Chriſt hu 


ſake, who dyed for ſinners. Give me a ty | 

and hearty Repemtance for all mine Ini- | 

quities ;, that I may not wilfully break.thy 
Lan 


6 


IE 


mn mm: 
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Laws any more, Loyd never leave me, 
nor for ſakes me, Fold up my goings 1n thy 
Paths, that my footſteps may not ſlide. 
Grant that henceforth I may love thee 
with all my heart, and may be afraid 
to ſin againſt thee: Work in me a true 
Faith, and a levely hope , make me humble, 
meek, and patient, ſober and temperate 
in all things, Charitable and compaſſio- 
nate towards all that are in diſtreſs, true 
ard faithful in my words, and ſincere 
and upright in my Attions, well content 
and thankful in every condition of Life, 
and tealous for thy Glory, Grant that 
[ may daily grow in Grace and ſpiritual 
Knowledge. Create in me a Clean Heart, 
and renew a right Spirit wethin me, and 
cauſe me to walk in thy ways. 


O Lord ſend thy Goſpel through the 
World : pour out plentifully the Bleſſings 
of thy holy Spirit on: all thy People : Bleſs 
and preſerve VAT K ing and Ween. Caide 
wr Tudres and Magiſtrates : Sanctifie 


| and aſſiſt the Mimſters of the Goſpel. Be 


with all my Friends and Relations, pare 
cular ly bleſs and preſerve my Father and 
Mother. Reward them for thetr care and 
kindneſs towards me : Make me a low v1ng 
and 


to Parents. 
and autiful Child 


wito them: * Comfort 
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* It there he any 
Brochers or Siſters, | 
he may pray for all that are in 
them, and tor Grand. rroable, and ſantt;: 
father and Grandmo. fe their aſfictions 
raer, lt chey be alive, 


to them, 
I thank, thee, O Lord, for thy care of 
me this Night: Watch over over me 


this day, Bleſs ana dirett me in all I 
do Or Jay. Keep me mindful that I am 
always in thy ſight, that I may be m 
thy fear all thx aay [01g Cauſe me 
* remember that I muſt ſhortly dye and 
Came to jud ment; that I may not mij- 
pend .my precious time, but employ 6 it 
a conſtant and chearful Obeatence to thy 
holy and righteous Laws; that when thus 


vain and ſhort life is at an end, 1 may | 


be made partaker of everlaſtins Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: in mn: 


Floly Name and mworas 1 pray, Out 


Father, &c. 


This Prayer may ſerve likewile at | 


Night, until you come to the laſ 


part, which begins with theſe words 


| / thank, thee, O Lord, for thy care 
me this Night, &c. | inſtead thereo!, 
you May tay as follows, [| / that 
thee, O Lord, for thy care of me thi 
Day; 
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day;, watch over me this Nioht, and 
grant me quiet repoſe; ſave me from 
every Evil thing, for "the fake of thy 
dear Son TJeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Ho- 
ly Name and words, 1 conclude my 
zmpey fect Prayers, ſaying , Our Fa- 
ther, &c. 
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CHILDREN. 


HERE is ſcarce any thing 
wherein all Nations, and Men 
of all Religions,do more agree, 

than in the Common Duties of Chil- 
dren to their Parents: Neither 1s there 
any thing that tends more to the com- 
fort and happineſs, the beauty and 
ſtrength of Society, than for Children 
to perform all thoſe Duties which 
they owe to their Parents. And yet 
new ſad is it to think, that a great 
many Children, who have not only all 
the advantages which natural Religt- 
on aifords, but likewiſe the aſliltance 
of Divine Reyclation, do gevertiielels 

F 4 carry 


I04 Advice to Children. 


carry themſelves in that manner to- 
wards their Parents, as if they either 
underſtood nothing of their Duty, or 
were molt prodigiouſly perverſe, and 
reſolved to rebel agaialt the Lighr, to 
trample upon all the Principles both of 
Natural and Revealed Religion. 

The Deſign of this ſhort Treatiſe is 
to ſhew what the Duties of Children 
are towards their Parents, and to ſug- 
geſt ſome Conſiderations to excite 
them-to do their Duty. 


1, Duty of Children, to honour their Pa- 
rents : and how they are 10 honour them. 


Firſt, Children are bound to ho- 
Nour their Parents; which imports, 
Firſt, That they ſhould entertain re- 
ſpeftful and reverend thoughts of 
them , as being under God the Au- 
thors of their Life and Being ; they 
muſt not think flightingly, and un- 
dc. ;aluingly of their Parents, what- 
ever be their weakneſſes and impertfe- 
tions : They ought to hate and abhor 
their Vices, every thing in them that 
is evil, diſhonourable to God, and 
contrary to his Laws and Command- 
ments z but ſtill they ought to —_ 
al. 


._. I Y a. a. 
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and honour their perſons: And if ar 
any time diſreſpectful and irreverend 
thoughrs ariſe in their minds, they 
onght to check them, to accuſe and 
be angry with themſelves for them ; 
and to call to mind what God hath 
commanded them to do, when he faith, 
F Honour thy father and thy mother, that 
thy days may be long upon the land whit 
the Lord thy Goa grueth thee, ] 

Secondly, This imports that they 
ought to expreſs their inward Reve- 


| rence and Eſteem by all the outward 


marks and demonſtrations thereof, in 
their words and deeds, their looks 
and geſtures ; theſe things are the Pi- 
{ture of the Mind, they ordinarily re- 
preſent the temper and diſpoſition 
thereof z ſo that if there be any thing 
of real eſteem and regard towards any 
body in the heart, it will 'diſcover it 
ſelt by ſome of thoſe outward expreſli- 
ons. We ſee how Solomon carried him- 
ſelf towards his Mother, 1 Kings 2. 
ig. Bathſheba went unto King Solomon to 


fpeak_ unto him for Adonijah : And the 


King roſe up 10 meet her, and bowed hims- 
ſelf unto her, and [ate down on hns Throne, 
and cauſed a ſeat 9 be ſet for the Kings 


Mather, and ſhe fate on his right hand.” 


F'5 Chil- 
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Children are more apt to carry them- 
ſelves irrevereatly and flightingly to- 
wards their Mother, which 1s the reaſon, 
as ſome thinksthat ſhe is ſet down firlt. 
Lev. 19. 3. Te ſhall fear every man his 
mother, and hs father, 
__Tihwdh,This imports that they ought 
to cover the anfirmities. and weaknel- 
{ss, the imperfections and incilcreti- 
ons of their Parents; to do as Shem 
and Japhet did, Gen. 9. 23, when Noah 
their Father was drunken, and was un- 
covered within his Tent. 7 by rock 4 gar- 
mept , aid lajd it pon both their (hou!- 
aers, and went batkwards, and covered the 
nakedneſs of their father, ana ther fees 
were backward, and they ſaw not therr fa- 
thers nakedne/ſs, Children are not 10 
publiſh the faults and follies of their 
Parents ; but. ought to conceal them, 
all that they can, However, there are 
two things very conliſtent with this 
Duty : Firſt, Children may and ought 
to do all that they can, by their pu- 
vate, modelt, and humble Acvaice, to 
reclaim their Parents from their ſinful 
practices, Secondly, If they ficd it 
not {o fit for them immediately to ad- 
viſe their Parents ; or it what they 
ſay. hath not the deſigned effec}, then 
7 they 
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they may recommend this charitable 
office to the care of lome other bedy, 
who is a wile ard kind, a pious and 
ſerious Friend, who may have {ome 
more intiuence than themſelves towards 
the reclaiming their Parents. This is 
the greateſt expreſlion of true kind» 
neſs, honour, and reſpect to them, when 
their Children ſincerely endeavour, in 
the diſcreeteſt manner, to be the hap» 
py inſtruments of their Converſion and 
Reformation; of turning them from 
Satan unto God : This is to be, in 
ſome fort, the Fathers in Chriſt, to 
thoſe who are their Parents by Nature. 
O how happy are the Parents of ſuch 
worthy Children ! How may they re- 
joyce and bleſs God, who hath beſtow- 
ed on them to great a Blelling ? 

[f Children are thus 
obliged to honour their 
Parents z what ſhall be 
faid of thoſe who dil- 
honour , deſpiſe, and flight them, all 
that ever they can , who undervalue 
them 1n their thoughts ; who ſpc3k of 
them with great contempt and dif- 
dain ; who ſpeak to them with gredt 
infolence ; who mock and ſcorn theta ; 
wao laugh at them, and make mouths 


Againſt thoſe who 
diſhnmur their Pas 
rents. 


at 
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at them, and point at them with the 
finger ; who reproach and revile them ; 
who break indecent jeſts upon them; 
who make them the objects of their 
ſport and paſtime ; who take pleaſure 
in publiſhing their weakneſſes and in- 
diſcretions, that others alſo may laugh 
at them, and Ceſpiſe them ? How 
dreadful and terrible are the Curſes 
and Judgments, which God hath in 
ſtore againſt ſuch wretched Children ? 
Prov. 30. 17. The eye that mocketh at bis 
father, and deſpiſeth to obey his mother ;, 
the Ravens of the vallits ſhall pick, it ont, 
and the young Eagles ſhall eat it. T hat is, 
he who is a mocker and ſcorner of his 
Parents, who deſpiſes and flights them, 
ſhall die a ſhameful death, and remain 
unburied, and ſhall -be expoſed to the 
birds and beaſts of prey, to be eaten 
of them, It does not follow from 
hence, that all perverſe wretched Chil 


dren come to ſuch a ſhameful and: un+ 


timely end : Only. it ſhews what oft- 
times happeneth, and is very uſual, to 
wit, that ſuch mockers and defpiſers 
of Parents are puniſhed remarkably by 
the Juſtice of God in this World, and 
are made Examples to all others, who 
will open their eyes to conſider a 
han 


— 
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hand of God againſt ſuch ungodly 
Children, 

As for Inſtances of the Divine Ju- 
ſtice againſt Mockers of Parents, all 
Ages and Countries are full of them. 
Cham was made an Example of this, 
Gen, 9. 22, 24, 25: And Cham the fa- 
ther of Canaan ſaw the nakedneſs of his 


father, and told bis two brethren without, 


And Noah awoke from his wine , and 
brew mWhat his younger ſon bad done 
unto bim. And be ſaid, Curſed be Ca- 
naan';, 4 ſervant of ſervants ſhall be be 
wnto his brethren. In which words, tho? 
Canaan the Son of Cham is only men- 
tioned, yet Cham is not exempted from 
the Curſe ; his puniſhment is hereby 
made ſo much the greater, becauſe he 
is not only pronounced accurſed in his 
own perſon (which is neceſſarily to be 
ſuppoſed, he having committed the ſin 
which cauſed the Curſe) but alſo in 
his Poſterity, which could not but in- 
creaſe mightily his grief, and make 
ob puniſhment lye more heavy upon 


2, Duty, 


1 
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So Duty, ro obey theer Parents, 


Secondly, Children are to obey their 
Parents, to do what they bid them, 
See this in the Example of Joſeph, 
when Jacob ſent him to his Bre- 
thren, Gen, 37. 13, 14. Aid Iſrael 
ſaid unto Foſepth, Do not thy brethren 
feed the flock, in Shechem { Come, and 
I will” ſend thee unto them : And be ſaid 
to him, Here am I. And be ſaid to 
him, Go, I pray thee, fee whether it be 
well with thy brethren, ang well with 
the flocks, and bring me word again : ſo 
he ſent him out of the vale of Hebron, and 
he came to Shechem. The Commands 
of Parents are cither about the ſame 
things which God hath commanded, 
ot they are about things indilterent, 
or about things ualawful. If they are 
about the ſame things which God hath 
commanded , they are ſo much the 
more to be obeyed ; as being the will 
and pleaſure both of their Father in 
Heaven, and of their earthly Parents, 
In this caſe the obligation to obedience 
is double. Secondly, If their Parents 
Commands are about things inditte- 
rent, that is, which are ncither com- 
manded, 
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manded, nor forbidden by God, Chil- 
dren are likewiſe to obey them : God 
hath made it their Duty ſo to do, Col. 
3. 20, Children obey your Parents in all 
things ;; for this is well pleaſing nnto the 
Lord. This obedience 1s very accep- 
table to him z he takes great plea- 
ſure and delight in it, to ſee thoſe 0- 
beycd and ſubmitted to, whom he hath 
appointed to be, as it were, in his 
own ſtead; whom he hath cloathed 
with ſome beams of Divige Power ; 
whom, with relation to their Children, 
he hath made, in ſome ſenſe, facred 
perſons; whoſe Will ought to be a 
Law unto them, tho? only in the Lord. 
For, Thirdly, it the thing command- 
ed be plainly unlawful, they are to 
refuſe complacence therewith z; becauſe 
they are bound to obey God' rather 
than man, rather than Father or Mo- 
ther ; rather than all theWorld: Their 
obligations to God are much greater 
than to their Parents ; he is the Ma- 
ker both of them,and of their Parents ; 
they live by his Bonnty, the Earth they 
tread on is his; the Air they breathe 
in, th: Heavens that cover them, the 
tood they cat , the water they drink, 
the * garments that cloath them, and all 
other 
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other things which they erjoy for their 
beneſit and comfort in the World, ate 
the Lord's : He is their great Maſter, 
who appoints them their buſineſs in 
the World, and. aſſures them of a re- 
ward ; he alſo will reckon with them, 
and either reward, or pyniſh them ac- 
cording to their works ; and therefore 
his Commands are to be preferred to 
thoſe of all others. 

But even in this caſe, Children are 
to expreſs, in their very denial and 
refuſal of obedience , , all that Honour 
and Reſpect - to their Parents, that's 
poſlible ; that they may ſee it is not 
ſtubboraneſs, but the fear of God,which 
makes th:zm diſobey. By this means 
Parents may perhaps be convinced, and” 
made ſenſible of their fin, and prevail- 
ed with to ſhua thole evil things, which 
they ſee their very Children do ſo 
much hate and abhor,and wherein they 
refuſe to obey. 

If Children are thus 

Againſt ſiubb5n and bound by the Laws of 
diſobeatent Children. Heaven, to obey their 
Parents ; what ſhall 

be ſaid of thoie, who make no account 
of their Parents Commands, but ſet at 
naught all their Admonitions and Coun- 
ſels 5 
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ſels z who will not follow their Dire- 
ions, and be governed by them for 
their own good ; but do follow their 
own humor & fancy, and the examples 
and cuſtoms of others like themſelves * 
What a ſad mark is this of approach- 
ing ruine, and of heavy Judgments, 
which hang over the heads of ſuch un- 
godly Children, as you may ſee in the 
Sons of Ely, 1 Sam, 2, 25. of whom it 
is ſaid, that they hearkened not wnto the 
voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord 
would ſlay them, 

By the Law of Moſes, the ſtubborn 
Son was to be put to death, Dewr. 21, 
18, 19, 20, 21, If a man have a ſtubborn 
and rebellious ſon, which will not obey the 
vorce of his father , or the voice of his 
mpther, and that when they have chaſten= 
ed bim, will not hearken unto them : Then 
ſhall bis father and mathey lay hold on 
him, and bring him out unto the Elders of 
his City, and unto the gate of his place : 
And they ſhall ſay. unto the Elders of his 
City, This our /on is ſtubborn and rebel. 
lious, he will not obey our voice : Hle 82 
4 glutton and a drinkard, And all the 
men of his City ſhall ſtone him with ſtones, 
that he die : ſo ſhalt thou put evil away 
from among you, and all Iſrael ſhall hear 
and fear, In 
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In ancient times, in molt Countries, 
Parents had an abſolute power over 
their Children, to puniſh them as they 
thought good, for their diſobedience 
and other faults: And when among(t 
the Romans they leſſened this power, 
yet they did it at firſt only in part; 
The Father was enjoyned to preſent 
his difobedient Child to the Jndge, that 
he might be pnniſhed ; and the Judge 
was to pronounce ſuch a Sentence as 
the Father thought fit. This came 
ſomewhat near the Law of Moſes. By 
this it appeats, what the ſenſe of Man- 
kind was concerning the exceeding 
greatneſs of the crime of ſtubboranets 
and diſobedience in Children to Pa- 
rents. 


3, Duty of Children, to be determined 
by their Parents as to their Calling, 


Thirdly, T hey are to be determined 
by them, as to their Calling and Em- 
ployment, if it be an honeſt and law 
tul one. Their Parents are to be ſup- 
pofed ordinarily more wile and pru- 
dent to chuſe for them, than they are 
tochuſe a Trade for themſelves : T hey 
have more expcrience, and know the 
World 
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World bcttef than their Children do ; 
and to dovbt, they have kindneſs e- 
nouvgh for them to wiſh them well, and 
to defign their advantage, 'and not to 
preſs them to any Trade or way of 
Life, which they believe is inconveni- 
ent, and like to be hurtful to them : 
Bur if :Parents ſhould be miſtaken, as 
to the fitneſs of the Employment, to 
which they deſigh their Children ; and 
__— the Childfen to be ſenſible 
of the great inconveniencies thereof, 
which the Parents, through prejudices 
#1d partialities, do not fee; in this 
caſe Children may , with all due mo- 
deſty, meekneſs,and humility, repreſent 
to their Parents what their thoughts 
are, and tell them what objections they 
have againſt ſuch a Calling ; that their 
Parefits may be prevailed upon, by 
their Reaſons, to alter their reſoluti- 
ons : of if they be not ſo fit themſelves 
to diſcourſe their Parents upon ſuch a 
ſubjet, they may do it by ſome wiſe 
and diſcreet Friends. And if after 
all; Parents. be wilfnl in their inrentt- 
on ard deſign ; Children are not vp- 
on the accotint of uncertain, or pr9- 
bable inconveniencies, to oppoſe them- 
ſclves to the Will of their Parcnts ; 
they 
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they ought to ſubmit themfelves to 
their a ment, if the Trade, or man- 
ner of Life, to which they deſign them, 
be not diſhoneſt ard unlawful ; for 
then there is no farther queſtion to be 
made ; the caſe is clear : The Will of 
God is always to be preferred to the 
Will of Man. AHe that loverh farher or 
mother more than me, ſaith Chriſt , «:: 
not worthy of me, Matth. ic. 37. But 
if there be nothing of diſhoneſty or un- 
lawfulneſs in ſuch an Employment, they 
are to enter upon it with all the chear- 
fulneſs that's poſlible; leaving all events 
unto God. Ir will afford great peace 
and comfort to their minds, whatever 
afterwards falls out, when they conl(i- 
der, that they did what was their Du- 
ty to do; they ſubmitted their own 
opinion to the Judgment of their Pa- 
rents, whom God hath commanded 
them to obey. Whatever may be their 
temporal loſs, they are ſure of ſpiri- 
tual gain. God will plentifully reward 
their humble obedience,and ready com. 
pliance with the Will of their earthly 
Parents. 
Againſt Children who From what hath 
neglett this Duty, been ſaid og this 
Head, we mzy fee 
how 
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how much they are to be blamed, who 
are ſo far from being determined by 
their Parents, in the way and manner 
of cheir living in the World, that 
they either wholly grve up themſelves 
to idleneſs, and waſte their time in 
yain and fooliſh Company, or they 
chuſe ſome way of living, that is either 
diſhoneſt, or very inconvenient for 
them in many regards ; or if they 
comply with their Parents, fo far as 
to enter upon ſome honeſt way of li- 
ving,yet they do not keepat it,but leave 
ir, and become Prodigals; they ſpend 
their ſubſtance in riotous living ; they 
waſte and conſume what their Parents 
beſtow upon them, in drinking, gaming, 
and whoring, and ſuch like extrava- 
gancies, whereby they prove Robbers 
of their Parents; of whom, ſee what 
the Wiſe Man faith, Prov. 28. 24. Who 
fo robbeth his Father, and his Mother, and 
ſaith, It is no Tranſgreſſion, the ſame is 
a Companion of a Deſtroyer. That is, 
he is to be look'd on as one of thoſe 
who rob and murder on the High-way ; 
45 2 man deſperately wicked, who is 
diſpoſed to act any fort of Villa- 
ny, and Impiety, who will ſtick at 
nothing in purtuit of his mad and 
wretched 
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wretched deligns, that may gratific his 
Laſts and Pallions. 


4.” Duty, -nge to ſuffer themſelues to. he 
beſtowed in Marriage againſt their Pa- 
rents will. 


Fourthly, As tp rheir Marriage, they 
are nos to lufter themſelves 6 be. be- 
ſtowed, without.their Parents. conſens. 
Thus Samſon, ,Judg.. 14. 1, 2. And Sam- 
ſon went down to Timnath, and ſaw a 
Women tn 1 wnath, and he came up and 
tald his Father, ang his Mather, and ſaid, 
I have ſeen 4 Woman in Timnath of the 
Daugwers of the Phuliſtins, nam therefore 
get her for me to Wife. How great rea- 
ſan is there for this ? thas they who 
are under God, the cauſes of their life 
and being in the World, whoſe goods 
and polleſſion Children are, ſhould he 
acknowledzed and adviſed with bythem, 
and. depended on in the fectling of 
themſ:lves in the World, in ſuch a 
ſtare of Lite, which will prove either 
the foundation of great happineſs or of 
great miſery, To gave themiclves away) 


without their Parents Conlent, is a | 


kind of theft ; it is to invade the right 


of others; to rob them of that which 
God 


| 
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God hath given them, We ſee how 
great the Power of Parents was, by 
the Law of Moſes, Numb. 30, 3,4, 5- 
To diſanul the raſh Vows of their 
Children before Marriage. If a Woman 
alſo vow a Vow unto the Lord, and bind 
ber ſelf by a Bond, being in her Father's 
Houſe, in her youth, and her Father hear 
her Vow and her Bona, wherewth ſhe hath 
bound her Soul, and her Father ſhall hold 
his peace at h:r: Then all ber Vows ſhall 
ſtand, and every Bond wherewuh ſhe hath 


bound her Soul, (hall ſtand: But if her 


Father diſallow her in the day that he 
bearcth ;, not any of her Vows, or of her 
Bonds, wheremith ſhe hath bound her Sow, 
ſhall ſtand: And the Lord ſhall forgree 
ber, vecauſe htr Father di/allowed ber. 
Now if it be thns in a Father's power 
to duanul his Daughters raſh Vow 
which ſhe made to God, how much 
more may we reckon-1t in his Power, 
to Citanul her rath and indijcreet pro- 
mi'c made to Man, of beſtowing her 
felt without her Parents allowance ? 
Can there be any thing more unjuſt, 
more unxind, more unchankfnl, and 
more 1unnatural, than for Children, 
who have been brought up, novriſhed, 
and cheriſhed by their Parents, for 
whom 
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whom all their care and pains have 
been beſtowed, to diſpoſe of themſelves 
in the moſt important affair of their 
lives, without their knowledge, or a- 
gainſt their Will? What a grief and 
trouble of heart muſt this needs be to 
their poor Parents ? As we ſee it was 
to Iſaac and Rebekah, Gen. 26. 34, 35- 
And Eſau was forty years old, when he 
took ro Wife Judith, the daughter of 
Beeri the Hittite, ad Baſhemath, rhe 
Daughter of Elon the Hittite, which were 
« grief of mind to Iſaac, and to Rebe- 
kah. As to ſuch undutifulChildren, who 
do thus beſtow themſelves againſt their 
Parents will and conſent, it is very re- 
markable, that they ſeldom live hap- 
pily and comfortably ; they bring upon 
themſelves very often a great deal of 
ſorrow and trouble, laſting miſery and 
woe : They live to eat the fruit of their 
fooliſh doings ; and wiſh, when it is to 
little purpoſe, that they had never done 
{o mad and wicked a thing. 


5. Duty, to ſubmit to their Parents Re- 
proofs and Chaſtenings, 


Fifthly, They are meekly and patt- 
ently to ſubmit to their Reproots, to 
their 
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their Chaſtenings and Ccrreftions. lt is 
2 Power that Gcd hath given Parents 
over their Children, to correct and 
chaſten them for their Faults : This is 
neceſſary for Childrens good; and 
therefore, when Parents do correct 
them, they ought not to be angry 
with them, or grumble at their ſeve- 
rity which they uſe for reforming of 
them ; much leſs are they to reſiſt and 
rebel againſt them. eb. 12. 9. We 
have had Fathers of our fie, which core 
relked us, and we gave them reverence. 
Yea, tho? Parents ſometimes exceed 
the bounds cf prudence and diſcretion 
in chaltiſing their Children, tho? they 
indulge a lictle to their own Paſſion ; 
yet Children are bound patiently to 
bear and ſuffer their Corrections: They 
are not to ily out into indecent and 
irreverent words and aCtions, but with 
all the ſubmiſſion and reſpect that's 
poſſible, onght to endeavour to miti- 
eate the wrath and paſllion of their an- 
ery Parents; and afterwards they are 
to ſtudy all that ever they can, to 
prevent their anger and diſpleaſure, 
by a moſt humble, reverend, and du- 
tiful carriage. 


G How 
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How much may this 
Againſt Rebel- ſerve to reprove thoſe, 
licus CPiidien, who are {o far from 04+ 
kin 5 In good part their 
Parents correcting and chaitening of 
them, that they refaſe to 1 uDM1t there- 
to? T hey reſiſt them, and rebel againſt 
them. Can there be any thing more 
unnatural and monſtrous, than to ſee 
thoſe who O77C their being to their 
Parents; wao have been brought up 
by them; who have met with to ma- 
ny reſtimonies of a tender care, and 
of great kindneſs; to riſe up againſt 
them? to wy into the faces of thoſe 
who are the Authors of thetr being ? 
to lift up their hand againſt them? 
This is a ſin of ſo cryi-5 a nature, that 
he who was guilty thereof , was > _=_ 
put to death by the Law of , 
Exod. 21. l EF. He that [miteth Fr 5 + Th 
ther or his Mother, ſhall be ſurely put r9 
death, How greatly does it aggravate 
this ſin, when Children have met with 
no ſeyere, nor unmerciful dealing from 
their Parents? But have been treated 
by them, wich all that gentlenets and 
kindneſs that was poi lible. And yet for 
ſuch Children to riſe up againſt their 
Parents, is a Crime of to black a na- 
ture, 
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ture, that it is no wonder if the hand 
of God _ againſt chem for it, in 
a very liznal manner; as It did in che 
caſe of Ab/alom, tor whom his Father 
David had fo great a fondnels - This 
unthanktul and unaatural Son roſe up 
2gainlt him, and endeavoured by force 
2nd violence' to pull him from the 
Throne, and to uturp the Royal Dig- 
nity. See how the hand of God ap- 
=_ againſt him. 2 Sam. 18.9. And 
D blalom wet the Servants of David ; and 
ren Mm rode upon 4 Mule, and the Mu! c 
went under the thick Boughs of oreat y_ 
and b1s Flead caiig be by 11 of the Oak, and 
be was taken up "ber: peer the Fleaven and 
the Earth, and the Mule that was under 
hum went away.And, Ver. 14. it 15 ſaid that 
Joab took_ three darts in his hand, and 
truſt them thre ugh the heart of Abſalom, 
while he was yet alrwe tn the midſt of the 
Oak, And ver. 15. Ten young Men that 
bare Joab? $ Ay mour, COm paſſed about, and 
ſmote Abſalom, and ſlew him, And ver. 
17. They took Abſalom and caſt bum ins 
to a great Pit in the Wood, and laid & 
Very great heap of ſtones upon him, This 
was done as a laſting Monument of 
Av/alows fin and ſhame, and of God's 
righteous Judgment upon him. 
G 2 6, Dity 
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6, Duty,” to love therr Parents, and how 
they art to expreſs their Ton e 


S:xthly, Children ought to love their 
Parents ; and to exprels it by all thoſe 
Offices, which are in their Power to 
do for them: , by ſerving them readily; 
by doing every thing that may make 
them well pleaſed ; by ſympathizing 
with them in all their troubles : by af- 
liſting them, and doing all they can, 
t, inake . their Lives joyful and com- 
fortable; by ſhunning every thing that 
may grieve them, or make them un- 
eaſe : They ought to refule no labour, 
nor pains to do them ſervice, eſpeci- 
ally when they are lick and weak, op- 
preſſed with the Burden of Old Age, 
or poor and indigent, under any fort 
of neccility whatiocverz then ought 
Children to be very ready to help 
them, to comfort 'and to encourage 
them, to do all that they can to make 
their lives cafic to them, and to ligh- 
ten their Burdens. T his 1s called, 1 7m, 
1.4. A ſhewing Piety at home, It is an 
act of Religion and Worſhip, which 
God is well pleaſcd with, We ſce how 
Joſeph nouriſhed his Father and his 
Brethren, 


m 
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Brethren, and all his Fathers houſe- 
hold with Bread, Ger. 47. 12. It was 
an old Roman Law. Let Children re- 
lieve their Parents, or be put 772 Priſon, 

How many Examples havethere been 
amongſt the Heathens of Eminent Pie- 
ty towards Parents ? Such 
was that Act of her, who 1, 1x. 
when her Old Father was |. s. cap. 4. 
condemned to be put to 
death in Priſon, vitlired him often, and 
gave him ſuck, and fo preſerved him 
alive, who otherwiſe muſt have dyed 
of Famine. 

The like inſtance we 
meet with in the fame #ler. Max, 
Author, of a worthy Ro- 104, 
man Daughter, who did 
in the ſame manner preſerve her Mo- 
ther in Priſon, being condemned to dye. 
When the Keeper of the Priſon, to 
whom the charge of putting her to 
death was committed, found aftcr ſore 
time, that her Daughter kept her alive 
by giving her ſuck, he was ſo affeted 
with the greatneſs of the Daughters 
Compaſlion and tenderneſs to her Mos 
ther, that he made it known to thoſe 
in Power, who were likewiſe ſo migh- 
tily touched with ſuch an unuſual in- 
G 3 ſtance 
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ſtance of tender Aﬀection; that they 
pardoned the Mother, as the greateſt 
Reward they could beſtow on the 
Daughter for her marvellous Aﬀe- 
Ction. 

What can there he more juſt and rea» 
ſonable, than for Children thus to en» 
deavour to requite their Parents, for 
their great care and kindneſs towards 
them, when they were not able to 
help themſelves ? The time was, when 
their Parents were as Eyes and Hands 
and Feet to them; they did every thing 
for them, their Childrea not being ca- 
pable to do any thing for themſelves: 
How ready therefore ſhould they be to 
ſerve their Parents, to alliſt them by 
all good Offices, when their conditi- 
on requires it ? 

This is a Duty to which Chileren are 
ſo ſtrittly obliged (to wit the aſliſting 
and relieving of their Parents) that no 
pretence is ſufncient to abſolve them 
from the Obligation thereof. The Pha- 
riſees thought they had found out an 
Exception from this Rule, which was 
this; that if Children gave away their 
Wealth to pious and Charitable ules, 
they were freed from the Obligatiu1 
of relieving their Parents : They taught 
then 
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them in this caſe, to tell their Parents, 
It 15 Corban, that 15 to ſay, a Gift, by mhat= 
ſoever thou mieghte(s be profited by me, 
Mar. 9. 11. And by ſaying this, they 
made people believe that they were 
ſufficiently freed from all Obligations 
to take care of, and provide for thefr 
Parents. But our Saviour reproves them 
ſeverely, telling them, that this was no 
other than the making void the Command- 
ments of God by therr Traditions, 

We ma! fee from | | 
this, what Judgment Againſt unlind 
to make of ſuch unkind, Pj , 444 
undutiful, and unnatu- @ 
ral Children, who do wholly negle& 
their Parents, eſpecially in their old 
age, and in their poor and low Eſtate; 
who ſhew them no more pity, and 
expreſs no more love*-nor tenderneſs 
towards them, than if they were not 
their Parents ; who grudge them the 
leaſt ſupply; and take all the wicked 
courſes that they can, to ftarye them 
to death, that they may be rid of them; 
who wiſh and long for, and rejoyce in 
the death of their poor Parents. O 
what a horrid Barbarity and Inhuama- 
nity is this! Shall not many Pagans riſe 
vpinJudgment againſt ſuchChildren,and 

4 Condemn 
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Condemn them ? How little do they de- 
ſerve the Name of Chriſtian Children ? 
Their true Name 1s Unchriſtian, and 
unnatural Children. As Solomon hid the 
Sluggard 2o to the Ant,. ſo may w: bid 
ſuch hard-hearted and unmercitul Chil. 
dren go to the Stork, of whom it is 
told, that when the old Dams cannot 
feed themſelves, their lictle ones feed 
and nouriſh them; when their Fea» 
thers fall from them, they cover them 
with their Feathers; and when they 
are not able to fly, they couple them- 
ſelves together, to carry them vpon 
their Backs. Let uncompallionate Chil- 
dren goto this compallionate Creature, 
and confider her ways and be wile; 
Let them learn from her, to be more 
kind and affectionate, and tender-hear- 
ted towards their Parents, a:1d not 4- 
ny longer to harden their Bowels a- 
gainſt them. 


7 Duty, to pray for their Parents, 


Seventhly, Becanſe all that Children 
can do is not ſufficient to require the 
_ and tender care of their Parents ; 
therefore they ought to pray to God, 
Chat he would reward them,and preſerve 
them, 
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them, and kecp them alive; that he 
weuld fupply all their wants, and com- 
fort them in all their troubles, and 
requite their Love, their tender care, 
and their great coſt and pains they bave 
been at to bring them up, and to edu- 
cate them - How h-ppy are the Parents 
of ſuch Children, who are ſupplicants 
and interceſſors, at the Throne of 
Grace, for good things unto them ? 
Such Children are the ſtrength of their 
Parents;z they are a great bleſling un- 
to them; 

If it be the Duty of Chil- | 
dren, thus to pray to God, Againſt Cure 
in b+ half of their Parents, ou vs 

- nm 
what {hall we fay of thoſe, 
who neither pray for them, nor them- 
ſelves, but live like the Beaſts that pe- 
riſh, and mind nothing that's good ? 
Aud if their Crime is great, who do 
not at all pray for their Parents, 
how dreadful 1s their Guilt, who Curſe 
them ? Whar dreadful Judgments may 
ſuch Monſters of wickedneſs expect, 
Prov. 20. 20. Who fo Curſeth bis Father 
or his Afother, bis Lamp ſhail be put 
out 1n 0bſcure darkneſs ; that 1s, be ſball 
be reduced unto a 1ad «ff.dt-d and mile- 
rable Stats ; bis proſperous condition 
7 hich 
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(which 1s compared to. Light, or- to: 8 
Lamp) ſhall be turned into Adverſity 
and Miſery, and that very great, which 
is expreſſed by WL CUYE darkneſs | he 
ſhall be made very miſerable; his itate 
and condition in the World ſhall be- 
come moſt uncomfortable; as is is for 
e Man who walketh ia a way that is 
Full of Light, where he beholds a great 
many Objects, which afford him plea- 
ſure and delight, ſuddenly ro be de- 
prived of all this, and to find himſelf 
@ll alone in obſcure darkneſs, without 
all help and comtort. By the Law of 
Aſes, fuch ungodly and uanatural Chile 
dren were without any pardon to be 
pot to death. Exod. 21. i7. ide that 
Curſeth his Father or bis Mother, ſhall 
ſurely be put to death, 

From what hath been ſaid, Children 
may ſee what their Duty is, which they 
owe to their Parents; whic' that they 
may perform, there are ſe eral things | 
which ſerve as powerful Motives and | 
Arguments to excite them. bog 
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Motives to excite Children to ao theſe 
things, 


Firſt, It will tend migh- 
tily to move them to 
Honour therr Father and 
Mother, it they conſider 
who requires this at their hands, This 
Law proceedeth not from Men, but 
from God; It is a Law made by him 
who is their Maker; and therefore 
by right of Creation may require 
their Obedience : It isa Law madeby 
their faithful preſerver, and rich pro- 
vider ; and therefore by vertue of his 
daily care over them, and kindneſs to 
them, may command them what he 
thinks good : This is the will of their 
Father in Heaven, of their Lord and 
King, of him who will call them to 
an account, and render t0 tem accord- 
ing to their Works; of him who is their 
preateſt and beſt Friend, if they do his 
Will and keep his Commandments; but 
will be their moſt dreadful and ter- 
rible Enemy, if they do not obey his 
Voice : If therefore children have any 
ſenſe. of God on their Souls; if they 
cognlider his infinite greatneſs, power, 
wWildom 


1. Motrue, from 
the druvine Com- 
mand ment. 


I32 Advice to Children. 

wiſdom, juſtice, truth, faithfulneſs, 
wercy, ard kindneſs; they cannot but 
endcavour to perform what he requires, 
when once th.y know what is his holy 
will aid pleaſure. Now, as to what [ 
ſpeak of, to wit the Duty of Children 
to Parents, it is plain and clear, not 
only from thote Laws which are con- 
taired in Holy Scripture, Which were 
revealed from Heaven to hcl, Mcn, 
whom God made uſe of to be the pub- 
liſhers thereof to the World : | but 
likewiſe from the Laws of Nature, 
thoſe clcar impreilions which God hath 
made on the minds of Men in all pla- 
ces, and in all Ages; whereby they are 
tavght that Children ovght to honour 
and obey their Parents, to love them 
and to relieve them, and provide for 
them, if they ſtand in need of their 
help. Theſe have always been the calm 
and ſober thoughts of all Men; aid 
when any were fo wicked as to violate 
this ſacred Law, they were hated ard 
abhorred by all oth.rs; ard in all 
well govern'd States, were puniſhed 
according to the demerits of their 
Crime, and the degree of their diſo- 
Ledic:.ce and perverſenels, <ciiher im- 
Weuviate:y by the Parents, or by pub- 
lick 
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lick Judges, upon complaiat made by 
Parents. I he Seule of all this ought to 
move Children to hovwour their Father 
and Mother, that they may approve 
themiclves to God, who requires them 
to do fo, and that upon the ſeverelſt 
Penalties, if they ſhall dare to dilho- 
nour them, and dilobey them. 

Secondly, 1 o encourage | 
Children to pertorm their ,. + #9777, 
. Z * ; ; from the Dt- 
Dury to their | at ents, God vine Promiie. 
hath been picaled to add a 
gracious proinile. That thy days may be 
long upon the Land which the Lord thy God 
wwerh thee. He might only have com- 
manced them to do this. -5y vi cue of 
his abſolute Power and Soveraign Au- 
thurity, which he has over ail Men, 
without propuling any Reward ; but 
ſuch is his 1uft: ite Bounty and Good- 
neſs, that he hath added a Promiſe to 
the Command, thereby to make Chil- 
drens Duty the more ealie. 

As to the Promiſe it ic1f, it is not 
to be underſtood ablolutely, as if all 
good Children ih -ald liv- long ; pro- 
miſes of Tempao:al Bletſings are made 
conditionally, that 15, fo far as God 
ſees ſ1ch things belt ad ficteſt for us : 
SO That as to claus promile of long _ 

Go 
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God will beſtow it, if it be moſt for 
his own Glory, and the good and Be- 
nefit of Children. Oftentimes he does 
lengthen out the years of pious and 
dutiful Children; whercas the years of 
wicked and undutiful Children: are 
ſhortned by their prophane and wick- 
ed Courſes ; ſo that ſome of them are 
cut off immediately by the hand of God, 
and others are put to death by the 
hand of Man. 

As for thoſe Children who live not 
to a great Age, tho” they are very du- 
tiful and obedient to their Parents; 
God doth make up what is wanting 
in the number -of their years here, 
with an everlaſting Life, and Glory in 
Heaven. In which caſe there's no cauſe 
to Complain, as if God did not fulfill 
his promiſe to them. For as there is 
no reaſon for a Man to complain, who 
is employed to work for ſo much a day, 
if his Maſter ſce it fit to free him 
from his Work, and pay him all his 
Wages before the third part of his 
time is out : Even ſo, if God think fig 
to ſet his Children at Liberty, from 
the toil and labour of this life, and to 
beſtow upon them glorious and Eter- 
nal Rewards, while they are in the 
Morgipz 
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Morning or Noon, asiit were, of their 
Age, there is no ground of complain- 
ing upon his doing ſo, but rather 
great inatter of praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving unto him, whoſe mercy and love 
is infinitely great. 

But beſides this Reward 1n the other 
Vorld z there are Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings which God will beſtow on thoſe 
who keep this Commandment. How 
acceptable and pleaſing to him, was 
the Obedience of the Rechabires unto 
their Father, tho? his Commands ſeem- 
ed very hard and ſcvere, to wit, That 
they ſhould drivik no Wine, nor build Houſe, 
mr ſow ſeed, nor plant Vineyard, nor have 
any, but ſhonid dwell in Tents, Ter. 35. 
6, 7. &c. And ver. 19. Jeremiah ſaid 
wnto the Flouſe of the Rechabites, , Thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
becauſe you have _— the Command of 
Jonadab your Father, and kept all bis 
Precepts, and ane according to all that 
he hath commanded you : Therefore thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſras 
&, Jonadab the Son of Rechab ſhall no8 
want a Man to ſtand before me for ever, 
Which Words import that he would 
take a particular care of them, that 
he would be mindful of them, and 
haye 
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have them in tis Eye; that he would 
preſerve them; and ſhew them his 'f& 
vour ai love, and continne unto them 
thoſe Offices and Priviledges which 
they enjoyed, which ſome thiuk were, 
of being Scribes and DoCtors of the 
Law, and having ſome Charge in or 
about. the Temple. 
Thirdly, B:ſides the 
,3 Marive, from Command of God, and 
—Fro ark the Reward which he 
hath promiled to them 
who honour their Parents, how ſtrong 
an Argument ought it to be unto all 
Children, to excice them to this, when 
thzy conlider the Example of their 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, their King 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ? Of whom 
it is ſaid, that be was ſubjeft wnto his 
Parents, Luke 2. 51 And if he, who 
was ſo much greater than his Parents, 
who was their Lord, their King, their 
Maker, their Saviour and Redeemer; if 
he, who was the Son of God, and 
thought it no Robbery to be "equal 
wich God, I ſay, if he was ſubject to 
his Parents, ought not all Children to 
be fo to their Parents ? and toeſteem 
it their glory to imitate their Prince 
and taviour, as in his other es or 
0 
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{ in his Obcdience and SubjeCtion to 
his Parents ? Shall any Man think him- 
ſelf too good to do this, when Chriſt 
did 1t before him ? Can it be too mean 
for a Worm to do that, which a Man, 
a great Man, and a mighty Prince hath 
done ? Shall vile ſinners think them- 
ſelves abaſed and diſhonoured by doing 
that which was done before by him, 
who knew n0 ſin, andin whoſe Mouth there 
was found no gwle, who was holy, barm- 
leſs , and wndefiled, ſeparate from ſun- 
mers, and made higher than the Heayens, 
Heb, 7, 26. As our Bleſſed Lord was 
a great and noble Pattern to us in 0- 
ther things, ſo particularly in his love 
to his Parents. When he was upon the 
Croſs, a little before he gave up the 
Ghoſt, he expreſled how great his love 
was to his Mother, and how tender a 
care he had of her. John 19. 25, 26, 
27. Nuw there ſivod by the Croſs of Fee 
fur, bus Mothtr, and his Mothers Siſter, 
Mary the Wife of Cleophas, ana Mary 
Mag.dalrne, When Jeſm: therefore [aw 
his Mother, and the Dif pple ſt ingding by, 
whom he loved, bz fainh wito lis Alnher, 
Woman, behold thy Son Thin ſaith he to 
the Diſc ple, beht ld thy Alot her. And t' om 
that hour, that D:ſciple took her unto hrs 
own 
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own home. He commends his Mother 
to John (Fo/eph in all probability being 
dead) that he might take care of her, 
as of his own Mother- Tho'” he was 
at this time in the midſt of great pain 
and anguiſh, tho* his hands and his 
feet were nailed to the Croſs, tho? 
his head was Crowned with Thorns, 
tho? he lay under the moſt inſupport- 
able Burden that ever Man lay under, 
yer, as if the ſight of his Mother had 
made him forget all his Sufterinzs, and 
Torments, he aftetionately recom- 
mends her to the Care of another, who 
he knew would perform all the Offi- 
ces of a loving Sn nnto her. He knew 
how great an affliction it would be to 
her, to be deprived of the Comfort 
of his preſence in the World; he 
knew to how many neceſſities and wants, 
ſhe ſhould be expoſed by his leaving 
of her; and thereſore he gives it in 
charge to the beloved Diſciple, to do 
the Duty of a Son unto her, to be to 
her in his ſtead, to- honour her, to 
love her, to ſerve her, to take care 
of her, and provide whatever might 
be fig for her. This ſhews all Chil- 
dren what 1s their Duty towards their 
Parents, to wit, that they ought to 
take 
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take care of them, ſo long as they live, 
and are able to do itz they ought 
with all reſpect and kindneſs, to per- 
form unto them all thofe Oſhces, 
which the Laws of Nature and Chri- 
ſtianity require. 
Fourthly, May not the Ex- 

amples of ſome Heathens, 4+ More, 
which have already been men- fr9m the 
, "<omp= px, =p . Examples 
tioned, excite Chriſtian Chil- 7-2, 
dren to perform their Duty Heathens, 


' to their Parents? There are 


2 great many more inſtances might 
be added to this purpoſe ; I ſhall only 
mention two. The firſt is. of the brave 
Cortolanus, that Great Roman Com- 
mander, who being very ill uſed by 
his Country-men, iled to the Yolſcians, 
who were at that tim? at War with 
the Komarns, Within 3 little time after 
his coming amongſt ther), he was made 
General of their Forces; in which Ser- 
vice he had great Succeſs againſt the 
Fomans, gaining ſeveral Vittories over 
them, whereby he was encouraged to 
approach to the very Walls of Rome: 
His Conntry-men were terribly alarm- 
ed with this; fo that they were for- 
ced to make humble Addreſles to him, 
to deprecate his diſpleaſure, but to no 
purpoſe : 
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purpoſe: They ſent their Prieſts in 
their ſacred Veſtments, but to as little 
Effect : But no ſooner did his Mother, 
attended with his Wife and Children, 
come to him, but he ſubmitted him- 
ſelf to her. Now, ſays he, you have 
overcome me indeed, when the intrea» 
ties of my Mother are added to yours; 
tho? Rome deſerve my hatred, yet for 
my Mothers ſake I will ſpareit; and 
immediately he withdrew his Army. 

A ſecond Example, is that of the 
worthy Athenian Captain Cimon, who 
not being able to redeem the Corps 
of his Father, which was arreſted for 
Debt, ſold himſelf, and became a Slave, 
that his deceaſed Father*s Body might 
be freed from that Arreſt that was 
upon it, and ſo might have honou- 
rable Buriat.- This great Man w3s 
famous for his Noble and Valiant Ex- 
ploits, for his great courage and ex- 
cellent Conduct in Military Aﬀeairs ; 
but there was not any thing for which 
he was ſo much admired and loved, 
as for this wonderful inſtance of 
Aﬀction and Reſpect to his Fae 
ther. 

May not ſuch ſhining Patterns a- 
mongſt the Pagans, make many Chri- 
ſtians 
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ſtians aſhamed, who come ſo far ſhort 
of them, in their Duty and Obedi- 
ence to their Parents? Shall not 
they riſe up in Judgment and con- 
demn Chriſtians, who tho? they have 
a more excellent, compleat, and per- 
fect Rule, tho* they have a preat 
dcal more Lizht to direct them in 
their Duty to their Parents; and 
tho? they have much greater aſliſtan- 
ces to enable them to perform their 
Duty ; do nevertheleſs carry them- 


ſelves ſo undutifully, and unchriſti- 


anly, as if they had never heard of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, yea, as if they 
had- been born without any impreſſions 
of Natural Religion on their Minds, 
whereby ell Nations are ſo far in- 
ſtruted and enlightned, as to acknow- 
ledge, that to honour, obey, love, 
ſerve, and aſflilt our Parents, is a Du- 
ty of unqueſtionable and indiſpen- 
livle Obligation. 
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The Concluſion + Peming how Children ought 
ro umprove what hath been ſaid, 


From what hath been faid, Children 
may {ce how great reaſon they have to 
perform all thoſe offices of Love, Ho- 
nour and Subjection to their Parents, 
that God requires of them. It remains 
that they ſcrioully and impartially con- 
ſider, what their practice has becn, and 
whether they have done thoſe things 
which God requires them to do to+ 
wards their Fathcr and Mother, 

That you may do this to good pur- 
poſe,ir's fit that you employ tome time 
in looking back on your Lives, in conſt- 
dering how you have honoured, loved, 
and obeycd your Parents; that you 

y ſee, whether you have carricd 
your ſelves towards them, 1n words 
and deeds, as became good Children, 
who have a ſenſe of Religion ; or 
whether you have not diſhonoured, 
neglected, and diſobeyed thei. 

lf upon Examination of your fclves, 
you find that you have cone your Du- 
ty ; that you have fincerely endeavou- 
rcd to obey them in all things 3 that 
you have loved them heartily, and 
payed them that Reſpect which you 
knew 
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knew was due unto them : Bleſs God, 
who hath given you to will and to do 
according to his good plcalure. But 
becauſe there are defects and imperfe- 
(tions, which cleave to our exacteſt 
performances, therefore it 15 needful 
that you beg of God to forgive you, 
wherein ſocver you have been faulty, 
or defeCtive in thoſe Duties you ewed 
them. Conſider what theſe defcfts and 
imperfections are, and reſolve to amend 
them, and go on in doing every part 
of your Duty to them with greater ex- 
atneſs, and with all that perfection 
that's poilible, 

Bur if upon inquiry into your hearts 
and lives, you find that you have been 
very faulty and defective in the Duties 
you owe to your Parents ; that you 
have neglected to do what you ought 
to have done ; that inſtead of honou- 
ring them, you have Ciſhonoured them, 
you have {lighted and Ce:plied them, 
you have mo k d and icorned them, 
you have reviled and reproached them; 
if inſtead of obeying them, you find 
that you have been ſtubborn and dif- 
obedient to them, you have refuſed to 
follow th:ir Counſels and Admoniti- 
ons, you have done your own Wall, 
and 
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and followed your own vain humour 
and fancy, in contempt of their Will; 
if inſtead of ſubmitting to their cor- 
reCctions and chaſtenings, you have re- 
fuſed ſubmiſſion to them, and perhaps 
have rebelled againſt them : It inſtead 
of loving them, you have hated them, 
and wiſhed, and deſired their death; 
if inſtead of relieving them in their 
wants, and ſupplying them with what 
was neceſlary for them, you have waſt- 
ed their ſubſtance by your riotous and 
extrav2gant Living, you have put off 
all bowels of compal lion and tenderneſs 
towards them ; it, 1 ſay, you find that 
you have thus carried your ſelves to- 
wards them, in a way fo contrary 
to your Duty, how ought you to la- 
ment and mourn tor ) Mr wickedneſs 
and folly * How ought you to accule 
your ſelves for your great iniquity, 
and to aggravate your crimes x all 
jaſt and fig conſiderations? You may 
in this manncr expoltulate the cafe with 
your ſelves: What a fad and unwor- 
thy Wretch am I, who have thus diCſ- 
honoured ,, hated, and diſobeyed my 
dear Parents, who are under God the 
Authors of my B:ing in the World, 
to whom I owe that lam ? Who have 
proved 
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proved fo undutiful to them who took 
care of me, when I could not take care 
of my ſelf ? who fed and cloathed me, 
who were at ſo great pains and charge 
for me, who bave employed fo much 
of their time and ſtrength to provide 
for me all neceſlary things ? and yet 
that | ſhould prove fo wicked as to de- 
ſpiſe them, to difobey them, and hate 
them; not to ſubmit my {elf unto 
them , what baſe and wicked ingrati- 
tude is it ? That I, who ſhould have 
been a Bleſſing to them, ſhould prove 


| 2 Curſe ; That 1 who ſhould have been 


2 Comfort to them, ſhould be the cauſe 
of their griet and ſorrow ? That 1 who 
ſhould have been a help unto them, 
ſhould be ſo great a hinderance ? That 
| who ſhould have been the ſtay and 


| ſupport of their Old age, ſhould prove 
| their ruine, and the cauſe of the ſpend- 


ing of their days in anguiſh and trou- 
ble ? What a prodigious impiety is 
this ? What a wretched and abomina- 
ble Creature am | , who have been 
guilty of ſuch horrid impiety ? Who 
have had (o little regard to thoſe who 
are to me in God's ſtead here in the 
World ? What puniſhment do I not 
deſerve ? What a wonder is it that 

H God 
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God hath ſpared me and pitied me, 
and hath not cut me off in the mid(t of 
my diſobedience, neglect, and contempt 
of my Parents | That he hath 'not 
made me an Example 80 all others, 
and a ftanding Monument of his juſt 
diſpleaſure ! That he has not bound me 
hand and foot, and calt me into utter 
darkneſs, and given me my portion 
with Hypocrites-and Sinners ; but hach 
tengthened out iny years, and given me 
time and place to repent ! 

Having thus in your own minds ex- 
poſtulated the matter with your ſelves, 
you may tn the next place adore and 
bleſs the Divine Goodneſs, the infinice 
Mercy, and aſtoniſhing Kindneſs of 
God towards you, in having ſpared 
and piticd yon; in not dealing with 
you after your ſins, nor rewarding you 
after your iniquicies ; but that he hath 
been pleaſed to wait to be gracious to 
you. Humbly confeſs your fanlts and 
offences nnato him ; with great ſhame 
and confuſion of face, and with true 
grief and ſorrow of heart ackcow ledge 
your iniquitics ; make particular con- 
feſſion, ſo far as you remember, of 
your ſtubbornneſs and dilobecience to 
your Parents, of your contempt and 
neglect 
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neglect of them, of your hating them 
and wiſhing Evil to them, of your 
ſpeaking irreverently and wickedly 
to them, or of them, of your not ſub- 
mitting to their Correttions, of your 
not heeding their Admonitions and 
Counſels, nor rezarding their juſt Re- 
proofs, cc. Beg, of God, for Chriſt's 
ſake, to have mercy on you, and to 
blot out yoor Sins, and to make you 
what you ouzht to be. 

After this, -ic is fit to form ſincere 
and hearty Reſolutions of doing your 
Duty, in all reſpects, to your Parents 
for the time to come; of loving, 
honouring, obeying, and ſerving them, 
25 you ought ro do. Reſolve to a- 
mend whatever has been amiſs and de- 
fetive either in your thoughts words 
or deeds, with relation to them. Beg 
of God to ltrengrhen you in your 
Reſolutions; to fortify you 2gainft all 
Temptations ; to inſpire you with his 
Fear and Love; to puide You | , his 
good Spirit; and chat he would ne- 
ver leave you, nor ſorſake you. 

If the Exam ple and Society of 0- 
ther wicked Chi:dren has been an oc- 
caſon of nmakinz you fo bad, and of 
hardening ycu in your Conterpr, 
H 2 StuD- 
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Stubbornneſs and Diſobedience; reſolve 
to break off your Familiarities with 
them ; lect them and all others know, 
and ice, that you are ſorry for your 
Diſobedience to your Parents; for your 
having diſhonoured, tlighted, and neg- 
lected them; and that you are reſol-. 
ved to Co ſo no more; but will, by 
the help of God, approve your ſelves 
Dutiful, Kind, and Obedient Children, 

Not only muſt you kn this manner 
make your Humble and Penitent Con- 
fellion ro Almighty God your Heaven- 
ly Father, whom you have provoked, 
as by your other Sins, ſo particular- 
ly by your difcbedience to your Parents, 
and by your diſhonouring- of them; 
but you mult likewiſe confeſs unto 
your Parents the Crimes whereof you 
have been * guilty againſt them; .you 
muſt ſay as the Prodigal did, / wil a- 
riſe,and 20 to my Father, and will jay «nt9 
him, Father, I have ſinned 4 ainſt Hes 
ven, ana before thee, and am no more 
worthy ro be Called thy Son. Luke 15. 
15,19, Let your Parents ſee that you 
are heartily ſorry for your Offences 
againſt them by Word or Deed; beg 
of them to forgive: you, and delire 
them to pray to God that he would 
forgive you. You 
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You are to be careful aftcr this, to 
fulfil your Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
and to perform all thoſe Duties of 
Love, Honour, and Obedience to your 
Parents, wherein you were formerly 
fo defective. For this end it is fit, 
daily and earneſtly to beg of. God, 
that he would dire and aflilt you 
to do what 1s well-pleafing in his tight. 
It is necellary for you to be very jea- 
lous of your deceirful and deſperate- 
ly wicked Hearts; to watch over 
them carefully, left they turn aſide to- 
wards your former crooked Ways ; 
leſt 3ou return with the Dog to the 
Vomir. Watch againſt all thole Temp- 
tations, whereby you are moſt in dan- 
ger of being ſeduced, and intangled 
again 4n your former perverſe Pra- 
etices and Cuſtoms. 

As you have been formerly very neg- 
ligent and defective in Honouring aud 
Obeying your Parents, endeaycur for 
the future ſo much the more, to per- 
form all thoſe Dutics which you owe 
unto ther, with great care and ex- 
actnels. 

As you have been great Examples 
of Diſobedience, ſtrive to be ſo much 
the greater Pattcrns of Obedience. En- 
H 3 d:avour 
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deavour to do all that you can; that 
they who .have been, by your Coun- 
{els, or Examples, corrupted and made 
ſtudborn, and diſobcdient, may be 
reformed and reſcued from their fins 
and wickedneſs; that as you have 
been Iaſtrumeats to promote Satan's 
Kingdom, ſo you may be zealons for 
the glory of God, for promoting Pie- 
ty and true Virtue in the World; 
whereof this is no-inconſiderable part; 
that Childrea honour their Father and 
Mother, and do all thoſe Duties with 
chearfulneſs unto them, which God 
requires. 

This is the way to obtain the di- 
vine pardon, to turn away his Wrath, 
and to keep off thoſe heavy Judgments 
which are threatned againſt ſtubborn 
Children, and ſuch who mock and 
ſcorn their Parents: Or it Gad ſee it 
fix to puniſh you here, he will make 
your Corrections and Puuiſhments, and 
all other things,work together for your 
good; and after he hath 'tryed you, 
he will beſtow upon you rewards of 
everlaſting Life and Glory. 

As for thoſe who are fo perverſe as 
to deſpiſe all Counſel and Advice, who 
refuſe to hearken to any gens furs 
who 
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who are reſolyed to go on in their 
ſtubbornneſs and diſobedience to their 
Parents, in flighting and vilifying them; 
let them remember what the Wiſe Man 
faith, Eccleſ, 11.9. Regoice, O young 
Man, in thy Tomth, ard let thine heart 
chear thee, in the day: of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
in the ſight of thine Eyes : But know thos, 
that for all theſe things, God will bring 
thee into Judgment. 
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Ephel. V. 16. 


Redeeminy' the time , becauſe 
the days are. evil, 


F all the outward The Introdu- 
Blcſlings,which-God ' &iva, 
'beſtows « npan ' vs, 


there is none: ſo valuable. and precious 
as. our Time. ' God 'beltows upon us 
his other Bleſſings in great variety and 
plenty /; but in this he ſeems to be 
more |{patiag, foriit-is given.oe-nat in 
darge. proportidns, but:as it were drop 
'by drop.,. ane mijaute after agokhber 3; 
never . two minutes [together : when- 
ever he gives us one, he takes away 
another. - And yet how m— is it 
to think, that'a' great many ſpend their 
time in Vanity and Folly ? Fine me is to 
many like a dead Commodity ; they 
cannot tell what to do with it. They- 
are ready to throw it away for no- 
thing, or for that which is little bet- 


- 
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ter : inſtcad of improving and uſing it 
ia virtuous and profitable actions and 
deligns, they waſte Ic in trifling and 
vanity, which is an Argument of the 
greateſt Folly; as on the other hand, 
the right husbanding of Time is a 
great inſtance of true Wiſdom. 
_ ,-..!The Apoſtle havidg ex- 
The Txt ex- horted the'* Epheſians to 
plained, walk cirewmſpettly , vt as 
fools, but aFwiſe, he imme- 
diately ſubjoins [ Kedeemumg the, time," 
Intimating thereby, /.that ther& is no 
better way for us to ſhew' our*.{elves 
wiſe, 'than by employing our time to 
ood purpoſe, Redeeming and buying 
t; or, as ſome read the words, Buy- 
ing the opportunity, or a fit occaſion 
»nd ſeafon' for doing good- It .is'a 
Metaphor taken from Merchants, - who 
"when they have a great likelihood. and 
probability of making confiderabte gain 
ind advantage in buying and felling, 
Dart with their pleaſures, or leiler 
;ares and concerns, that they may make 
4 good bargain, and purchaſe that 
which they greatly deſire. So the' Chri- 
tian, the man that is good and wiſe, 
»ught to deny himſelf in his pleaſures 
and -outward delights, or even in his 
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ordinary aftairs and concerns, when he 
has any great proſpect of doing fome- 
what conſiderable for the glory of God, 
th: good of his Ncighbour, and the 
benefit of his own Soul. 

The Reaſon which the Apoſtle uſeth, 
is [ Becauſe the days are evil] that is, 
eicher bad and fintul, full of wickedneſs 
and folly ; fo that-it is very hard and 
dithculc then to be good, when (in, like 
a violent and imp-tuous torrent, cars 
ries all dewn before it. This ought 
to make you redeem all occaſions of 
doing good, that: you may fortifie 0s 
thers in Virtue and Piety , that you 
may reicue thoſe that are carried down 
the ſtream by bad Example, and may 
build up your ſelves in Holineſs, and 
that you :may be made ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might. 
Or |. Becauſe the deys are evil) may re- 
late ro the danger you are in through 
the fury and malice of your enemies, 
whorare ready to do you all the miſ- 
chief that is in their power z the ſenſe 
whereof ſhould make- you improve all 
occaſions of doing good, not knowing 
how ſoon you may be deprived of your 
preſent happy opportunities and ſea- 
ſons for working. 
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How Time 15 ta be redeemed, 


The Deſtgn af this Difcourſe is to 
ſhew you ; Fir't, How you are to re- 
deem vogr Time : And, Secoadly, To 
propole ſome Cv:-1Jerations to excite 
you t9.do110. 

Firſt, You are to re- 
1. Time to be re- deem. your + une from 
deemed from ſleep. exceſhve. and immode- 
rate fleep.. . It is neceſ- 
fary for all-men to refre!h thetr bodies 
with ilcep and rel} 5 and the ſtate of 
ſome mens bodies requires a-great-deal 
more 'than. others; 1o that no exa& 
Rules can be given about the propor- 
tion of ſleep that's proper for every 
one : Only jo general, it is fit thar-all 
perſous redeem [as owch time from 
fleeping, as: the: health of their bodies 
can permit z that (o they may. employ 
part of that time to fome good and 
ufeful purpoſe, which they were wont 
to walte ja:the ſhadow of death, as it 
were ; whereof [l:ep is the pitureand 
repreientation, 

In the ancient Church we nd many 
were wont to rife up in the night to 
pray, chat fo they might day and night 
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keep alive in their Souls Divine im- 
preſſions ; that they might preſerve a 
reliſh aad taſte of heavenly and ſpiri- 
rual things ; that excellent Obyects 
might not be removed too far out of 
their ſight. T his is a practice, which, 
perhaps, -very few in theſe cold Coun- 
tries are able ſafely co imitate ; eſpe- 
cially at ſome times of the year. The 
weakneſs and tenderneſs of ſome bo- 
dies makes it to them impracticable ; 
becauſe it would render -them unfit at 
other times , not only for religions 
performances, but for the other neceſ- 
{ary actions of life, Some likewiſe have 
ſo little time allowed- them for their 
repoſe in the night , that they cannot 
do-this, in their preſent circumſtances : 
As for ſuch who are capable, without 
any fort of -inconvenience, to follow 
this ancient Practice, let them do it : 
They. want not ſufficient Encourage- 
ment thereto, if they conſider that 
thereby they have the opportunity of 
flying, as it were, from theſe regions 
of darkneſs and miſery, of ſin and fol- 
ly, unto thoſe glorious regions of light 
and happineſs, of purity and perfe- 
ction ; there to converſe with God 
their chiefeſt Joy; to behold his Face, 
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the light of his countenance ; to taſte 
and fee how good he is ; to walk with 
him; to be fatished with his Salvaci- 
on; to drink of thole Rivers of un- 
mixed pleaſure, which are ia his Pre- 
ſence, the ſtreams whereot make glad 
the City of God. 

As. for thoſe, who are not able to 
deny themſelves of their repoſe 1n the 
nighe ſeaſon z all chat 1 (hall tay to 
them, Is this ; When at ſome times it 
pleaieth God to take away thr lleep, 
and to kcep them awake, jet them 
redeem a iew moments fiom vain 
thoughts, by lifting up their Souls to 
God, daitiag up fume pious thoughts 
and fervent delres Heaven-wards ; re- 
flectiug on the Goodneſs and Love of 
God ; adiniiing his glorious Perfecti- 
Qns ; | catli4s co mwd and. conſidering 
his gracious Providences; longing for, 
and- breathing after that happy tate 
when they [hall be pla.ed above all the 
in'iicmities and_ frailties of the fl:ſh, 
aad oy: ward necellities, above Sin and 
.$atau, 40d. all their Enemies : And 
after this, they may again compole 
themicives to lleep. This is a way to 
keep tlie Soul awake, to entertain it 
ig a way worthy of it, to accultom it 


—_ aw AS ta aa @©z 


Improving our Time. 161 


to the contemplation of excellent, and 
divine Objects, to keep Heaven always 
near its view; and not to ſuffer the 
things of another life, to be remeyed 
too far out of fight. We ice ig what 
temper of mind the Spoule was, Carr, 
5.2. { ſleep, but my heart wakgth. Even 
amidit her repoſe and tieep, her 
thoughts were running after her de- 
firable and heloved Object, which pol- 
ſelled her heart, and filled her thoughts 
when ſhe was awake. And io'it is with 
pious Souls ſometimes, when their 
thoughts have been much imployed 
and. buſted about ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly things in the day time, they dream 
of them in .the Night ſeaſon. 160? 
they ſleep, yet their Heart waketh. 

This watchful temper is an Excel- 
tent means to eorich the Soul ; where- 
3s ſlothfulneſs,. and giving up ones felf 
to drowſineſs and fleep, cauleth fpiri- 
tual beggery. 41 :4le Sonl (ſaith Solomon, 
Prov. 19. 15-) fhall ſuffer bunger. And 
Prov. 20. 13. Love not ſleep, {eſt thou 
come” to Poverty: Open thine Eyes, and 
than ſhalt be {aiofied with Bread. 1 hen 


was it that Samſon loſt his Hair, where- 
in was his ſtrength, when he was a- 
llzep.. Tudo. 16, 19, 


As$ 
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As It is a fault at any time to waſte 
our Precious hours in tis fluggith and 
lazy manner, fo eſpecially when God 
affords very fayourable opportunities 
of doing ſome great good to our ſelves 
or others: He that ſleepeth in Harveſi 
(faich the Wile Man,) :s. a Sor that 
cauſeth ſhame ;, Prov, 10, 5- that is, he 
makes 'his Father and Friends aſhamed 
of fiim, and brings ſhame and diſgrace 
on lnmſelf. Now is the dayof Grace, 
now is the acceptable time, now is 
the Teaſon of gathering the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, and of making fare an 
Harveſt of everhſting. Glory. And 
therefore' let us not ſleep, as do others; but 
let ks watch and be ſober, 1 Theſ. 5,6. 

Secondly, Redeem time 

;, + Tine from'dreiling and adorn- 
ed from dreſ- Hz the Body : Ler not 
ſing the Body, More time be ſpent that 
way than is meet and fit. 

Let your firſt care every day be to 
dreſs and adorn the better part, 'to-put 
on the true Ornaments, to cloath your 
ſelves with Humility, Meckneſs, Parti- 
ence, Charity, and with all other Vir- 
tues, which are of great price in the 
fight of God. Put off the Works of dark: 
neſs, and pur on the Armour of Light. 
Raiſe 
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Raiſe your Souls towards Heaven, by 
ome ſhort and fervent Ejaculations. 
Read the word of God with great at- 
tention and humility, with an earncſt 
delire to know his will, and with a 
lincere purpoſe to do it, [ndeavour to 
feed and nouriſh your Souls by ſerious 
Meditation. Call on God, by humble 
and -carneſt prayer, ta pardon you, to 
bleſs you, ro direct and proſper you in 
all your ways, and to fave and pre- 
ſerye you from all Evils Ghoſtly and 
Bodily. Form good purpoles and ſtrong 
reſolutions to do what. is good and 
cight. Set the Lord always before you. 
Seek his Glory in all things, whether 
you eat or drinx, or whatever elſe 
you Co. 

After having done thoſe things.which 
are needtul for the Soul, you may next 
do what is fit and decent as to your 
Attire and Cloathing, according to 
your Circumſtances in the World. Be- 
ware leſt yon pride your lelves m your 
Apparel: Do not therein gratifie your 
Vanity, to go beyond others of your 
Rank and Quality, to make your ſelves 
be taken notice of more than others. 


; Too great care about. adorning the 


outward Maa, gives: juſt cauſe to ſn. 


[pect 
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ſpe that the chicf bulineſs is neg- 
lected. 


Conficer what 1t 1s that you deck and | 


adorn with ſo much care and coſt; even 


a poor, vile, ſinful Body, that's full of 
rottenneſs and corruption, conſider 
that within a little while it will be- 
come a very ugly, deformcd, and Itink- 
Ing Carcaſs, and be food to the Worms 

lf they who beſtow ſo much time 
every day 1n painting and patching, 
and ſuch like things, would but beſtow 
a few Minutes in thinking of the Grave, 
and what the Body will become with» 
in a very little time, fo vile and loath- 
tom, that even they who do love 1t 
moſt dearly, will then avoid it, and be 
glad to have it removed out of their 
{ight; and that their face, which now 
they themſelves - {mire ſo much, and 
which they are ready to think every 
body elſe admires likewiſe, ſhall with- 
in a ſhort time be eaten thorough by 
vile Worms, and waſt2d and made ug- 
ly with Rottenneſs and Corruption, and 
that all ics Beaury ſhall be marred: | 
lay, if vain perſors would ſometimes 
think of theſe things, and bzhold them- 
ſelves now and then in this Glaſs, how 
would it humble chem, and make them 
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leſs addicted to ſuch vain Imployment, 
and be morc buſted in things of great- 
eſt conſequence ! T his would turn their 
thoughts another way, and make them 
reſtow a little more pains to waih a- 
way the Impurities of their Souls. Con- 
ider what 1s written againſt all thoſe 
who arc guilry of this vanity and ex- 
travagance 10 + ppirel and Ornaments. 
Iſa. 3; 16. ind +7 Mareover the ' Lord 


Z. 
laith, bee #564 ?06 A1rohters of $10Nn are 
haughty, and "1%; mh ſtretched forth 
Necks and Tar) Eyes, walking and min- 
ning as they 00, ard making 4 tmkiing with 


therr feet ;; 09 0 the Lord will [mae 
with a Scab, the Crown of the Head -of 
the Dauzhters of Sion, &c. Ard verſe 
24. It þþ. ell come to pa/ ', that inſtead of 
Is Teer {mcll, there [hall be ſtink ; and INs 
ftead of a Grrdle, a Kent , and mſtead 
of mell ſet Hair, Balan 's: and in- 
ftead of a Stomac her, 4 firamo of Sack 
cloth, and Burning mſtead of Beauty, 
Thirdly, Redeem time 
from cating and drink- 35+ © 79 be 
ing, from pamp:ring the © 77 
Body : Spend no more of ,,;,j-;, 
your time that way than 
what IS ht. Mate WOT YOur bel'y YOUr 
Gd; eat and drink that you may live, 
that 
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that you may be able to perform the 
neceſlary aftions of lite; but do nor 
live ſo as if you had nothing to do, 
but to eat and drink, an4 #9 make provy- 
fron for the fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts there. 
of. Live ſoberly at all times, and uſe 
abſtinence and faſting fomerimes. Take 
not too great delight in gratifying your 
Palate and Appetite. God alloweth 
you the free and liberal uſe of his good 
Creatures for your health and refreſh- 
ment ; but not co abuſe them to glut- 
tony and drunkennefs, or any other fort 
of exceſs and extravagance. lt 1s fit 
to ule all thoſe perilhing things with 
great moderation; becauſe, F:rf#, they 
are apt to be a great Snare, and to 
lead Men to a great deal of Stn and 
Folly. The Apoſtle reckons np firſt 
Gluttony and D: unkenne[s, and rhen Cham 
bering and Wamntoneſs, &c, Rom, 13, 13, 
Intemperance Þ.ing, as the Mother of 
the reſt, It is often the occafton and 
cauſe of them. The iz of Sodom was 
occaſioned by theer fulneſs of Bread, and 


abindanc f [alen S722. 1. 40; 
Sec adly, Crs the Soul uns 
aCtive, and un'it thoie exerciles, 
which chicily belong to 1t to pertorm. 
The Spirits are therey mace dull and 
licepy 
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fleepy, and incapable tw be attentive 
and ſerious. Watch and be ſober mult 
zo together. if we are not, ſober and 
temperate, we'are not fit to watch, And 
therefore our Saviour faith, Zzke 21, 
34+ Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with ſur- 
fertr 10 and drunkenneſs, and fo that day 
come 11pon youu mnawares, 50 long as the 
Soul lodgetir an the. Body, is depends 
much upon the ſtate and temper of it, 
ſo that the Body, when it is clogg'd 
and oppreiicd with meat, or drowned 
with drenk, is a very unfit Tool for 
the Soul to manage; yea thereby the 
Soul is; ns 1t were,chained up, and can- 
not. freely move and act. Sv we {ce 
that men at ſuch times, when they are 
zuilty of exceſs and intemperance, are 
raſh and imprudent in their Counſels 
and Reſolutions, whereof they are a- 
hamed afterwards when they grow 
lober. 

Thirdly, The uncertainty of thcſe 


| delights of Senſe ſhould diſpoſe us fome- 


times to deny our ſelves, and not to 


| enſlave our ſelves unto them, and come 


under the tyranny cf a curious and 


| dainty Palate. A change in our outward 


eſtate will be the Icts ſurpriling to us, 
when 
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when in time of plenty we now and 
then reſtrain and deny our ſelves in thoſe 
pleaſures, which we have the opportu- 
nity to purſue in our cating and drink- 
ing. 
| Fourthly, Redeem time 
es of * from Gaming and Re- 
nr ſ'9n creations Sometimes 
they are very needful 
to the Body, for your health, and to 
render 'you'more-fit for action and bu- 
ſineſs. But you mult take care that your 
Divertiſements and Recreations be firſt 
innocent and lawful, and not contrary 
tothe Rules and ;Principles of Chrifti- 
anity; that they be not hurtful. to your 
ſ-lves or others, nor ſcandalous and 
offenſive. Let them not he ſuch as thoſe 
of wicked men, of whom Solomon ſpeaks, 
Prov. 10. 23. to whom 2 zs a ſport to 
do miſchief, and who make a mock of fin; 
whoſe delight and divertiſemear is, in 
ſaying things that are wicked and pro- 
phane, to the hurt and grief of one or 
other. The Ph:li/tines called for Sam- 
ſon, (when he was their Priſoner) ro 
mak? them ſpore. Judg. 16.25, The Bu 
bylynians re{uired a Song and mirth of 
the poor captive Jews, ſaying, Sing as 
one of the Songs of Slon. Pſal. 137. 3. 
1 hey 
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They made it a ſport to inſult and to 
triamph over others in their diſtreſs ; 
they made themielves merry with the 
miſerics of others, 

Let your Divertiſements and Re- 
creations be uſed with moderation : 
give not your ſelves liberty to go be- 
yond due bounds, neither as to time, 
nor yet as to the proportion of money 
you play for. There is unſpeakable 
hurt and prejudice that comes from ſuf- 
fering your ſelves to be too far carried 
away by the fancy and humour of ga- 
ming and following your Sports and 
Paltimes. T his does inſenlibly expoſe 
you to the danger of poverty, as Sc- 
lmon tells us. He that loveth pleaſure 
ſhall be a poor man, Prov. 21.17. This 
renders you un for all ſacred and ſe- 
rious performances, the mind being 


| thercby filled with the images and re- 
| flections of what you ſaid and heard, 
| of what you and others did at your 


Games : Your hopes and your fears, 


| your j3ys and your uneaſlineſ(s, your vi- 


Ctories and loſlles, your ſurpriſes and 
diſappointments, your little debates 
and contentions, your indignation anG 


| reſentments, and a great many other 


things, too common at gaming, ſo di- 
| ſtract 
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ſtrat and fill your mind for a great 
while afterwards, that when you would 
be ſcrious, and employ your ſclves to 
better purpoſe, you cannot bring your 
minds to that fixedneſs and ſtayedneſs 
that is neceſſary; you remain, as it 
were, drunk with your Paſtimes and 
Divertiſements, your thoughts reel to 
and fro, and cannot ſettle : You have 
a great deſire of returning again to 
your Recreations, that you may gra- 
tifie your fancy, and may pain more 
profit, or praiſe and applauſe. That 
you may not fall under thoſe inconve- 
niencies, your beſt way is to keep out 
of ſuch Company as makes Gaming 
their Buſineſs. And if at any time it 
be fit for yon to indulge your ſelves a 
little in gaming, it will not be amiſs 
that you ſet bounds to your ſclves; 
both as to your time, how long to 


play ; and as to the quantity of money | 


you intend to play for;z that you may 
not either in one or Ftothcr reſpect, 
exceed thoſe limits which Chriſtian 
prudence requires. It is very adviſa- 
ble either not at al! to play for money 


(which oft-times occaſions great ſtri- | 


vings and quarrellings, or great unca* 
lineſs of thought) or to play for ſo 
very 
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very little as may be next to nothing, 
which may not afterwards occaſion any 
> | uneaſie refl:tions and diſlatisfaCtion of 
mind. And if at any time you be diipo- 
; | ſed, and find it expedient to play for 
| | alittle more than ordinary (ſtill ob- 
| * ſerving the Rules of diſcretion and 
» | Chriſtian prudence) it would not be 
unfit to make it a condition in your 
» | Game, that the Winner apply what 
| he gains to ſome charitable uſe, which 
you may either then cxpreſly deter- 
! mine, or you may reſolve to give the 
- _ money which ſhall be gained, to ſome 
t | diſcreet and charitable perſon, who 
will be ſure to beſtow it to good pur- 
t | poſe. As this would afford a great 
a | pleaſure and joy to thoſe who reap 
s ſome fruit and benefit by your Recrea- 
- | tion and Paſtime; ſo it would aftord 
0 | your ſelves a greater delight and fatiſ- 
y | faction, than otherwiſe you could ex- 
y | pet by your Divertiſements. And be- 
t, | ſides, this would prevent covetous de- 
n | fires, and other evil paſſions and diſpo=- 
3- | fitions, vinich uſually attend thoſe 
?y | F580 game only, or chiefly, for profitand 
i- | advantage. 
a- As for thoſe who are apt.in gaming 
ſo | to be tranſported into violent paſſion, 
Ll 2 and 
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and to break out into indecent heats, 
It 1s neceſſary for ſuch perſons to give 
over all ſuch Divertiſcments as uſe to 
cauſe this exceſſive fermentation of 
their Spirits, and which put them up- 
cn the fret. Or if at any time they 
think good to play at ſome Game, they 
onght to do it 1n the preſence of thoſe, 
who by their Authority are able to re- 
ſtrain them from every thing that is 
indecent and extravagant, that by de- 
grees they may get the victory over 
themſelves, and may habituate them- 
ſelves to mildneſs and gentleneſs of 
Spirit, and may be preſerved from al! 
the ſad conſequences of unruly pal- 
ſions. 

; Fifthly, Redeem time 
$. Time to be re» from Viliting. Too ma: 
deemed from Vi- : as 
ſiting. ny throw away their 

R time in making vala 
and unneceſiary Viſits, employing 
themſelves on theſe occaſions 1n vain 
and impertinent chat, and fooliſh talk- 
ing and jeſting, which are not conve- 
nient; in making their Obſervations, 
and paſſing their Cenſures upon the 
Words and Actions, the Modes and 


Cuſtoms of others; in {landering and | 


back-biting ; in ſowing vainand falle 
Reports 
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Reports ; in cauſing Jealouſies and 
Contentions, and doing other ſuch like 
bad Offices, 

Viſiting is either good or bad, ac- 
cording as it is managed. In ſome 
caſes It 1s very fit and neceſlary to viſit 
your Friends and Neighbours, to keep 
vp thereby a friendly and neighbourly 
Correſpondence, to ofter your help 
and ſervice to them when there is need 
of it, to ſympathize with them when 
they are in any ſort of trouble or di- 
ſtreſs, and to aſlilt them to bear their 
burdens, whether of body or mind, or 
outward citate. 

Sometimes the Laws of Civility and 
Diſcretion require that you viſit thoſe 
who have witnelled great Civility and 
Reſpect towards you. Sometimes the 
good Offices and gencrous Favours of 
ſome p:rſons to you, require that you 
ſhould expreſs your grateful ſenſe of 
their kindneſs and generoſity,by all poſ- 
file inſtances of affection and eſteem, 
and particularly by viſiting '"of them 
now and then, which is a very eaſie and 
a ſmall return for thoſe obligations 
they have laid upon you. 

You mult beware of viſiting or fre- 
quenting the company of thoſe who 

* are 
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are very lewd and wicked, by whoſe 
converſation you arc in great danger 
of being corrupted, whoſe example is 
ready to infect you. When you ſee a 
Houſe marked for the Plague, you are 
careful not to go into It, you keep 
your ſelves at a good diſtance from It, 

that you may not run the hazard of j in- 
fection. The Love which you have for 
life makes you do all you can to pre- 
ſerve it. Ought you not then to be as 
careful to keep out of the company of 
prophane perſons, whoſe throat is an 
open ſepulchre, whoſe mouths are full 
of blaſphemy and curſing, whoſe breath 
is very infeftious, whoſe words and 
actions are full of moſt deadly poiſon, 
whereby your Souls are in danger of 
being corrupted and deſtroyed for C- 
ver ? Enter not into the path of the wick- 

ed, ſaith Solomon, and 99 nat in the ' way 
of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by it, 
turn from it, and paſs away, Prov: 4. 
14, 15, And Chap. 5. 8. He adviicth 
young, men to remove the;r w. ay far from 
the ſtrange woman, and not to come _nigh 
the door "of her houſe, 

It is true, ſometimes your neceſſary 
affairs may oblige you to be in the 
company of very wicked perſons. Ls - 
mu 
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muſt needs happen, eſpecially if men 
have a great deal of buſineſs in the 
World. But in this caſe, when you 
are under this neceſſity of being in ſuch 
company, beware leſt by word or deed 
you approve or countenance any thin 
that is bad and wicked in them z an 
if you cannot do them good, beware 
leſt they do you hurt ; get away from 
them ſpecdily, like a Bird out of the 
ſnare of the Fowler. 

Sometimes likewiſe your Relation 
whercin you ſtand to ſome perſons, or 
your Calling and Circumſtances where- 
ia God hath placed you, may make it 
your Duty to be often with thoſe who 
are very bad perſons; but then you 
ought to be, Firſt, poſleſled with a 
great abhorrence of what is evil in 
tiem, and in no manner to approve 
their ſin and folly, Have no Commus- 
nion with their unfruitful works of 
Carkneſs. Secondly, You ought to make 
uſe of all favourable opportunities to 
endeavour to make them better, and 
to reſcue them from their evil ways 
and doings. If you obſerve theſe 
things, you are not partakers with 
them in their ſins, and therefore God 
will not lay them to your charge. 

l 4 lf 
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If at any time ch and pro- 
phane perſons follow after you , and 
thruſt themſelves into your Company, 
beware of them, and ſhake oft their 
Society, unleſs you converſe with them 
with a deſign to reform them, and to 
bring them off from their evil praCti- 
ces, and have ground to hope that you 
may do them good, But when after 
having tryed twice or thrice to make 
them better, you find you only caſt 
Pearls before Swine, and that there is 
more danger of getting hurt by them, 
than of doing them good, it is fit that 
you deal roundly and plainly with 
them, and that you let them know, 
that ſo long as they are no better, you 
deſire to be excuſed, if you do not 
keep company with them. Tho? plain- 
neſs is very neceſlary in this caſe, yet 
It is fit that it be tempercd with all the 
diſcretion and ſwectnels that's pollible, 
Otherwiſe it may do more hurt than 
good. Endeavour to make fuch per- 
{ons ſenſible that you are only an Ene- 
my to their Vices, and that as for 
their perſons you will be always rea- 
dy to do them all good offices. 

Secondly, As you ought carefully to 
avoid the company , thoſe who 2re 
prophane 


who w 


Wn Hl 


= 3©; x wy were 40 


—_ © = my, © ©©<q— © @ oo» bow my 


cc was A -X @© 719% _ ©——_ xx 


z 


| 


o 


Improving our Time. 177 


prophane and atheiſtical perſons, ſo if 
is your intereſt, as well as Duty, to 
viſit thoſe who are good and religious. 


| They who feared the Lord (faith Malas 


chi, ch. 3. 16.) ſpake often one 10 another. 
When you have the opportunity of en- 
joying the company of ſuch perſons, 
make the belt ule of it that you can. 
Conſider one another to provoke unto love, 
and to good works, Heb. 10. 24. Exhort 
one another daily, Heb. 3.13. Admo» 
niſh, comfort, and, in a friendly and 
loving manner, reprove one another,as 
there is need. Make uſe of one ano- 
thers Counſel and Advice in any thing 
that is doubtful and diifcult. By all 
diſcreet and prudent ways endeavour 
to learn ſome good and uſeful thing 
from good and wile perſons, with 
whom you have occaſion to converſe. 
Counſel in the heart of a man, faith S0- 
lomon, is as deep waters; but a man of 
underſtanding draws it cut, Prov, 20. 5. 
Counlel,that is, a $k1ll and dexterity to 
give good Advice and Counſel, and to 
talk of things which tend to make men 
wiſer and bettcr. This in the heart 
of a wiſe man is like deep waters, that 
is, it makes no grcat noiſe (the wilcſt 
men being alſo the modeſt<ſt) and is 
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not come at without ſome pains, and 
ſome prudeat Arts and Methods : Bug 
a man of underſtanding draws ic out, 
that is, by diſcreet and fſeaſonable que- 
ſtions and other fit ways, he gives his 
wiſe Friend an opportunity to dil- 
courſe, to communicate his thoughts, 
and to diſcover his wiſdom and expe- 
rience. 

Beware leſt in good Company your 
Diſcourſe vaniſh into air and ſmoak , 
leſt it be too trifling, and about things 
vain and impertinent. Let your word; 
be ſeaſoned with ſalt, miniſtring grace to 
the hearers, Col. 4.6. Endeavour to 
receive benefit from the Society of 
thoſe who are good and wile, and to 
do them good, ſo far as you can, by 
your Society. 

[t is true, it is not only lawful, but 
ſometimes very convenient and necella- 
ry, when virtuous and excellent per- 
ſons meet together, that they- recreate 
and divert themſelves a little by chear- 
fulaeſs and innocent mirth, that there- 
by their minds may be made more fit 
for ſ:rious and facred things. Such is 
the ſtate and condition of man, while 
in the body, that his Soul cannot be 
always employed about thole things 
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which are of a Divine and Spiritual 
Nature: This vigour and ſtrength of 
Soul is not, perhaps, attained to by 
any on this ſide the Grave. However, 
our care mult be, that the bent and 
inclination of our hearts be toward 
thoſe things that are good and uſeful. 
This muſt be our butineſs, our way and 
courſe, to be good, and todo good : 
And as for our Recreations and Di- 
vertiſements, they mult only be ſub- 
ſervient to the other. 

Sixthly, Redeem time 5. Time to be 
from your ordinary cares !*4*emed from 

- worldly Buſt- 

and worldly buſineſs, that ,,;; : 
you may do ſome great 
good for the glory of God, and bene- 
ft of Mankind. In the ordinary courſe 
of your lives. you muſt mind the buſi- 
neſs of your Calling, according to your 
ſetled and uſual Method : but then you 
are ſtill ro remember, to let the con- 
cerns of your Soul take place and be 
preferred. Firſt ſeek the Kingdom of 
God, and his Righte uſneſs, Mar. 6. 33s 
At ſome times it is fit ro deny your 
ſelves in the affairs and concerns of this 
life, to leave off your ordinary work 
and labour for (ome time, when your 
great Lord and Maſter aftords you 
ome 
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ſome extraordinary opportunity for 
doing good to your Chriſtian Brother, 
or to your own Souls : Then you mult 
ſell things of leliler value, that you may 
buy time for doing that which will 
make you rich ia the true Riches , that 
you way edifie your Brother, and build 
up your ſelves 1n true Virtue. 

The great macter tis to know when 
you are $0 do ſo. You mult not eyery 
time when a ſudden thought ariſcth in 
your mind, moving you to leave your 
Plough, or your Trade and Calling, 
and ro give up your ſelves to ſome 
AQqts of Religion and Devotion; you 
mult not,l ſay,preſently ſet on this the 
ſtamp or ſeal of a Divine Inſpiration, 
and a Call from Heaven. This, if 
not taken heed to, may lead you into 
great miſtakes -nd errours, and very 
dangerous Gdelviions. Sometimes Me- 
lancholy, or other bodily Diſtempers, 
may glve occaſion to a great many 
warm fancies and imaginations : There- 
fore you are not to follow thoſe pri- 
vate motions and inclinations; if you 
are not ſome othcr way determined 
thereto, by foine concurring evidence 
of . the hand of God. For Example, 
if, when you are moved ig your own 
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mind to do ſome very good and pious 
work, there happen about the ſame 
time an outward Call to do the ſame 
thing, you may conclude there is ſome- 
what cxtraordinary in this to deter- 
mine you. By an outward Call, I do 
not mean any extraordinary Voice 
trom Heaven : that's not to be expect- 
cd; but a Call by ſome good, wile, 
nd diſcreet perſon, who unexpected- 
I; defires and invites you to do that, 
which before his ſpeaking of it to you, 
you found your own heart moved and 
inclined you to. In which caſe you 
have a very mighty encouragement, 
both from the goodneſs and uſefalneſs 
of the thing ict ſelf, and from the Call 
and invitation which you have had 
from another, of whoſe wiſdom and 
piety you are ſufficiently aſſured. Tho? 
there be no more but this Call from 
Man, it is of great weight to move 
you,and to determine you in this man- 
ner to redeem your time from your 
ordinary labour, when there 1s ſome 
extraordinary occaſion of doing ſome- 
what for the honour of God, or the 
good of men. Thus if at any time 
you are invited to comfort one that Is 
in any great trouble of body or mind, 
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or in any other great diſtreſs and affli- 
ion, if there be ary thing in your 
power to do tor the :omfort and en- 
courazement of ſuck a perſon, you 
ought to ſhew your readinets to do 
your utmoſt tor his help and ſupport. 
You know not but the Lord may make 
uſe of you ( however weak and unfit 
you may think your ſelves) to ſerve 
the deligns of his Mercy and Love. 
Likewiſe, if you are called ro recon- 
Cile thole that are at variance; to ſee 
if you can awaken a perſon from his 
fin and folly, eſpecially when the Lord?s 
hand- is upon him, to give your Coun- 
ſel and Advice in ſome extraordinary 
caſe, where ic 's judg:d necdftul for 
you ſo to do: In theſe and the | ke caſes 
you o1zht chearfully to {acriice your 
private gain and advantage, and to let 
your leſſer cares give plac* to thoſe 
of a more publick and con iderable 
nature. Theſe things you are only to 
do, ſo far as the necellity ot your own 
occalions will permit. They who are 
ſetled ia a Calling, and have a Famt 
ly, are vader a very ſtrit obligation 
to take care of their Family, and to 
mind their Calliag and Employment 
they mult not neglect thole neceſſary 
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Duties which God hath given them 
to do in their ſeveral ſtations. The 
Scripture accounts them worſe than 
Infidels, who provide not for their 
Houle, and thoſe of their own Fami- 
ly. But if the Circumſtances of your 
attairs will permit you to. comply with 
the Opportunitics of performing ſome 
eminent afts of Piety and Zeal, you 
ought not to neglect them: God will 
not fail plentifully to reward your 
Love {o him, and your Zeal for his 
Glory. 

Seventhly, Redeem | 
: ; Sis WP ”. Times to be 
your time from idleneſs, es hu 
and an uſeleſs - way of jj, 
living in the World. | 
great many do not waſte much time in 
ſleep, in dreſling and adorning of their 
bodies, in cating and In drinking, in 
gaming or in viliting, aad yet they 
waſte their time: But how ? in doing 
nothing, in cntertaining themſclves 
with the vain imaginations of their 
fooliſh minds, feeding on the Wind, 
purſuing dreams, and catching at ſha» 
dows, building Caſtles in the Air, and 
ſporting themlielves with their own 
vain conceits and fooliſh fancies, Z her 
Eyes are, as Solomon tells us, in the ends 
0 
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of the Earth, Prov. 17. 24. They mind 
thoſe things molt which concern them 
leaſt. They buſie themlelves about what 
others ſay and do, hut do nothing them- 
ſelves to any good purpoſe. Some men 
are full of vaia and uicleſs contrivan- 
ces, wherewith they do indeed buſe 
themſclves : But to what end ? When 
all their deſigns and vain contrivan- 
ces are accompliſhed, they are but as 
ſo. many Spiders Webs, only fit to 
catch flyes. I his is to be buhe in Trifles, 
to be imploycd in doing as good as 
nothing. Thus there be ſome who pur- 
ſue a ſtudious life night ane day, with 
a wonderful diligence; but their ſty- 
dies being only in impertinent books, 
and about deligns of no uſe, or per- 
haps of very bad uſe, they gain no- 
thing thereby; yca ſo far are they 
from reap.1g any benefit by their great 
pain and labour, that they are unſpeak- 
abic loſers ; they loſe their ime, and 
ſometimes they loſe their Wealth, and 
their Health, if not their Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, 

Conſider, f/f, how unworthy this 
ſort of lite is of men and of Chriſti- 
ans? God hath made you to be uſe- 
ful, to glorite him, to do good in the 
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World, to become daily more and 
more holy and religious, to grow in 
grace, and to perfect holineſs in his 
tear; and not to be like an uſelefs 
log, or 2n inligniheant Cypher , not 
to be barren and unfruitful in his Vine- 
yard. Strive therefore to live up to 
the end and delign of your being in 
the World, to improve 3 your Aww 'SIN 
Piety and Virtue, to do ſfomey _ 
may be of real advan < tot c Souls 
and Bodies of others 

Secondly, conlider how dangerous a 
thing it 1s to live an idle, vain, and 
nnuſeful life. God hath promiicd Men 
his protection, only when they are in 
the way of their Calling, when they 
Imploy themſclves in that ſtate cf life, 
wherein by his Providence he hath 
ſetled them in the World. So the 
Plalmiſt inſtructs us, P/al. 91. 11. He 
ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, t0 
keep thee in all thy way: 3 that 1s, in all 
honeſt an d Jawful anCertakin vs, and 
In all 2Qiens that belong to your Cal- 
ling. 50 that if you are idle, and give 
up your ſelves to a lazy and uſeleſs 
manner of living in the World, doing 
nothing that's profitable to your ſelves 


| or others, you put your ſelves out of 
God's 
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God's protection, and therchy you 
give the Devil advantage over you, 
and you lay your ſelves open to all 
his Temptations. 

Thirdly, Conſider that the end of this 
idle and uſeleſs life is very ſad. Caſt 
the unprofitable Servant intouttey darkneſs, 
there ſhall be meep:ns ard gnaſhing of 
Teeth, Math, 2g. 30. Not only ſhall 
wicked Servants be caſt into utter dark- 
neſs, but alſo unprofitable Servants, 
mho hide their T alerts in a N ape; that 
Is, who do not imploy to any good 
purpoſe thoſe Gifts which God be- 
ſtows upon them, who ſtand idle all 
the day long in the Vineyard. 

Eighthly, Redeem 

8. Time r2 be 7e- time in your ſacred and 
deemed in ſacre4 religious Duties , and 
per por ances, * 42 Performances, by en- 
mg th-m in the beft py ga ' ; 
———_ deavouring to do them 

in the beſt and pz2r- 
fectelt manner you can. When you 
read, and pray, and meditatc, and exa- 
mine your ſelves, and hear the word of 
God preached, and ſing his praliles, 
and partake of the holy Sacrament, and 
perform other atts of Religion and 
Piety, in a lifeleſs, dull, unconcerned 
and formal manner, you loſe your time; 
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and thercfore when by due reflcCtion 
vpon your ways, you find that you do 
ſo, endeavour; attcrwards to redeem It, 


| by greater watchfulneſs and leriouſne!s; 


otherwiſe you may go on a great while 
in a courſe of Devotion to very little 
purpole, if you do not ſtir up your 
ſelves to do the beſt that's in your 
power to do by God's. help. 

Thus when you find that you have 
read the Word of God in a careleſs 
and negligent manner, without conlide- 
ring whoſe Word it is, and for waat 
end it is written, and without thoſe 
diſpoſitions cf mind that are neceſlaryz 
you mult afterwards endeavour to re- 
deem the time, by bcing more careful 
to read that ſacred Book with greater 
reverence and ſeriouſneſs, and with 
greater plezſure and delight. Pray to 
God more heartily for his direction 
and ailiſtance. Meditate more atten- 
uyely on what you read, and lay it 
up in your hearts, that it may be al- 
ways 11 a readinels for your uſe, as 
the rule of your lives. 

If you fiad that you have loſt your 
time in prayer, by not making your 
Addre!! es to God with a deep huml- 


lity and reverence, with unfeigned 
Faith, 
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Faith, aid fervent Love, and with 
great earneſtneſs, ſincerity, and impor- 
tunity; endeavour afterwards to pray 
with all poſlible humility and reverence, 
with greater Faith and Confidence, and 
with a mighty earneſtneſs and ferven- 
cy of Spirit : Study to have your Souls 
poſlelied with a deeper ſenſe of your 
wants and neceſſities, that you may 
beg ſupplies of all needful things from 
him who can help you to th2 utmoſt. 
Be more ſ:nfihle of the greatneſs of 
your ſins, and of th2 many hainons ag- 
gravations that attend them, that you 
may make humble confellion of them 
with truc ſorrow and contrition. Con- 
ſider the danger to which your Hyipo- 
criſfjie, or formality and Iukewarmneſs 
in religious Dutics do expoſe you, 
that you may with great integrity and 
uprightneſs of Soul, make your Addrel- 
ſes to the ſearcher of Hearts, and try- 
er of the Reins, who takes .pl-aſure in 
the hearty and chearſul ſervices of 
thoſe who draw near unto him. Be poſ- 
ſeſled with more lively impreſlions of 
the Divine Power and Greatneſs, of 
the Juſtice, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Faithfulneſs of God, that the ſenſe 
thereof may make you'adore him, = 
Ca 
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call upon him in ſuch a manner as is 
ſuitable to ſo glorious a Majeſty, 

If you find that the rtiine you have 
ſet apart for ſelf Examination has 
been loſt, by a negligent performance 
of this Duty, by your not being in 
good earneſt, when you pretended to call 
your ſelves to an account: Endcavour 
to redeem the time, by ſearching your 
hearts, ard enquiring into your ways 
with greater care and cxaCtneſs, Ex- 
amine and try your ſelves,as in the ſight 
of God, as Men that are in good ear- 
neſt to ſave their Souls from everlaſt- 
ing condemnation. Deal impartially 
with your ſelves; do not extenuate 
your own Faults, but aggravate thetn 
by ell juſt and fic conſiderations: En- 
deavour to be deeply teuch'd with 
hearty Contrition and real Gricf and 
Sorrow for them; let your repentance 
in all regards be more ſincere, and 
unfeigned, and your purpoſes and re- 
ſolutious more ſtrong and ſteady. If 
you find that you have reflected on 
God's Mercies and Favours to you, 
without that grateful ſenſe which you 
ought to have had thereof, and with- 
out making ſuitable returns, ſo far as 
you were able by his Grace, for his 
great 
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great and undeſerved goodneſs; en- 
deavour afterwards to employ your 
thoughts on ſo delightful a ſubject, as 
is the Divine Love and Goodneſs, with 
greater pleaſure, and with a more live- 
ly ſenſe thereof than you have been 
wont. Let the conſideration of the love 
and goodneſs of God, powerfully move 
you, and prevail with you to do ſome- 
what which may teſtife the reality of 
your gratitude, ſomewhat that may be 
of real benefit to taz Souls or Bodies 
of others. 

If you find that you have been very 
formal and careleſs in performing what 
relates to the publick Worſhip, endea- 
vour to redeem the time, by being more 
ſincere and devout, For Example, if 
you have heard the Word of God read 
and preached, in a triſling and uncon- 
cerned manner, without thoſe diſpoſi- 
tions of mind which were requiſite in 
a Chriſtian Hearer, and in an humble 
Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt z it you have 
attended on ſuch occaſions, more out 
of compliance with Cuſtom, and the 
Example of others, than out of Con- 
ſcience, and from Principles of true 
Religion and Devotion; Conſider that 
this is to loſe time, and, under an ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of Religion, to remain with- 
out any thing of it in reality, You 
muſt therefore afterwards endeavour 
to hear the Word of God in another 
manner, to wit, as the Law and Rule 
of your Lives, as tiat which is given 
you of God to make you wiſe and 
good, and to fit you for everlaſting 
Happineſs 2vd Gloryz you muſt, as 
new born Babes, dekre the ſincere Milk 
of the Word, that your Souls may grow 
thereby, You muſt hear it with great 
reverence and attention, and with 
humble and tractable minds; you muſt 
ſtudy to have ic ingrafted in your 
hearts, that it may abide there as a 
Scion in a ſtock, and may grow and 
bear fruit unto everlaſting life, You 
muſt reflet on what you hear ; when 
you leave the Church, you muſt not 
lay aſide all further thinking on what 
has been read or preached to you ; you 
are to talk a little with your own hearts 
about thoſe things, and to call to 
mind any thing you heard, which tends 
to make you wiſer and better : Endea- 
vour to have it deeply imprinted on 
your Souls, that it may prove unto 
you the Power of God unto Salyation, 
the ſavour of life unto life, 

It 
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If you find *h1t you have bzen too 
often guilty of f::ging th: Praiſes of 
God with your movtl: ' 


-11:y, without 
any m:lody in your vcarts, without 
any real tenſe of the &reainels and 
power, of tte kindneſs ai 
the patience and long-ſuft.ring, of the 
truth and faithfulneſs of 14:1 whom 
you Praiſe and celebrace : Endeavour 
to be more devout and ſerious in that 
part of Worſhip z ling unto Gad, not 
only with you Volce, but with your 
Heart, which is the chicf thing that 
God looks to. Study to raiſe your 
Souls to him, as well as to lift up 
your Voices when you ſing his praiſes. 
Stir up all within you to bleſs his ho- 
ly Name, who forgrveth all your Iniqui- 
ties, and heeleth all your diſeaſes, who 
crowneth youu with loving kindneſs and ten- 
der mercies, who prevents you every 
Morning, and follows you all the day 
long, with many ligaal inſtances of 
his Fatherly care and love, giviag you 
richly all things to enjoy for life and 
godlineſs. 

If you find that you joyn in the Pub- 
lick Prayers without any due Senſe of 
God upon your Souls, and without any 
real impreſſion of thoſe things to 
which 
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which you ſay Amen; if you find that 
you repeat ſome words as do others, 
but in the mean time your minds are 
byſie in purſuing ſhadows, in thinking 
of your Trades and Sports, or Pa- 
ſtimes, &c. be aſhamed that you do 
thus loſe your precious time, that you 
are guilty of ſuch trifling in the moſt 
ſerious and ſacred action: Endeavour 
to be more aft.Cted with a right ſenſe 
about what you do, that you may offer 
up unto God the Sacrifices of bro- 
ken and contrite hearts, that you may 
pour out your hearts before him, and 
may worſhip him with all your Soul 
and Mind. Bid farewell to your World- 
Iv, Cares and to your Pleaſures, and 
Vanities, when you come tnto his pre- 
ſence to pay your homage to him. Serve 
him with your be{t affections, with the 
ſtrength and vigour of your deſires, and 
with all your power and might. If you 
do th's, you may then expect, with 
great allurance and conlidence, that 
God will give ear unto you, and ſa- 
tisfy your longing, Souls with good 
things, he will make you taſte and ſee 
how good he is. But if you pray with- 
out being in good earneſt, your Sacri- 
fices will be an abomination to him, 

K he 
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he will not regard your Prayers, nor 
take any notice of you: He will an- 
fwer you according to the multitude 
of your Idols. 

It you find that you loſe time by 
your communicating in a careleſs and 
formal manner, without conſidering 
the end and deſign of that holy In- 
ſtitation, and without indeavouring to 
prepare your ſelves as you ought to 
do, that you may eat and drink wor- 
thily at the Table of the Lord; ſty- 
dy to redeem this loſs, by partaking of 
this Sacrament for the time to come in 
a more devout and religious manner : 
Be careful to approach with greater 
lov? and gratitude unto the Table of 
yonr Lord, who not only allows you 
to come, but kindly and Iovingly in- 
vites and encourages you to do fo. 
Come with your Sonls burning with 
tove to him who dyed for you, and who 
appointed yon this Sacrament, that 
therein you mizht remember his won- 
derfol love, and his aſtoniſhing com- 
prſſhon and mercy, which he hath teſti- 
fred in laying down his life for ſinners, 
that he might purchaſe to them ever- 
taſting Life and Glory, even to as ma- 
ny as repent and believe the Goſpel, 
Come 
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Come with your hearts deeply wounded 
and pierced with ſorrow tor your fins 
and follies, which were the cauſe of ſo 
ſhameful, ſo painful, and ſo curſed a 
death to your dearelt Lord and Saviour, 
Come with your Souls full of ſincere 
and hearty purpoſes and refolntions of 
being new Creatures, not to live any 
more unto your felves, or unto the 
World, but to him who dyed for you. 
Come with your Souls likewiſe en- 
larged with thoughts of kindneſs, and 
unfeigned Charity to all men, with 
your minds delivered from all bitter- 
neſs and wrath, from all malice and 
envy, that you may eat and drink at 
this Feaſt of Love, with ſuitable di- 
ſpoſitions of univerial Love and Cha- 
rity, Come with a_great defite to ob- 
tain ſtrength from the God of your 
Salvation, that you may be able to fight 
the good fight of Faith, and may at 

laſt lay hold on Erernal Life. 
in this manner you ought to endea- 
your to redeem the time, by doubling 
your care and diligence in all thoſe Du- 
ties of Religion, in the performance 
whereof you have been formerly faul- 
ty and defetive. Thus you are to do 
likewiſe in every other Action which 
KR 2 you 
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you perform to the glory of God. 
When you find that you have been 
too formal and careleſs in what you 
have done and ſaid for God; for 
Example, in admoniſhing others, 
in inſtructing them, in reproving them, 
in comforting them, &c, endeavour 
to redeem time, by doing thoſe things 
with greater ſincerity and zeal, with 
a more pure regard to the Glory of 
God, with a greater dcſire to approve 
your ſelves unto him, who gives you 
the opportunity of doing ſomewhat for 
his Honour, and with a greater Cha- 
rity to the Souls of men. 

Depend on God for a Bleſling in all 
your endeavours, beg of him that he 
may direct and aſlilt you to do that 
which is good and well pleaſing unto 
him, and that he may ſo diſpole the 
hearts of thoſe wham you admoniſh, 
inſtruct,reprove, or comfort, that what 
you ſpeak to them may not be loſt, 
but may have the deſired effect, for the 
glory of God, and their happineſs and 
welfare. 

From what .hath been ſaid, you 
may ſee how you ought to redeem 
your time: The next thing which 4 
propoſed to ſpeak to, was, to ſug- 

gelt 
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geſt to you ſome Conſiderations to 
excite you to do ſo. 


Some Motives to excite you t9 do theſe 


FOLIO 5 
_— 


Firſt, Conlider how 1 Marine, from 
ſhort your time is. Your '** /hrine/s of 
life is compared to a 7 
Vapour, which appears for a little time, 
and then vaniſheth away. Fam. 4. 14. It 
makes a litrle ſhew and appearance 
for a while, and then it is gone. lr is 
compared to a Poſt, to the Swift Ships, 
and to the Eagle that haſteth co the Prey, 
Fob 9. 25, 26, And to the Wind, and 
to a Weaver*s ſhuttle, Fob. 7. 6, 7. All 
which Compariſons ſerve to expreſs 
how ſhort and ſwift our time is, how 
ſuddenly it flies away and 1s gone. 
Man that is born of a Woman (ſaith 
Fob, chap. 14. 1.) is of few days. And 
Facob, (when he was a great deal older 
than men live to be now, even 130 
years old) told Pharach, faying, Few 
and evil have the days of the years of 
my life been. What are 40, or 60, or 
82 years, when a man lives fo long, 
and looks back upon them all? T hey 
appear to him but like a ſhadow, or 

K 3 as 
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as a Lream, or like a Tale that is told: 
Ought not this to move you to be good 
husbands of” your ſhort time? If ir 
were tn your own power to CGiſpoſe 
of it, accordirg to your own humour 
and fancy, you might then be par- 
doned to' delay your great Work and 
Buſineis till you thought good: But 
now That It Is not in your power to 
lengthen out your time one Minute, 
what a madnels is it for you to put 
oft and neglect your greateſt and chict- 
eſt Concern ? Now therefore be ſo wile 
as to make good uſe of your preſent 
opportunitics and occaſions of doing 
good. That you may work out vour 
Salvation with fear and trembling, and 
may make your calling and yourElection 
ſure, work while the day laſts, tor the 
night cometh wherein you canr.ot work. 
if a man who is guilty of Treaſon, 
or Rebellioa againſt his Prince, or of 
any other great Crime which delerves 
death, weie allowed a few days to iue 
out his Pardon, that he might lecure 
his Life and Eſtate, would he not 1m- 
prove with great care and diligence 
that lictle time ? To be ſure he would 
not loſe one moment of it : And tho' 
perhaps 2t other times, he was wont 
to 
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to give up himſelf to his pleaſures and 
paſtimes, and to mind little elle, but 
the gratifying his Luſts and Paſſions, 
and his vanity and folly ; yet now that 
his Life and Fortune lye at the ſtake, 
you ſhould fee ſuch a man changed in 
2 moment : You ſhould fee him, with 
great application of mind, with the 
utmoſt diligence imploying his time, 
running from place to place, from 
one perſon to another, according, as 
his great and important bulinels and 
concern required. How readily would 
ſuch a perſon redeem his time, not 
only from idleneſs, from gaming, 
from impertinent Vilits, and from dret- 
ling and adorning of his Body, and 
the like, but even from eating and 
erinking, and f: om his xeſt and repoſe 
in th: 1ght? The dehre of prefcr- 
ving tis lie would {o hi his thoughts, 
2S to make hit forg t -very 
thiig ele. Wh 
or {+/, 41 vou ſhould 
circumitances wholly un« fn 
careleſs, ſpending his tte in 
or iglene(s, 1n making wnpertines t 
fits, in TC! ting and Q'1 King. 411G 
like, ard doirg nothing at all to ob» 
tain his pardop, and to ſecure his ife 
K 4 and 


+> 
- 


200 The right Way of 


and fortune? Doubtleſs you would look 
upon ſuch a man as void of common 
underſtanding, fit only for Bedlam, or 
not worthy to live, who knew no 
better to make uſe of his ſhort time, 
to preſerve his life, which Nature 
teacheth all men to do by all honeſt 
and lawful means. 

It is eaſie for you to make appli- 
cation of all this to your ſelves. You 
are by your ſins Enemies to God, 
Rebels againſt your Lord and King, 
whereby you are in danger of ever- 
laſting death and deſtruction. But God 
in his infinite mercy- gives you time 
to'ſue out your Pardon, which . he 
offers you upon the moſt juſt and rea- 
ſonable conditions ; only believe and 
repent, and you ſhall be ſaved; He will 
have mercy upon you, and blot out 
your iniquities. Be therefore ſo wile 
as to husband well this ſhort time 
which God beſtows on you for this 
purpoſe: Redeem-itas much as you 
can, from all vain and unneceſſary 
things, that you may obtain forgive- 
neſs of Sins, and the alliſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, to enable you afterwards 
to walk in newneſs of life, 

Bur if inſtead of minding this gre 
all 
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and important concern of your Souls, 
you give up your ſelves to ſin and 
folly, and indulge your ſelves in your 
mad and wicked practices, and there- 
by provoke God yet more and more a- 
gainſt you, how juſt will your judg- 
ment and condemnation be? If you 
will not be ſaved, if you will not turn 
to the Lord that you may live, if you 
will not believe, repent, and amend; 
what remains ? you ſhall certainly dye, 
and be miſerable for ever. T hey that 
will not be happy, ſhall not be hap- 
py. The wrath of God ſhall abide 
vpon them, 

Secondly, Conſider that _ 2. Move, 
as your time is very ſhort, #9" __ 
ſo it is moſt uncertain, ©'*7 9 
What do youknow whether * 
your Sun ſhall decline leaſurely,or whe- 
ther ic may not go down ſuddenly, 
when you think it is not yet come £9 
the noon-tide of the day ? Youare not 
fure to live till you come to a good 
old Age. How many ſickneli:s and 
diſtempers, and how many ſudden ac- 
cidents are there in the way, which 
may ſhorten yorr day, and cauſe your 
Sun to ſet, wh.n you think it ſhines 
with its greateſt force and luſtre ? 
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Sometimes a Candle is blown out by 
the Wind, or ſnuff out undeſigned- 
ly, when it is not yet half burar, 
And fo the life of Man is often ex- © 
tinguilhed by outward accidents, when 
by the courſe of Nature, it might 
bave been prolonged much further. 

How many come forth into the 
World, and give great appearances 
of making a very conſiderable figure 
in it by their Wiſdom and Sagacity, 
their good Conduct, and Addreſs, 
their excellent Parts and uſeful Learn- 
ing, their Courage and Valour, their 
charming Eloquence, and clear and 
diſtintt Reaſoning, or by their ſhining 
Piety and burning Zeal ? But do not 
-you ſce how ſuddenly they are gone ? 
they are hurried away by death, and 
you neither ſee them nor hear of them 
any more. 

There is nothing certain as to your 
time, but its ſhortneſs and uncertainty. 
Nothing can fecure you againſt an 
unexpected blow by death, whea God 
ſees fit to give charge to the King 
of terrors to knock you 'down- Youth 
and ſtrength cannot do it; for how 
many dye when their Breatts are full 
of milk, and their bones are moiſten- 
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ed with marrow? Too great abun- 
dance of Blood and Spirits do fome» 
times oppreſs and ſtifle the life of 
Man. Wealth and Riches cannot fe- 
cure you: How many great and weal- 
thy men have been ſuddenly carried 
away as with a Flood, when their Cof- 
fers were full of Silver and Gold, 
when they had all that heart could 
wiſh? Even their Wealth proved the 
bait which allured idle, covetaus, and 
deſperate perſons, to break into their 
Houſes and rob them, not only of 
their Treaſure, but of their lives. 
Greatneſs ot Power and carthly Ho- 
nour and Dignity are not able to do 
it : Crowns and Scepters, Caſtles and 
Palaces, a wiſe Council, and great 
Armies, are not able to protect Prin- 
ces from the violent and deſperate at- 
tempts of Men who are prodigal of 
their lives. How many of thoje .who 
have been moſt famous in the World 
for their Power and Greatneſs, have 
been very unexpectedly removed by'a 
violent and ſudden death? When they 
have been in their greateſt heighth, 
at the very top of Earthly Felicity, 
and full of the deepeſt Projects agd 
Deſigns; when they made account to 
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make the Earth, as it were, to tremble; 
to humble and to mortifie their Ene- 
mies, to enlarge their own Domiaions, 
or toenſlave their Subjects, even then 
Death gave them a ſudden blow, and 
ſo there was an end of them and 
their deſigns together. 

But may not Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, great Learning, and skill in 
various Arts and Sciences, do ſomewhat 
to ſecure men from the ſudden blow 
of Death ? No, all this cannot do 
it: Weſee even Wiſe men ſuddenly 
and unexpectedly removed from -us 
by death, as well as others. In the 
midſt of their uſeful Studies, and ex- 
cellent contrivances, and deſigns, the 
King of terrors puts a ſtop to them, 
and in the twinkling of an Eye they 
are gone, and all their thoughts are 
laid aſleep. So vain a thing is Man, 
and even the wiſcſt Man; and fo 
uncertain Is his time. 

Conſider that Death can enter by a 
thouſand doors. Every pore in your 
Body is a gate wide enough for 
Death to enter in at. Do not you 
ſee what a ſmall thing makes way for 
Death? The prick of a Thorn, or 

-TSplinter of Wood does it ſometimes, 
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by occaſioning a Fever, or a Gan» 
grene, How quickly are ſome re- 
moved by violent and unexpected 
Diſtempers, and ſometimes on a ſud- 
den are ſtruck dead, you cannot tell 
how ? Have not ſome dyed through 
an exceſs of joy, and others through 
immoderate griet ; ſome by exceſſive 
laughter, and others by too much 
mourning and weeping ? Some have 
dyed with a fright or ſudden fear : 
ſome by the violence of their anger 
and wrath, and others by an exceſs of 
love. How many have been killed 
with over much care and too great 
watching ? and others have occaſioned 
their own death by idleneſs and too 
much ſleep: Some have killed them- 
ſelves with eating and drinking, and 
others have done it by too great 
abſtinence and faſting. Have not ſome 
dyed while they have been at Meals, 
by a Crumb or a little Bone, or 
ſome ſuch very ſmall matter ? When 
they were thinking to repair their 
ſtrength, and to fit themſelves for 
going on with their buſineſs and work; 
that which they did to ſave and length- 
en out their lives, did ſhorten them, 
and put .an end to them. May not 
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this inſtance alone ſhew you the great 
uacertainty of your time, and how 
necellary it is to redeem it ? 

But beſides all this, conſider that 
when you go abroad, you are in dan- 
ger from innumerable accidents. You 
may be killed by the noilom ſteams of 
the Earth, by ſome infectious quality 
in the Air, by the Bealts of the field, 
by the tceth of Dogs, by the horns of 
mad Oxen, or by the heels of wild 
Horſes. You are likewiſe in danger 
from the winged Creatures, the leaſt 
of whom have Weapons ſufficient to 
deitroy you, if God by his Power and 
Juſtice arm them againlt you. 

How remarkable was 

Valer. Max. the manner of the death 

lth, g. ap. 12. of e/&/chylus, an ancieat 

Poet in S:cily, who as he 

fate in a Sunny place without the Walls 

of the City, was killed by a Tortoiſe, 
which ao Eagle let fall on his head. 

And no leſs memorable is the Story 
which is mentioned in the Book of 
Martyrs, of one Burton, Bailiff of Crow- 
land in Lincolnſhire, who pretending to 
be a Friend to the Reformation in King 
Edward's time ; after the King's death 
began to ſeg up the Popiſh Maſs again, 
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and would have beatea the Curate, if 
he had not complied with his delign « 
But fee how the Lord's hand overtook 
him ; as he came riding from Fenbank, 
one day, a Crow flying over his head, 
let fall her excrements upon his face, 
the noiſom ſcent whereot ſo annoyed 
his ſtomach, that he never ceaſed vo- 
miting till he came home : And after 
falling deadly lick, would never re- 
ceive any meat, but vomited ſtill, and 
complained of that ſtink, curſing the 
Crow that had poiſoned him, and in 
a few days he died without giving any 
ſign of his repentaice for his former 
wicked lite. 

Beſides the danger you are in from 
unreaſonable Creatures, are you not 
alſo ſometimes in hazard from men, 
who are mad either through the db 
ſtemper of their Brain, or through 
their violent Malice and Envy ? Let 
Bear robbed of her Whelps ( faith Solo» 
mon) meet a man rather than a fodl in 
bis folly, Prov. 17. 12. And not only 
are your Lives in danger from nnrea- 
ſonable Creatures and from Men, but 
likewiſe from the Spirits of Darkaeſs, 
unleſs reſtrained by the mighty Power 
of God. Theſe are Enemies of great 
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Power,and of as great Malice : But your 
heavenly Father kceps them as 1t were 
in chaivs, and ſcts bounds to their 
rage and fury , that they cannot hurt 
you {o much as in a hair of your head, 
without the Divine permillion. But 
further ; ſo uncertain is your time, 
thar there 1s not a ſtone, nor a block 
ia your way, but it may be an occaſion 
of your ſtumbling ard falling into the 
ſnares of Death. And ſometimes when 
there is no ſuch block in your way, 
you are not ſecure from danger : One 
foot may prove a ſtumbling-block to 
the other, and an occaſion of your fal- 
ling into the hands of D-ath. 

And more than all this; in how 
great danger are your Lives from Fire 
and from Water, from Heat and Cold, 
from Storms and Tempeſts, from 
Thunder and Lightning, and many 
other things, the ſtroke whereof you 
cannot prevent nor foreſee ? God hath 
in ſtore the Sword, the Famine and 
Peſtilence, anc innumerable Judgments 
and Plagues, whereby he can cut you 
off, and ſhorten your Lives. When 
you are in your houſes, and think yonr 
ſelves in ſafety, you know not but 
that Death is even there, and that your 
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Grave is ready for you : By a ſudden 
Wind, by an Earthquake, or hy a de- 
cay in the Foundation, or ſome other 
part of the Building, the houſe may 
fall down -about your cars, and prove 
your burying place. 

From all which you may conclude, 
that your time is the moſt uncertain 
thing in the World. Ought you not 
therefore to make good ule of it while 
it laſts, not knowing how ſoon and 
ſuddenly it may be at an end ? 

Thirdly, Conſider how 
great and difficult a 3. vive, from 
work you have to do ; *** greatneſs and 
2 work that requires a ©" of 

ao apa work you have 12 
great part of your time, 4, ** 
and worthy of all your 
time. How hard is it to work out 
your Salvation, to make your Calling 
and Election ſure, to (ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate, to be born again, 
to be made new Creatures, to be re» 
newed in the Spirit of your mind, to 
put off the works of darkneſs, and to 
pur. on the armour of light ; to add to 
your faith, virtue; and to Virtue, 
knowledge; and x0 knowledge , tem- 
perance; and to temperance, Patience , 
and to patience, godline!s , and to 
godli- 
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godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to 
brotherly kindneſs, charity ? To have 
the image of God renewed in your 
Souls, to be made partakers of the 
Divine Nature, to eſcape the corrupti- 
ons which are in the World through 
lult; to be comform:d to the Example 
of your Bleſlzd Lord and Maſter, in 
thoſle Virtues wherein you ought 
to imitate him; to learn of him who 
was meek and lowly ; to go about as 
he did, doing good to the Souls and 
Bodies of men ; to be z:alous for God, 
and holy as he who called you is holy 
in all manner of converſation ? 

How great a work 1s it to overcome 
your ſelves ? To become vile and baſe 
in your own eyes, to think meanly of 


your ſelves, and to be willing hat 0» 
thers ſhould think (© uv too; to 
be content with every tate ave cundl- 
tion of life, where! 1 God does his 


Providence place you ;, to bear wrongs 
and injuries with meeknets and patt- 
ence; not to be overcome with evil, 
bat to overcome evil with good ; to 
mortifie your ſinful deſires and ſenſual 
appetites; to crucihe the fleſh with the 
affections and luſts ; to purine your 
ſelves from all filthinefs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, 


—  - x. £-- 


—— - > © , — 7, = =3 <- IQ 8RXW=- 


<< «a BHw{i,Co _ A = DOJDTM oa SS C3 


$$ mw D-X4 RD DVD _ 


Improving our Time. IIN 


ſpirit; to cleanſe your hearts from all 
manner of wickedneſs, that they may 
be fit Temples for the Spirit of God to 
dwell in; to govern your eyes, that 
you may not thereby betray your ſouls 
into the hands of your enemies ; to 
gavern your lips, to take beed to your 
ways, that you offend not with your 
tongue 3 to Put away from you all ly- 
igg, flattery, and diſſmulation, all evil 
ſpeaking, whiſpering, and back-biting, 
all fooliſh talking and jeltiag, which 
are not convenient ; to be fober and 
temperate in all things ; to be juſt and 
ſmcere in all your dealings, doing to 
others what you would have them do 
to you 7 

How great a work 1s it to'overcome 
the World ? to deſpite its Pomps and 
Vanities, not to be allured and charm- 
ed by its ſmiles, nor yet frighted and 
calt down by its frowns ; not to (utffer 
your ſelves to be poll.ſſed with the 
| love of Riches; to entertain jult and 
it opinions of the things of this 
World; to conſider them as vain, un- 
certain, and unſatisfactory enjoyments, 
which are not capable to make you 
happy, which are only fo far to be de- 
lired, as they are neccilary in order to 
your 
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your accommodation and more eaſie 
ſubſiſtence in the World ? How hard 
ls It to overcome the temptations of 
earthly pleaſure and outward delights, 
and not to ſuffer your minds to be too 
far tranſported by the love of them ; 
but to uſe even the moſt innocent plea- 
ſures with great moderation, leſt they 
lead the Soul captive, and render it 
unfit for the true pleaſures? How hard is 
it to live in the World as Pilgrims and 
Strangers ought to do, to paſs through 
this Wilderneſs without much regard- 
ing it, but fixing your eyes on the 
happy Land, the heavenly Canaar, 
which you ought to look on as your 
only Country ! How hard is it to e- 
{cape the danger of the evilManners and 
Cuſtoms which are 1a the World ? the 
many temptations which you have to 
vanity and folly, to pride and paſllion, 
to gluttony and drunkenneſs, to luxu- 
ry and {cnſuality, and to other Vices, 
by the bad Examples of your Friends, 
Neighbours, and other Acquaintan- 
ces ? 

How great-and difficult a work is it 
to reſiſt the Devil, to quench his hery 
darts, to rejeCt his ſuggeſtions, to dil- 
cover his wiles and [tratagems, fo 
watch 
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watch againſt all his aſſaules, and vi- 
goroully to oppole his temptations, 
that you may overcome him and tri- 
vmph over him ? Now this is the work 
you have to do: For we wreſtle not (ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 6. 12.) againſt fleſh and 
blood, but againſt principelities, againſt 
powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs 
of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs 
in high places. How hard and dange- 
rous a Warfare muſt it needs be, that 
makes It neceſlary for you to take the 
whole Armour of God, that you may 
be able to withſtand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to ſtand ? 

How hard a work Is it to read and 
hear, and meditate, to examine your 
ſelves,to pray toGod,and to praiſe him, 
to partake of the holy Sacrament, and 
to perform all other Acts of Devotion 
and Piety, as you ought to do ? 

How great a work is it to love God 
above all things, to love him with all 
your Soul and heart, and with all your 


' ſtrength and might, and to keep your 


ſelves 1a the Love of God, that it may 
be 1n "you a powerful Spring and Prin- 
ciple unto all good aCtions, chat you 
may be thereby ſweetly conltrained £0 
do and to ſufter whatever is his holy 
Will and Pleaſure 2? ls 
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Is it -not a great work to perform 
aright all thoſe Datizs which you are 
bouad to do in your ſeveral relations 
and capzetties ? To inltruct, to admo. 
niſh, to reprove, and to comfort q+- 
thers, and to do every thing you can 
for the good of mens Souts and bo- 
di:s? Let n0 man (faith the Apoſtle, 
1 Coy, 10. 24.) ſeck, his own, but every 
man anthers wealth. And, Chap. 13. 5. 
Charity ſeeketh not its Own, that ls, nor 
only its own ; it feeketh not its own 
ro thz prejudice of another, but it en- 
deavonrs to promote the happineſs and 
welfare of others. The charitable 
perſon hath an eye to the good and 
benefit of other men, as well as his 
own gain and advantage. 

And beſides all this, you onghr to 
have ſo much Zeal for the Glory of 
God, aad the g90d of Souls, as to en- 
deavour to do {nmewhat which may 
have a laſting eff.ct and influence not 
only inthe preſent time, bur in the 
time to come : You ought to contrive 
by all means to propagate Religion, 
ro do ſomewhat which may bear fruit 
for the honour of your Maker and Re- 
deemer, when you are laid in the 


Grave. 
Fram 
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From all which you may ſee what a 
great and difficult work you have to 
do in the World, and how great need 
you have to redeem time, and to loſe 
as little of it as is poſſible. How ne- 
ceſſary is it for you to begin your work 
betimes, and to be conſtant 1n the pur- 
fait of it, in the morning to ſow your 
feed, and in the evening not to with- 
hold your hand ? What a madneſs is 
it to have your work to begin when 
your time 1s almoſt at an end ? When 
there are but a few ſands in your 
Glaſs ? You have fo long a Race to 
run, and ſo much bad Way to paſs 
through, and who are fo weak, and 
have (o little ſtrength to ſtir one foot, 
to do or ſay, or thi”k any thing that 
is good, have you net great need to ſet 
out in good time, and to continue un- 
wearied in your conrſe all the day, 
that you may at lift receive the glo- 
rious- prize ? Oughrt you not (forger- 
ting thoſe things that are bei1nd , and 
reaching forth unto thoſe thmos which are 
the prize of the han calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 3. 13, 14. Ariſe 
therefore from your {loth and lazincſs, 
and run and be not weary ; and walk, 
| and 
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and do not faint. Pray to God to 
hold up your goings in his paths, 
that your footſteps may not llide, to 
ſtrengthen your weak hands, and con- 
firm your feeble knees, to draw you 
that you may run after him, and fol- 
low him fully. Beg of him, that he 
may be at your right hand to direct and 
defend you, that he may perfect his 
ſtrength in your weakneſs, and may 
give you in all things both to will and 
to do, according to his good pleaſure 
that when you meet with enemies in 
your way, he may teach your hands to 
war, and your fingers to fight ; and 
that his Grace may be ſufficient 
for you. | 
Fourthly, Conſider that 
4- Mytive, from you muſt give an account 
Sara? are of your time, how you 
= bend \., ſpendand employ it.Gcd 
Tims, hath appoiated a day 

wherein he will judge the 
World in Righteouſnels by his Son 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord, who is to come 
from Heaven very unexpectedly and 
ſuddenly in a moſt dreadful and terri- 
ble manner, with Power and great 
Glory, ia the Clouds of Heaven, 1a 
flaming fire, with ten thouſands - - 
zoly 
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huly Angels, with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the 
Trump of God. He ſhall ſend his An- 
gels, and they ſhall gather together 
his Ele& from the four Winds, from 
one end of Heaven to the other. The 
Throne ſhall be tet, and all Nations 
ſhall be gathered before him. The 
Books ſhall be opened , and the 
hidden things of darkneſs ſhall be 
brought to light ; the counſels of the 
heart ſhall be made manifeſt z and eve- 
ry work ſhall be bronght into Judg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
ic be good or bad. There hall be no 
need of Witreſles againſt the guilty, 
nor of Racks and Tortures to extort 
their Confeſlions : Every 'man's own 
Conſcience ſhall be inſtead of a thou- 
ſand Witneſles.T hen ſhall the Judge pals 
Sentence on every man according, to 
his works. The righteous ſhall be ab- 
ſolved, and ſhall receive the reward 
of everlaſting Life and Glory : They 


' ſhall be made partakers of a Crown of 


Glory which fadeth not away, and of 
3 Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken. Bur 
the wicked ſhall be calt into utter Cark- 
neſs, where there is weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth, where the Worm dicth 

L NOT 
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not, and where the fire ſhall never be 
quenched : Where they ſhall continue 
for ever deprived of the Favour and 
Love of God, and expoſed to the in- 
ſupportable load of his anger and dif- 
pleaſure. You profels to belicye theſe 
things, and therefore ought you not 
ſo to live, and ſo to husband your 
time, that whea the Judge cometh, 
he may not find you idle, nor doing 
ſuch things as are to his diſhonour ? 
You may conceive ſomewhat (tho? 
but very little) concerning the diffe- 
rent thoughts of good and bad men, 
upon ſuch-a ſudden. appearance of the 
Judge. Suppoſe a Prince going into 
a far Country, ſhould call together his 
Servants, appointing them ſeverally 
their work till his return (which he 
tells them will be unxepected) and 
promiſing great rewards of Houles and 
Lands, and honourable Employments 


to the faithful and obedient Servaats, - 


but threatning ſevere puniſhments, and 
torments, and a terrible death to the * 
uafaith'ul aad diſobedient. If after 
his departure ſome of the Servaats 
mind their bulineſs, ob{crving as well 
as they can what their Maſter requi- 
red them to do ; Others, without any 
regard 
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regard to his Commands, take no 
thought of their buſineſs, but are idle, 
and cat and drink with the drunken, 
and ſmite their ftcllow-tervants, and 
both by their words and deeds diſho- 
nour their Lord. You may cably ima- 
gine how differently theſe Servants 
will be aff:ed when he returns ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly. - The good 
Servants will be glad and rejoyce at his 
coming, and will meet him with great 
chearfulneſs and confidence, as expect- 
ing the accompliſhnent of his Pro- 
miſes, and being conſcious to them- 
ſelves of Having done their Duty ho- 
neſtly and faithfully, of having car- 


ried themſelves as they ought to have _ 


done during his abſence. But the 
naughty and wicked Servants muſt 
needs be filled with ſhame and confu- 
ſion upon the Coming of their Lord, 
ſo as-not to be able to look him in the 


face: There is no other thing which 


they can do, but to endeavour to fly 
from his preſence, that they may not 
fall under the weight of his terrible 
diſpleaſure, 

In this manner our Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus, before he left the World, gave 
Rulcs and Commands to his Servants 
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how to employ themſelves, and what to 
do till his return. He promiſed Re- 
wards to all who ſhould believe and * 
obey, and threatned the unbelievers, 
and the diſobedient with heavy Puniſh- 
ments, and moſt dreadful Judgments, 
When he comes again in the great 
Day to judge the World', the godly 
ſhall meet him with great hope and 
aſlurance, of obtaining the end of their 
Faith, even the Salvation of their Souls. 
But the wicked and unbelievers ſhall 
be full of horrour and confuſion, and 
ſhall cry to the mountains to fall on 
them, to hide them from the face of 
their Judge, who will be a conſuming 
fre to all the workers of iniquity, and 
will in no wiſe clear the guilty. 

Now do you deſire heartily and ſin- 
cerely to eſcape everlaſting Condem- 
nation, and to obtain a glorious Re- 
ward in the Day of your Accounts ? 
Then you muſt ſtudy to redeem the 
time, and to make uſe of all opportu- 
nities of doing good : You mult not 
be ſlothful in your great buſineſs, but 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
knowing that your labour ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord. You ſee how the 
men of the World beſtir themſelves 
when 
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when there is but a ſmall appearance 
and probability of gain and advantage. 
The Merchants make uſe of every fa- 
vourable opportunity to buy and ſell ; 
they go carly to Market, that they 
may not loſe a good occaſion ; and yet 
after all they may be, and are fre- 
quently diſappointed, and make a ve- 
ry bad bargain. But the Chriſtian, 
who- redeems his time to buy Wiſdom, 
is ſure to find it. They who ſeek me 
early, ſhall find me, Prov. S. 17, 

The Mariners wait for a favourable 
Gale, a fair and ſeaſonable Wind to 
go to Sea: And when it blows accord- 
ing to their wiſhes, they are ſure not 
to loſe one moment. Their deſire of 
pain, 2n4 their hopes of a proſperous 
Voyage, makes them venture. And 
vet afrer all they may and often do 
ſuffer ſhipwrack, and loſe their goods 
and thcir lives too. But the Chriſtian 
who redcems his time, is in no ſuch 
danger ; he is: ſure to arrive ſafely at 
the Harbour of ev<crlaiting Reſt, af- 
ter all the ſtorms and tempeſts which 
he meets with in the boiſterous Sea of 
this Worid 

The tiwbaadmen wait for a good 
ſexſois © gwagh and ſow, and to do 
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all other things belonging to their 
Employmenr ; and when the time is 
favourable, they are ſure to make uſe 
of it. The delire and hopes they have 
of a tlarveſt, of a fruitful Crop, 
quickens their endeavours, and excites 
their induſtry. And | yet after all, they 
may - be difapp'-inted. Their Corn 
may ve droined by violeat Rains, or 
ſcorched and. burnt up with violent 
Heat, or eaten up and conſumed by 
Inſets, Fowls, or Beaſts. But the 
Chriſtian who /ows 11 tears, ſhall reap 
47 joy, Pial. 126. 5, 6 ( 
You ſce that men, who run a Race, 
ſtrive with great carneſtnels to gain , 
the Prize, to obtain that, which oft- f 
tinics 's of no very great value. And 
yet ſoine of thoſe who run come be- n 
hiad, and are diſappointzd of their , 
hoes. But the Chriltian runs not un- f 
Cert 'Iy 5 he is ſure to obtain nt 4a i" 
_— Crown , but an imncorruptible, b 
9. 25+ , 

zain, you ſee that men who be- { 

_ 2 City cr a Caſtle, wait for all ad- 4 
vaii'ages, and are ſure not to neglect 
2 tavourzble occaſion of making, an v 
lault, and ſurpriſing the Enemy. | v 
oils, of h 
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gaining Honour and Renown, makes 


'them reſolute and valiant. And yet it 


often happens, that they loſe their 
lives in the Attempt ; or are taken 
capiive by thoſe whom they did hope 
to overcome and ſubdue. But he who 
fights the good fight of Faith, is ſure 
to lay hold on <ternal Life. He who 
hghts under Chriſt's Banner, and who 
has him for his Captain, Is fure to ob- 
tain the Victory over all his Ene- 
mics, 

| ſhall conclude this Diſ- 
courſe with what is written 7The Con- 
by St. m_ 2 Fpilt. Chip 3. cluſion, 
er. I, $5, Oc, i day | f 
the Lord Pall Come 4s 4 thief in te night, 
in the which the Heavens ſhall paſs away 
with 4 great 29: ſe e, « 1nd the Elements ſhall 
melt with fercer 't he, it, the Earth alſo, and 
the works t114t are therein, ſhall be burnt 
2g then that all theſe things ſhall 
be diſſolved, mhat manner of perſons ought 
Jy u to be Na all boly conv + ſation and god- 

lineſs ;, Locking for, and haſtening unto 
the coming of the d, 3 * God, wherern 
the Heavens bring 01 |.re ſhall be ai ſſol- 
ved, and the Elements [pail melt with fer 
vent heat ? Neverthc'c(s we , according t0 
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new Earth, wherein awelicth righteoul- 
neſs, Wherefore ( beloved ) ſeerng that 
ye lock for ſuch things, be ailigent that 
ye may be found of bin in peace, without 
ſpot, and blameleſs, 


ADVICE 


T O 
CHILDREN. 


